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GOVERNMENT OF EENGAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

Hia Excellency Colonel the Right Hon'ble Sir Fmanois STurun 
Jackson, p.c., o.c.i.b. 


MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. N Moiikmly. c.i.e., i.c.s., in charge of (he 
following fK)rtfolio«: — 

1. Appointment. 

2 . Political, excluding Haj Pilgrimage. 

3. Police. 

4. Eccleeiastical. 

5. Regulation of medical and other profeasiona] qualificatione 

and standards, subject to legislation by the Indian 
Jjegislature. 

6. Judicial. 

The Hon'ble Mr. A c i k , i.c.s., in charge of the foUoraing 

{lortfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Reyenue. 

3. Commerce and Industrial subjects. 

4. * Marine. 

5. Enropean Education. 
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GOVEBNMENT OP BENGAL. 


Th« Hon'ble Sir Provash Chundrr MrrfEE, xt., c.i.e., in charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Land Revenue. 

2. liUnd Acquisition. 

3. Excluded Areas. 

4. Jails. 

6. legislative. 

The Hnii’lih* Alliudj Sii Ahdklkkkim (im /wvi, Kt., iu charge of 
the following portfolios: — 

1. Emigration. 

2. Immigration. 

3. Jurisdiction. 

4. Ilaj IMlgrimage. 

6. Forests. 

(i. Irrigation. 


.MINISTERS. 


The Hon’ble Kuinui Siijii Sjikkh \hksu ak Rn, in charge of the follow- 
ing |M)i t : — 

1, Lo< al Self-(»o\eriime!it 

2 Ex(m. 


The ITr)u Mr Khan liahadur K. G. M. in charge of the 

follo\\ing |Kjrl : — 

1. .\gnruUun' and lndiHtne'4 (excluding Excise), 

1‘ublic Works. 


The Hon ide Ml. Kiiwvj^ Ni/.iMimuN. c.i.e., in charge of the follow- 
ing JMU tfolios ; 

1. halmution. 

2 Registration. 
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nUNCIPAL OFFICEKS OF THE BENGAL IJSOISLATrVE 
COUNCIL. 

PiLESiDsirr. 

The Hon’ble Raja Manmatha Nath Rat Chaddbuki, of 

Deputy PaEstoKifT. 

Mr. H\/ur IUhmin Kh\n» n.i.. 


Panal of Chumion for tho Thirty-fourth Sotiiofi. 

1. Mr. W. L. Thavkrs. c .i.k. o.n.E. 

2. Sir .T.vDt'NATu Sabk^h. kt . r.i.p.. 

3. Raja Rih'pfmjba N^kay^n Simia Hnhadui, of Naahipur. 

4. Mr. A. F. Rahman. 


Secretary to the Council— J. Rahii.ky', i.r.a. 

Aasistant SecretarieH to the (‘o?inciI -A. M. IIi triiisoN and K. N« 
Hajumdah. 


Re^strar to the Coum il T W. McKay, 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 


ALPHABtTiOAL LIST OF MtMOllU. 

A 

Aliin«49 Maulvi Shanisuddiu. [Hoo|;hly ru-m Howrah Municipal 
(Muliammadan).] 

Ali, Maulvi Hassan. [Dinajpur (Muhaiiitnadan). ] 

Ali, Maulvi Syed Nausher. (.leHsore South fMuhatniiiadan). ] 

Ali, Mr, Altaf. fBoirra 4 MiiliainiuadanK ] 

B 

Baksh, Maulvi Syed Mujid. [JeAMire North (Muhammudaii). ] 

Bauerji. Mr. P. ( Kiirnl South (Non-Muhamiiiudan).] 
Bannerjee, Bnhu Jiteridrulal. |Hiihhuiii < NoiwMuhtimiimdan). ] 
Barrna, Hoi Sahih Patirhanan, m.h.k | Itaiiirpur West (Non*Muhatn- 
madan).} 

Baair Uddin, Maulvi Mohuinifiod. | UajHhiihi North (Muhammadan).] 
Baaii, Balm Jatindrn Nath, (('tilrutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

C 

CasBellA, Mr. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Chatterjee, Mr. B. Bar.-at-Lnw. [Bakur^anj North (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Chaudhuri. Balm Kiahori Mohan. [Kajahalii (Non-MuhamnuMlitn). ] 
Chuudhuri. Dr. Joffendra (’handru. | Bofnm cum Piihmi (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi AliiiMixauiiian. [Faridpiir North 
(Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Ilafixur Huhioan. (Noininaied 
Non-official.) 

Chaudhuri, Maulvi Ashraf uddin. [Tip|>era North (Muhammadan).] 
Choudhury, Maulvi Niiral Aboar. [ChittAffofiK North (.Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Chowdhury, Haji Badi Ahmed. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 
Chowdhury\ Mauhd Abdul Ghani, a.i.. [Dacca We^t Uural (Muham- 
madan).] 

Clark, Mr, I. A. (Indian Mining Amioi^iatioti.) 

Cohen, Mr. D. JT. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Colman, Mr. £. R. (Indian Taa Aonociaiion.) 

Cooper, Mr. C. 0. (Indian lute Milla Aaeociattoa.) 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


D 

Dam, Mr. G. B. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Daub, Mr. A. J. (Nominated Official.) 

f 

EaH»on, Mr. G. A. (Nominated Official.) 

Bnttifji, Maulvi Nur Rahman Khan. [M3rmenBingb South-West 
(Miihamraadan).] 


F 

Earmiui, the Hcni’hb* Kliun Bahadur K. G. M. [Minister.] [Tippera 
South (Muhuiiimudun). ] 

Faslullah, Maulvi Muhammad. [Noakbali West (Muhammadan).] 
Forrester, Mr. J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

C 

Gaiiguli, Uai Sahib Susil Kumar. (Nominated official.) 

Ghosh, Mr. M. C. (Nominated Official.) 

Ghosh, Ua: Bahadur ShaMhanku Kumar. (Dacca University.) 
Ghuanavi, the Hon’ble Alhadj Sir Abdelkerim, kt. (Member, Executive 
Council.) 

Gilchrist, Mr. R. N. (Nominated Official.) 

Goenka, Rni Bahadur Badrida.s, r.i.K. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 
Guha. Btthu Pixrfulla Kumar. [24-Pargana.H Municipal North (Non- 
Mi: liammadari). ] 

Quha, Mr. P. N. (Nou.Inated Non-official.) 

Gupta, Mr. J. N., ( i.k., m.b.k. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadau).] 
Gurner, Mr, C. W. (Nominated Official.) 

H 

Hahibullah, Nawab Khwaja. [Dacca City (Muhammadan).] 

Hakim, Maulvi Abdul. (Myinensingh Central (Muhammadan).] 
Hashemy, Maulvi Syed .Falaluddin. [Kbulna (Muhammadan).] 
HatjUe, Khan Bahadur Maulvi AtiKul. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 

Hogg, Mr. G. P. (Nominated Official.) 

Hoque, Kaii Emdadul. [Rangpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Hfiaain, Nawab Musharruf, Khan Bahadur. [Malda cwm Jalpaignri 
(Muhammadan).] 

Hoesain, Maulvi Muhammad. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Huq, Khan Sahib Maulvi Baxlul. [Noakhali East (Muhammadaii).] 
Huq, Mr. A. K. Fail*u). [Bakar^nj Weet (Muhammadan).] 

Hutaain, Maulvi Ijitafat. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Hutchinge, Mr. H. H. (Nominated Official.) 



AI<^KUntIGAL ugr OP manmniy 




I 

laid, Mr. J. (Bengal Chamber of Commerre.) 

K 

^m, Manlvi Abdul. [Burdwan Division South (Muhamumdan).l 
K«m Maulvt Abul. [Burdwan Division North (Muhammadan).} 
Man, Khan Sahib Mauivi Muaaeam Ali. [Pubnu (Muhammadan). f 
Man, Mauivi Tamiiuddin. [Faridpur South (Muhammadan). | 
*Kban, Mr. Raaaur Rahman, b.l. [Dacca East Rural (Muham. 
madan).] 


L 

lAird, Mr. R. B. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Lai Muhammad, Haji. [Rajshahi Soulh (Muhammadan),] 

Law, Mr. Surendra Nath. (Bengal National (chamber of Cotiiine}i*e.y 
I^slie, Mr. M. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

M 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Maiti. Mr, R. |Midna(x)re South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Mallik, Mr. Mukundu Behari (Nominated Non-ofllrial.) 

Murr, the Hon’ble Mr. A., c.i.k. (Member, Executive ('ounci),) 
McCluskie, Mr. K. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Milter, the Hon’ble Sir Provaah Thunder, KT., c.i.k. (Member^ 
Executive Council.) 

MobeHy, the Hon^ble Mr. A. N., r.i.E. (Member, Executive Ouncil.) 
Mukharji, Rai Bahadur Safish Chandra. | Hcmghly Riiml (Non- 
Muhammadan). ] 


N 

Nag, Reverend B, A. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Kaaker, Babu Hem Chandra, [1?4-Parganas Rural Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Naaimuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwujn, cm.k. [Minister.] [Bakar- 
ganj South (MuhammadatC. ] 


0 

Or^ali, Ifr. J. £. fDac(.*a and Chittagong (European).] 
On&ond, Mr, £. 0. [Burdwan and Fraai^cy (Buropean). ] 


* Depaty Preeidesi, Bengal tagblative OenaeiL 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF llKMBlgB8. 


P 

Poddar, Mr. Ananda Mohan. (Bengal Maliajan Sabha.) 

Poddar, Seth Hunuman Proaad. [Calcutta West (Non>Muhammadan).] 
Prentice, Mr. W. D. R., c.i.e. (Nominated Official.) 

R 

Raheem, Mr. A., c.i.e, [Calcutta North (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Maulvi Azizur. [Mymensingh North-West (Muhammadan).] 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Rahman, Mr. A. F. M. Abdur. [24-PargBnas Rural (Muhamma- 
dan).] 

Raikat, Mr. Prosanna Deb. [Jalpniguri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Maharaja Jagadish Nath, of Dinajpur. fDinajpur (Non- 
.M uhammodan).] 

Ray, the Tloii’ble Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. [Mininter. ] (Rajshahi 
Landholders.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Babu Sanat Kumar. [24-Pargaiias Rural North 
(Non-Muhamnindan).] 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

•Ray Chaudhuri, the Hon’ble Rajai Manniahha Nath, of Santosh. 
(Da<’ca Landholders.) 

Rose, Mr. 0. F. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Rout, Babu lloseni. | Mid na pore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Babu Satyendra Nath. |24-Pargnnos Municifwl South (Non- 
Muhammadan). ] 

Roy, Mr, Bijoy Prasad Singh. [Burdwan South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. I). N., Bar-at-Iiaw. [Jessore South (Non-Muhommadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Saileswur Singh. [Burdwan North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Mr. Snrat Kumar. (Presidency Landholders.) 

Roy. Mr. Shuiiti Shekhareswar. [Mulda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Roy Choiidhun, Bahu llem ('handra. [Noukhali (Non-Muhamma- 
dnn). I 

Roy ('houdhuii, Rai Bahadur Satyendra Nath. [Bakarganj South 
(Non-Muhaiumadan).] 

Roy Chowdhurv, Babu »Sutisb (Jiandni. [M^miensingh Eaat (Non- 
Muhammudan). | 

Rush forth, Mr. F. V. [Presidency and Burdwan (European).] 

• 

Saadaiulluh, Maiilvt Muhammad. [24-Pnrganas Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Sahanu, Babu Katya Kinkar. [Banknm £aet (Noa-Muhammadmi) . ] 
Samad, Maulvi Abdua. [Murshidabad (Muhammadan).] 


* PrauMlMit of tho Bmgal Logida&hra Oovneil. 
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Sarkmr, Sir Jadunath, kt.. c.i.k. (Nominated Non-official.) 

SarluU^, Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Sen, Mr. J. M. (Expert, nominated.) 

Shah, Maulvi Abdul Hamid. [M\'mensin|rH East (Muhammadan).] 
Skinner, Mr. S. A. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Singha, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Singh, Sri jut Taj Bahadur. [Murshidabad (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sinha, Raja Bahadur Bhu{>eudra Narayan, of Nanhipur. (Burdwan 
Landholders.) 

Solaiman, Maulvi Muhammad. [Barrackpore Municipal (Mubam* 
madan).] 

Stapleton, Mr. H. E. < Nominated Official.) 

Suhrawardy, Mr. H. S. [Calcutta South <Mnhumma<lnni. ] 


T 

Tate, Major (ieneral Godfrey, m u., k.h.s., i.m.s. (Nominated Official.) 
Thompson, Mr. W. 11. (Bengal Chamber of ('ommer(‘e.) 

Travers, Mr. W. Tj., <m.k., | Uaj-nhahi (European).] 

Twynaiu, Mr. 11. J. (Nominated ofiicial.) 


W 


Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. (Bengal (.'hanilwr of Commercjo.) 




THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 


(Onwal R^wrt of tho Thirty.fo(irth Sovioii.) 

VolHmo XXXIV— No. 1. 

Proooodingt of Uw Bongil Logisiotivo CcMnoil omoiiMoiI tindor Nto 
pro¥iSNms of tho Govommofit of Indlt AoL 

The CorNt’ii. nu‘t in tht‘ (Viuncil ('harnWr in tint Town Hall, 
Calcufta, on WtMlni*H(la\ , (ho 5th Fohnian, ut 3 p.in. 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Manm.uha N.4T|| Hay (,'iiau- 
DHTHi, of Saiitoah), in the Phair, the four Ilon’Me MemlnMN of (he 
Executive (\>unril, the thrf‘e Iloirhie Miiiistern, and nominated 
and elected meml>erH. 


Oidhi or aillniMitiofiSo 

The following^ iiieinl)erH made an oath or attiniiatioii of their 
aliegiaiKe to the (Vown : — 

Mr. W. I). R. Pn'iitice, ( i.i:.. 

Mr. R. IT. IIutchingH, i.c.s. 

Rai Sahib Suail Kumar (latiguli. 

Mr. W. C. Wordsworth. 

Mr. I. A. riark. 

Mr. J. E. Ordish. 

Mauivi Abdul Karim. 

Mr. C. O. (’fMi|)er. 

Mabaruja Jagadish Nath Roy, of Dinajpub. 

Seth Hunumuii Pn^Mad Poddar. 

Roi Satiab (.'bandra Mukbarji Bahadur. 

Baba Kiabori Moban Ohaudburi. 

Dr. Jogendra Chandra Ohaudburi. 

Bebtt Satyendra Xath Roy. 

Babu Hoaeni Rout. 
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OBITUARY REFERENCE. 


[5th Fn. 


Pifiil of Cbakmmu 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In uccordance wiUi the provieions of Rule 3 
of the Bengal Leginlative Council Rules, 1920, I nominate the follow- 
ing members of the Ouncil to form a panel of fokir Chairmen for the 
ensuing session : — 

(7) Mr. W. L. Thavers, c.i.e., o.b.e. 

(2) Sir Jadunath Sakkar, Kt., c.i.e. 

(3) Raja Bur'PKNDHA Nahayan Sinha Bahadur, of Naahipur. 

(4) Mr. A. F. Rahman. 

UnlcHN otherwise urmngcMl, the senior member among them present in 
the above order will preside over the deliberations of this Obltincil in 
ray absence and in the absence of the Deputy President. 


(NMliiory Reformoo. 

Mr. PRESIDENT ft Order, order. Gentlemen of the Council;, 
according to the practice of this Council it is my melancholy duty to 
offer the last tribute to the memor>' of two worthy sons of Befeigtal. 

The Maharaja Sir Maiiindru (Sandra Nandy, k.c.i.k., of Easito- 
basar, died on the 12th November, 1929, at his Calcutta residence at 
the ripe old age of 70 and Bubu Surendni Nath Roy of Bebala on the 
11th November, 1929, at almut the same age. 

The late Muhamja of Kasira}>asar was bom in 1860 and succeeded 
to the gudee of Kasimbajuir in 1897 on the death of Maharani Swama- 
moyf^e of revered memoiT. The title of **Maharaja*’ was conferred 
on biro in 1898 and that of “K.C.I.E.*' in 1915. The late Maharaja 
took a keen interest in public and political affaire. He was the Chaii^ 
man of the Berbampore Municipality from 1900 to 1915 and qf the 
Murehidahad District Board from 1922 till the day of his death. He 
was a nominated member of the Bengal Legislative Oounoil under 
the old constitution on the recommendation of the British Indian 
Association during 1901-1903 and was a member elected by the Land- 
holders of the Presidency and Burdwan Divisions during 1909-1912. 
He was an additional member of the liegislative Council of the Ckreemor- 
Oeoeral fmm the yeor 1913 to 1921 elected thmto the landhoMm 
of this Presidency and a Member of the Council of State ItqIbi 1921 to 
1923 elected by the West Bengal ( Non-Muhammadan ) oonatitiienoy. 
He was to the time ol his death the President of the Britiah Indian 
Association and a Vice*Presiffeat of the Bengal Nattona) diaaiher ol 
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Ooiianerce. H© wm Honorary Felbw df the CaloutU UniYeiaity ; 
Preiideni, AU-India Hindu Sahha,, PrMndeni, Bengal Landholder* 
Aaaodaiion, Calcutta, 1922 and 1923, Preeident, Munhidabad Aseocia- 
tioa line© 1897, Preeideot, All-India Exhibitions, Oblcutta. 1918, 
1922. 

To tb© cause of education he was a most generous contributor. He 
spent over a ciwe of rupees in this direction. The Berhampore Krish- 
nath College with its boarding and the Collegiate Stdioed. the Poly- 
technic Institute in Calcutta, the School of Mines at Ethora. a Chair 
of History in the Benares Hindu TTniverity and one of Sciencvi in 
Sir Jagadish Bose's Laboratory in Calcutta and his pecuniary help 
a large number of colleges and schools testify to his liberality in main- 
taining the family tradition established by the late Maharanee Swar- 
namoyee. No less did he (Mintribute to the industrial development of 
his country. He opened the 6rst ('alcutta Exhibition iwganised by 
the Indian National T^uigress in 1918. He assisteil students to obtain 
training in industries in England and foreign cimntries. He gave his 
patronage to the Ass<Kuation for the S<nenlific' and Industries Eilucation 
of the Indians, the Bengal Tei hiiicul Institute and a number of other 
institutions. The Bengal Potteries, Ltd,, the Rajgaon Stone Worka 
and the Chaibassu China Clay Factory* and other t‘i>n<M*rns owe their 
existence to the late Maharaja Bahadur. 

In the field of literature his inspiration M to the establishment of 
the Sakitjj/a Sanw^in and the Baiigiya Sahitya Pari shad. Amongst 
his own publications are “Cijasana;'* “B. S, Panjika,’* the 'Tndian 
Merlical Plant;** a ‘‘History of Indian Philosophy;** “Great Haunava 
GrafUhoi:'* **Sref MaUfihighat GfetOf Part X;** “Fundamental Unity 
of India*’ and the “History* rd Fndiaii Ship^siig and Maritime 
Activity,** 

For the relief of suffering humanity, he established the (htrson 
Charitable Hospital at Kastmbaxar and dispensaries at sevenil other 
places. He was one of the chief contributors to the Albert Victor 
Hospital at ('alcutta. He did much to afford relief to disabled soldiers 
in the field during the Great War. 

His was a devotedly religious soul and caused many Banskrit books 
on Vaiihnavim to be edited and trmnalated. 

By his death Bengal has lost a true son and the Hindu community 
an ardent, religious and fearless patron. 

Babu Surendra Nath Ray of Behala was bom in 1862. He im- 
lolled himself as a Vakil in the High (kvurt of Calcutta in 1883 and 
kad a good practice there bot his attention and energy were eoncenimted 
BO lees cm poWo serrioe tkao da bin ptofeasion. He was an elec^ild 
Cotounlsiioiier of the Calcutta Oorpormtaoii in 1896. In 19(N) he be c aa i e 
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ilie Chaimian at the Behala Monicipality, a position he held till ihe 
day of his death. He was the fbrat cdeeted Vice-Chairman of the 
iJarden Heach Municipality and of the Sanitary Board, Ben^I, and 
an elected member of the District Board and Local Board of the^2<l- 
Pari^nas. He w&h a member of the Benf^al I^egialative Council ftn: 
the yearn 1918 to 1919 elected by the Municipal CommisaionerB of the 
Presidency Division. From the year 1921 up to the date of the diasidu- 
tion of the lust (’ouncil in April, 1929, he was an elected member to| 
the I/Cgislative Council of Ihm^al under the present constitution and 
retired fnun this field of work at the hist j^-eneral dwtion owing to 
ill-health. He was the first elected Deputy President of the first 
reformed Legislative ('ouncil of Bengal in 1921 and occupied the Chair 
erf the (V)Uiicil for alstut 8 months during the al>Heuce owing 
to illness of the then Piesident the late Hon ’hie Nawah Sir Syed Shams- 
iil-Huda. Ill the Bengal 1/egislative Council he was a diligent worker 
in Select Committees. He was fhe Chairman erf the High Prices 
Impiiry ('ommittee, was elected by the Bengal Ijegislative Council to 
report on the Meston Award to the Government of India and was elected 
repn‘sentotive of the Bengal Legislative (’ouncil om the High Court 
Iletrenchment (’oniinittee. He was the (/hairmaii of the (7ommittee 
f(>r the reliMise of Political Prisoners and eWted ri‘presentntive of 
this INiuncil to the Indian Institute of Science at Bangalore. He took 
a pnimineiil fwirt in the |ittssitig in 1919 of an Act eitahling municifiali- 
ties to provide for free and c<iinpulsorv primary education. 


Gentlemen! We have to iiiourii the loss of another gtuitleman who 
associatiHl himself with the public activities in Bombay and Calcutta. 
This was Sir Frederick Duimiyiie who was meinlier of the Bengal 
TiCgisiutive (’ouncil under the old constitution from 1919 to 1918. He 
was connectiMl with the Bombay Port Trust for many years and after- 
wards liecnnie Yiie-Chairnmn of the (\»iiimissionsrs for th« Port of, 
Calcutta, u |K>siti(>n which he continued to hold fnnii 1901 to 1918. 
During this |»eriml he was also coniuH'ted with the Bank (rf Bengal 
first us Direi'tor and then as Vii-t^-President and was a member of 
the (’ulcutta Impnmuueiit Trust. He retir»»d from India in 1918. 


t8.K> p.m.) 

Mrith your (lerintssion, gtmtlewen, 1 propmie to convey tha s^m- 
}»ihy of this CouiK'il to the families of the dtMreaseiL I nctw request 
you, gentlemen, to hHow your I'esjiect to their memory by kiiKfly 
rising ill your plat'es. 

[All the members then rose in their places.] 


Mr* i^RBilOBilTt Thank you, gentlemen. The Secretaiy will 
pleaae take ike usual steps. 



Qvsanoirs. 


1 ? 


•tM TK 9aHti«W 

ft* aMali «*i ammra wan ^nn.} 

IMM at tlM DiMip*r nil^ 

!• Mwilvj HASSAN ALIt (a) It the Bon'blt Meinborin chorgtt 
of tho Pablio Works Deporturnt (Railw.i,vs) aware that the female 
waiting room at the Dinajpnr ntilway station has been arranged in 
such a way that it has got only one door opening towards the platform 
and that its door for erit outwards hat been closed with the effect 
that the female passengers for entering or going out of the waiting 
, loom, have to puss through the main gate along with the male 
IMimnirers ? 

(&) If the^ aimwer to (a) in in tho affimifttivi*, will tho Hon'Wa 
Member lie pleaned to «tale the reaeon for the preiient arrangeineiit f 

MEMBER in otiarst M RUBLIO WORKS DER/IRTMBNT 
(RAILWAYS] (tfm Hnn*liM Mr. A. Mair)s (a) Yea. 

(h) The flofir leadin^t t<> the road waa rloeed aa no check wmld lie 
exerriiMHl on pttHsenjrere’ tirkete, and this entrance* and exit wer» beinir 
need by unauthorised persons in onler to defraud the railway. The 
arran^rements at present in force were approved by the Txical Advisory 
Committee. 


Trtfidiifig fmimd M thn OlntJiMir MunioiRMHy. 

*2. Mmilvi HASSAN ALIt (a) Is the Hoiride Minister in 
rharireaf the IxK'al SelMIovemment Department aware— 

(0 that the trenching frround of the Dinajpur Municifmlity in 
''^*9tii"*^.Hitiiatefl within the heart of the town : 

(fi> that Moslem. Hindu hoetel*i and Pivil Courta are near to it; 
(nil that NometimeM liad amell penetratee into theae houaea; nnd 
<ir) that many citixenN are affected in liealth on thin account ^ 

(&) Tfii the Hon’ble Miniater alao aware — 

(i) that Mime irentlemen affected by the trenchinfr fpround brought 
a criminal cane againat the aaid MnnimpaUty for their 
negligence to remove the trenching ground nooiewhere out- 
aide the municipal area ; and 

<ti) that an executive enquiry wua made thereafter into th# 
matter f 

S 
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(c) li the anewer to (b) is in the affimatiTe> will the Hon^hle 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(f) what was the result of the case and the enquiry; and 

(it) what action, if any, the Government proposes to take in the 
matter? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of inviting 
any expert opinion with regard to the situation? 

MINISTER in oharga oi LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEFART- 
MENT (the Hon’lila Kumar Shib 9h$khwmmur Rag)s (a)' (i) Gov. 
ernnient have ascertained that this is not the case, the trenching ground 
lieing situated at one extremity of the town. 

(it) The disianc'e of the hostels from the trenching gi'ound is 
over 1,(100 feet ami of the Givil Courts aver 2,000. 

(tti) The only houses anywhere near the trenching ground are four 
or five hundred feet away on the north, built since the trench- 
ing ground was constructed. 

(ir) The Assistant Director of Public Health has reported after 
inspection that the tr«*nching gniuud has no injurious effecd on the 
health of the town. 

(b) and (r) (i) The ndemice appears to be to a complaint made in 
1927 against the ('hairman and Vi(‘e-(^hairman and ('ommissioners of 
the Dinajpur Municipality under sin-t ions 278 and 2fK), 1. P. which 
was dismissed under section 20*1. (^r. 1\ C. An application made to 
Government in the following year for sanction to proceedings under 
section 197, (V. P. (\, was disalloweil. hut the Assistant Diretdor of 
Public Health was askinl to ins{iect the trenching ground. A ropy of 
his ref»ort. which is iidemHl to abow, can he shown to the member. 

(c) (if) and (d) Intenuil udmini stmt ion of municipal affairs not 
luMUg primarily a mutter for the coiisidemtion of the local Government, 
no further action im the jmrt of Government appears to he colled for. 

Mauivi SYED MA4ID SAKSH: Is the Hon’hle Minister aware that 
even at a distance of 1,990 feid the sleneh of the trenching ground in 
siitHeient to affect the hiMilth off the students in the hostel? 

Tha Kumar SHIS SHEKHARESWAR RAY: The member 

is referred to the leply to question No. (ir). 

Mautvi EYED MA4IO RAKiH: I hove aaked the opinion of the 
Hon’ hie Minister 



i||] Qvssnozts. i» 

Hr. You cannot a«k tW Hoii*fala Miiaat«r for an 

ejt|iiR6iacm of Ikta ofnttion. 

Mmlfi §YCD MAJID DAKAHs t have naked whether the Miaiater 
ie aware that even at anch a distance...,. 

Mf* ^RfAIDlNTs The Hf>n*lde Minister has already answered 
that question. If you have any other supplemental^’ question to put, 
you can do so, but you cannot a«lf him for an expression of opinion. 

Maiaivi SYtO MAJID lAKiNt 1 ask the Hon’ble Minister to 
say 


Mr. PRitIDENT: Ortler. older. 


Quartan for tha Dittriot Judga at Difiajpiir. 

*3. Maiilvi HAS8AN AL.I: Is the Hon*ble Memlier in charge of 
the Judicial Ih'partmcnt aware that the District Judge <»C Diiuiipur^ 

{i) has no residential quarters at Dinajpur; but 

(ii^ live> in the circuit house during his stay theie? 

MEMSER in diargi af JUDIGIAL DEPARTMENT (tha Haft*Ma 
Mr. A, N. MabaHy)s (t) Yes. 

(it) Yes. 


SubdiriskNial Ofllotn at Ghittagong and Oax^t iaiar. 

•4. Haji RADI AHMED GHOWDHURYs (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Memla^r in (‘harge of the Appfuntmeii! Dejiartmeiit lie please<l to state 
whether the (loveniment are ctinsidering the desirability of appoint- 
ing Moslem ofRcers as the SulKlivislorial Officers at Chittagong and at 
Cox’s Baxar? 

(h) Will the Hon 'hie Memlier W |deased to slate whether any 
Moslem officers have ever lieeii appointed in those two posts? If not, 
why not? 

MEMiSR ki aNggi af APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (thi 
Hiii*Ma Mr. A« N. M aE rf y)! (a) Not al presmi. 

ib) Xo. There is no partictilar reason. 
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AMMintMnt 92 t Umkm OirM Ollloir with htidqiMitart 0L 
ObittagDngi 

*8. H8il BAOl AHMED CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government are considering the desirability of appoutting 
a Moslem Circle Officer with headquarters at Chittagong for the 
Double Moorings, Sitakund and Mirsarai thanas of the Chittagong 
district f 

Tha Hon*l»lf Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No: the posting of the staff 

of Sul>-I)qnity Collertors allotfed to a division, from among whom 
(Circle Offi(!ers are selected, has l>een entrusted to the Commissioner of 
the Division. 


ProoMt tarvart in tha oflloai of tha Distriet iuAgO and Diatriot 
Magiatrata, OhitU^ggaiig. 

*6. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the HonMde 
MeinlH»r in charge of the Judicial Dejwrtment be pleased to state the 
present number of prcx'^ess servers in the offices of the District Judge 
and District Magistrate at Chittagong? 

(h) How many of them are Moslems? 

Tha Han’hia Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) and (b) Total number of 
process servers — 

District Judge’s t>ffice — 224: Muhammadans — 87. 

District Magistrate’s office— 135; Muhammadans — 51. 

Maulvi EYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble 
Memlx^r 1 m« pleased to state the pen'entage of the Hindu and Muham- 
madan |)opulation in the district of Chittagong? 

Mr. PREilDEtIT: I think that is a question which nobody can 
answer offhand. 

[a-80p.m.] 


Alpaintwawt at MiMiaifi tram Ohitf^twig 

*7. HoH BADI ANMBD OMOWDHURYl (a) Will the Hoii*hle 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state how 
many Munsifs are appointed on an average each year? 



QUESTIONS. tl 

,{i) How mkoy MieotiMta Imto bean Bud* during Qm kwi 10 tmt* 
froMt district of Cliittt4^gpoiig f 

(«) How m&ay of those leferml to in (h) nre Mohnnuiiadniis ? 
(d) Is it a fact that amongst the Hindus the appcuntiiient of the 
Munsifs is confined to high class Kayestha and Baidya i^atioos of 
GoTemment seiwantaP 

Has there ev*ef been a Munsif from amongst the Brahmans of 
Chittagong f 

Th# HnitHMt Mr. A. N* MOBERLYs (a) The average number of 

appointments during the last 10 years is 12 -8. 

(6) Six. 

(c) Three. 

(d) No. 

(e) No such Hunsif'hns lieen appointed during the last 10 yearn. 
To give a complete answer to this qm^tion would involve an immense 
amount of lalmur, iis all records from the commencement of the servici! 
would have to lie searched. 


Lauf Collago at ONiUagoiig. 

«S. Hiji BAOl AHMED CHOWOHURYt Will the Hon ble 

Minister iit charge of the Kducation Department bo pleased! to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of Government to start a Taw 
Collegt in ChiltagongP 

MINISTER in Miargn of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (Iho 
Hon’Mo Mr. Khwo}a Naainiiddin) : No. 


Patni TaliNis Ragpulallafi. 

^ KHan BaliiB Maiilvl BAZtUL HUQs (a) U the llon'ble 
Member in charge of the Hevenue Department aware of the great 
Ka*ttship caused to the patnidars by the provisions of the Bengal Patni 
Taluqs Kegulaiion, 1819 (Bengal Hegulaiion VIIl of 1819), taking 
away the rights of the poor tenants to save their patni taluq, by pay- 
ing off the arrears after it has been advertised for sale? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that there is no provision 
in the said Regulation authorising the tenants to save the patni taluq 
by paring the arrsars within certain times after the sale as provided 
in Order 21* Rule 89 of the C. P. C.. or section IT4 of the Bengal 
Tenancy ActP 



21 


QUESTIONS. 


[ 5 tb fWB. 


(e) 1 m ihe Han’Ue Member aware that there ie no provimoa for the 
labdirimou of the patni laluqt and that in almoet every taluq there are 
a great many ehare-holden some of whom invariably default in making 
payment in due time and that in consequence the other share^holders 
suffer great lus»? 

(d) If the answers to (6) and (c) are in the affirmative, are the 
Government considering ihe desirability of taking stepe for amending 
the said Begulation by making provisions authorising the Collector to 
accept arrears if tendered — (/) before the property is knocked down 
as provided fn section 170 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, and (2) within 
30 days from the date of the sale wifh penalty as compensation as 
provided in Order 21, Itule 89, C. P. C., and section 174 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act? 

MEMBER in ohargi of REVENUE DEPARTMENT: (ttw HoiPMe 

BIr Provash Chundar Mittar): (a) No hardship has been brought to 
notice. 

(fj) Section 13 of Regulation VIFI of 1819 makes pnmsion 
foi the deposit of arrears by certain kinds of tenants. The interests 
of other kinds of tenants are protectwl under the third clause of sec- 
tion 11 of the Regulation. Sales under the Rc^gulation are not on the 
same footing as sales, etc., referral to in the Tenancy Act, but are 
akin to sales for ariears of Government revenue. 

(c) Sejmratc patni taluqs may be created by the co-sharers if they 
want by separate engagements with xamindars. 

(d) Does not arise. 


itlimi ami p ru ti wpt ioti umlir thu amtiNM Tummy Laur. 

MB. Khwi Mth Matiivi BAZLUL HUQ: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Dejwrtmeiit W pleased to lay a 
statement on the table showing — 

(i) the total number of deeds of sale of occupancy raiyati-holdings, 
tegislered during the periml from 1st April, 1929, to the 
JlOth SepteraW, 1929: and 

the number of such deeds registered during the correapoiid* 
ing period of the previous 3 years, vii., 1928, 1927, 1926? 

(b) If the number of such deeds be leas in 1929 than any of the 
previous 3 years, will the Hou'ble Member be pleased to state whether 
the decrease is on pccouat of the heavy sa/ami to be paid to ihe auperuir 
landlord as provided for by the Bengal Tenancy (Amendmewl) Act? 
(e) If the answer to (ft) is in the negative, what are the nmtmaf 



QUssTicira. 


SI 


1^) I« Hon'lile Member aware ibat tbe Talim of ike oooupaaey 
Wl^koldinge kaa euormoYialy decreased aiaoe ike passiiif ol Ike 
Beegll Tenancy (Amendment) Act and tkat, in ccmeeqnenoe tkereol, 
great sensation and discontentment preTail in tke country P 

(e) Is tke Hon’Ue Member aware tkai ike poor tenants now 
desire to do away witk tke new right of transferability cmferred on 
tkem f 

(f) Are the Government roiMedering tke deeirability of itecon* 
sidering the quest iop of payment of Moiumi and pre-em(>tioii P 

Tht Hon’bla Sir PR0VA8H CHUMDIR MITTERx (a) (i) 5(ka85. 

(it) Tke information is not available^ os no statistics bearing on 
tke subject were maintained in tke Begistration Deportment before 
April, 1929. 

(ft) Does not arise. 

(r) Does not arise. 

(d) No. 

<e) No. 

(/) No. 


Prooiit tarviiii paoiit in lim Civil Courta. 

^11. Khan Sahib Maulvi 8AELUL HUQi (a) Will tke Hon*kle 

MeraWr in tharge of the Judicial De{>tirtiiieiit l»e pUmisimI to lay on 
Ike table a .statement showing — 

(i) the number of unpaid probaiionaiy (icons in t^ivil Courts in 
Bengal on 31si March, 1929, and 

(ft) how many of them were serving for more than 1, 2, 3, 4 and 
5 years and above on that date without substantive appoint* 
ment. 

(h) Is it a fact that the Government has decided to do away witk 
their services all on a sudden and asked tke District Judges to tenninata 
their ^er>*ices ? 

(c) Will tke Hon’ble Member be pleased to state the reas^ms for 
tbc decision ? 

(d) Are tke Government considering tke desirakility of rescindiuf 
w modifying tke enid orders ? 


Tim MmPMt Mf. A. M. MORULYS (o) (») and (u) There is no 
tystem of unpaid proka t iimn i y peons. Tke jPistriet Jodges, in pnctioe^ 
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nmintain a wailing lift apf^icanta fn»n wliich vaoanoies Itave 
hitiierto been filled, but this is a mattar for their own convenience 
ond give<i no right to appcnntment. 

(/>) and (c) The District Judges were requested not to fill up 
vacancies in the process serving staff as the work of the process servers 
has been conhiderably reduced this year owing to a recent rule in the 
Civil iVocedure Code to the effect that summons on witnesses shall 
ordinarily be served by parties and not by process servers. It follows 
that appointments from the waiting list are not now being made. 

(d) No. 


denore cfftlrint bonrdL 

M2. Mr. K. €. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the I>ocal Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state whether it is a fact that the District Magistrate of Jessore has 
held on enquiry at the instance of the Divisional Commissioner into 
the way in which tenders are disposeil of, and contract distributed, 
by the authorities of Jessore district board? 

(h) If the answer be in the affirmative, will the Ilon'ble Minister 
state the result of this enquiry? 

(c) Ts the TTon’ble Minister considering the desirability of direct- 
ing u comprehensive scrutiny of the whole system of administration 
and a can»fu] audit of the accounts of the lioardP 

Th« Hon'ble Kumar SHIB SHEKHARCSWAR RAY: (a) It is 

understoml that at the instance of the Commissioner the District 
Magistrate of Jessore looked into the pnK’edure of the district board 
in certain contnu‘ts. 

(6) The District Magistrate npfiears to have found nothing requir- 
ing interference on his pari or on that of the Commissioner under the 
powers vested in these officers under the Ijocal Self-Government Act. 

(r) The matter is now under the consideration of the Government. 


GwHpotilors in Urn MUtmant iwiiiti. 

MS. Mr. K. 0. RAY CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the Hon*Ue 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that in the Settlement preasM ike oompoaiiors are 
held liable and fined for the mistakes of the readertf 

(h) If the reply to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hes^ble 
Member be pleased to state the reasons therefor f 




Qvm^om, 


IS 


( 4 ) Is it a Isot that the rate of pay ol the oompositiHrs in the 
S 0 mmeni presses has been low<«ed by aboat half of what they used 
to«elf<HiDerlyF ^ 


(d) If so, will the Hoo'ble Member be pleased to state the mso&a 
therefw? 


(e) Will the Hou*ble Member be pleased to state— 

(t) the rate of pay the said compositors used to get when the 
Setilemeat presses were at Faridpur; and 

(it) what they are getting at present at Berhampore, Jessore,. 
Chittagong and Bukarganj? 


Th# Hon’bld Sir PR0VA8H OHUNOER MITTERi (a) No. 

(6) Does not arise. 

(c) No. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(c) (H From fwirairniph ‘2*22 af jwgc 115 of (he final re|M)rt on (ho 
Snn'ov nml Sot(IoTnor( oixTaliorm in (he Fariilfmi <liM(rir(, it ap^ieam 
(hat (he compo«i(ors were paid a( the rate of IJ annas a jwge at which 
rate they wore each able to earn Its. 25 a month. 


(ii) The rate of 
the Settlements in 

pay and the average income of the 
(iuestion are as follows: — 

(*otnf>ositorH 

Nsnte of S««itlerooi)i. 


Average 
inrome fwr 
menaem. 



fie. 

Bskurgsnj . . 

Ift annM per 100 tine* 

47 

MunihklabAd-Iiirbfaum . 

1 «nn* 8 piM perr khitiian 

35 

Chiilikgong . . 

12 «nnM por 100 lino* anti • m'wsrti of 1 
pte fKtr intrratt when monthly outltini 
i» ovnr 2.'!K) intermte 

41 

14-PargMUMi (st Jeatore), 

1 1 amiM per 100 linoi 

47 


Nabagmiga rivtr. 


nc Mr. K. e. RAY GHAUDHURIf (a) Will the Hon'ble Member 
in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the river Nabaganga between Naldi and Ijohsgora within 
the ^risdietion of Narail snbdivision in the district of lessors in 
imdually drying upf 
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(If) Will tlM» Hoii*U« Member be {Jeaeed to state wbetber it bas 
bearing upon tbe sanitation and river transport of tbe locality? 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in tbe affirmative, will tbe 
Hon'ble Member be pleased to state bow many villages on both banks 
of tbe river are affected in respect of sanitation, etc.? 

(d) Has tbe Government taken any steps in dredging up tbe dying 
river or has it any such scheme in contemplation ? 

MIMIER in alMrsiOf IRIIIGATfON DiMRTMENT (lilt Htn’Mt 
Allia4 ilr AMilliieifii Chmatvl): (a) There are shoals in the river 

in places. 

(h) Government have no information to show that sanitary condi* 
lions have deteriorated owing to these shoals: there is difficulty in 
navigating the river in the dry season. 

(c) Government have no information. 

(d) No. 

Maiiivi SYED MAdID iAKSH: Will the Hon^ble Member be 
pleased to state whether any attempt will be made to get the informa- 
tion which the Government do not possess? 

Tha Hoii’ble Afhadi Sir AtDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: 1 do not 

think that there is any need for it. 


Want of ovoHiridgi ovtr tlio railway lino in tho town of Dina||Nir. 

•IS. Maulvi HASSAN ALI: (a) Is the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of tbe Public Works T)e|)nrtnient (Railways) aware that the people 
of Dinajpur an' in a longfelt want of an overbridge over the railway 
line in the town of Dinajpur near the gate leading to the court 
compound ? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in tbe affinnative, will the Hon’hle 
Memlier he please<l to state what steps the Government pnipose to 
take in the matter? 

TIlO Hon*Mo Mr. A* MARRi (a) No. It has also been ascer- 
tained that no requests have been received by tbe railway adminis* 
tration for the provision of an overbridge at the level croasing referred 


(6) The qoesiictt does not arise. 
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nmmttr tf appMl* nm tai OMtti^Mg. 

1ft ttali lAOl AHMED CHOWOHURYi (a) Will tlie Hon’ble 
Meiid>w in charg® of the Judicial Department be pleaeed to state for 
the fii-st six months of this year how many appeals have been filed at 
Cbittagou)]^ befOTe tbe^ 

<t) Senior Deputy Magistrate; and 
(li) Additional Sessions Judge P 

(b) What is the percentage of the successful ap[)en)s during that 
period? 

(c) What is the number of the High Court Criiniiinl appeals from 
Chittagong and Faridpur during the said y»ericMlP 


Tha Hoii*tola Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: (a) <t) 145. 

(fi> Appeals are not filed dirert in the Court of the Additional 
Sessions Judge but l)efore the S<»HHions Judge and are made over by 
him for trial to the Additional Sessions Judge. During the |)eriod in 
question 25 criminal appeals were made over to the Additional Sessions 
Judge by the Sessions Judge for disposal. 

(5) The percentage of successful a(>f>eols in the ('ourt of the Senior 
Ih^puty Magistrate is 15*8 and that of the Additional Sessions Judge 
45*4. 

(c> Chittagong 4 ; Faridpur 17. 


ProMtMtrvfffig sUir in NoahhMi. 

M7. Khm UMb Mmlvi BAZLUL HUQl (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial DejiarttneDt be pleasefl to lay a 
statement on the table showing — 

(t) how, many processes one pe<»n serves on the average t« a 
month ; 

(n) bow many processes are issued each month on an average inm 
each of the rounsifis in the Noakhali district; and 
(ui) bow many peons there are in each of the rounsifis P 

(h) If the nvmber of peons is not sofficimit when judged by ilda 
neraial standard, will the Hon*ble Member be p l eased to state tbe stapa 
wbieb the extra procesaea are aarved wilb^ d^yf 



2g QUE^ONS* [5th Fin. 

Tilt H0ii*lri« Mr. A. N. MOAERLY: (a) A statem^t is laid on ilia 
iabla. 

(b) The process-serving staE employed in the district is suffioient 
and there has been no comj^aint by local officers as to its inadequacy. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (o) of starred question 



No. 17. 



\atne of Ktation. 

Number of 
proccMet one 
peon ■ervoe on 
the average in 
a month 
during the 
year ending on 
30th Novem* 
ber 1929. 

Number of 
prooeaMi issued 
on an average 
from each 
of the munidfia 
during one year 
ending on 
30th November 
1929. 

Number of 
prooeas>aerving 
peons in eaoli 
station during the 
year ending on 
80th November 
1939. 

Noakbali Sadar 

... 48 

3,787 

78 



(one since dead) 

Feni 

... 52 

2.283 

44 

Sandwip 

... 48 

912 

19 

Lakshmipur 

... 38 

1,123 

36 

Hatiya 

... 34 

448 

13 


RurM Witar^upply Mtrnm, 

M8. Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Ix)cal Ke]f41overnnient Department be pleased 
to state what steps, if any, the Government prr)pose to take to give 
effect to the Rural Water-supply Scheme framed by the Hon’ble Sir 
Provash Chunder Hitter us Minister ^ 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government has consulted the district boards on the subject? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^bl# 
Minister be pleased to state the opinion of the boards on the subject f 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Oov- 
arnment propcwe to modify the scheme in the light of opiiiion of tha 
district boards? Tf not, why not? 

TIm Han'M Ki«Mr iHIB SHiKHAREtWAR RAYt (a) A copy 
of the Local 8«lf-Oovemment Department's circular No. 2d3S-29i2P.H.» 
dated the 30th Ocdober, 1029, is laid on the table. 

(b) Attention in invited to the circular. 



QUESTIONS. 





(^) TIm canrespcmdeiice from tlio distrioi boards is Toltmunoiia, and 
1 sbiii^ bo pleased io show it to the member asking the question. The 
main points in the opinions expressed are dealt with however in the 
circnlar referred to. 

(d) Reference is invited to the circular. 


Circular referred to in the reply to r/ati«e (o) of starred question 

No, 18. 

Circular No. 2S38-2942 P.H., dated Calcutta, the 30th October, 1929. 

From — C. W. Gitrnee, Esq., i.c.s., Secretarv io the Govern- 
ment ^ of Bengal, I.«ocal Self-Government (Public 
Health) Department, 

To — All Commissioners of Divisions. 

I (uu directed to refer to Mr, Drummond’s letter Nos. 103-1071\ — 
P.H., dated the 28th May, 1928, on the subject of a loan policy for the 
improvement of rural water-supply, and to communicate the following 
further orders on the subject. 

2. Examination of the detaile<l proposals n'ceive<l from district 
l)oards discloses that in most cases the district boards deviated from 
the lines laid down in the letter referred to; and in many cases they 
suggested that the loan should be available for sinking tube-wells. 
The divergence in the proposals of the district lioards, the request for 
utilixing the loan for tube-wells, as also the necessity for further 
examination of certain technical aspec'ts of the loan policy propose<l 
have made it necessary to modify some of the features of the original 
proposals, and at the same time to reach a clearer definition of the 
jolicy in question than the outline conveyed in the pit*vious letter. 

3. Equatwl — This letter contemplated refmyment of the 

loan by payment of interest and sinking fund. It would \m both more 
in accordance with the usual procedure for the serv^ice of such loans, 
and a simpler method, if the service of the loan is effected by equated 
payments rather than by piiynient of interest and sinking fund. It has 
been decided that this method should be followed, and the concession 
to be made by Government needs to Vie re-stated in ai’cordance with 
that decision. 

4. IMa of lflliritl«*-~The nite of interest which would normalty be 
payable by local bodies on a loan of this character, were no financial 
concession to be ma<le. may be taken at 6 per cent. As has already 
been explained the financial conceasion contemplated is not intended 
to tnvnlve Government in liabiltties exceeding the raourring grant of 
Bs. 2»6O»O0O per annum, at present made to ^siriei ofllcers for water- 
eupply, which, under the scheme contemplated, will be applied to 
vuikmg district boards of pari of ike loan charges. The larger the 
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cmcmmum made in ledncing tko imte of inteMt payalde, tka leas 
exIensiTe will its scope be ikitjngriioiii tbe piwnnce as a wlnde. After 
examining alternative figures Government bave decided that tbe 
appropriate course would be to grant district boards a coiicessimi equiva^ 
lent to their taking this loan at 3 per cent, instead of tbe normal figure 
of 6 per cent. 

6. Crmit in roduoUmi of tana oharigta— There would be two 

methods of giving effect to this concession. Either tbe recurring 
charges payable to the senice of the loan might be calculated at 
interest at 3 per rent, or these charges may be calculated at the normal 
figure of 6 per cent, a ret urriiig grant being made to district boards 
taking the loan e(|uivaJent to the difference between the equated pay- 
ment jxiyable on interest of 6 |)er cent., and on interest of 3 per cent. 
The bitter lourse tip|>earH to lie .preferable; and the procedure to be 
followeil will therefore lie that district boards will take the loan at 6 
|ier cent, and make peyments of equated C'harges on that basis receiv- 
ing a grant of the difference between these charges and those of the 
loan at 3 per cent. That is to say, that on an assumed loan of Rs. I 
lakh for a periwl of 26 years a district board would make an actual 
e(|uate<l payment of Us. 7.823 and reieive against this an annual grant 
of R«. 2.0i^). Similarly, on a loan of TU. 1 lakh with a term for ten 
years district boards would make ai) annual equated payment of 
Hs, 13,587, leceiviiig in leturn a grant of Rs. 1,8(H. 

6. tata of tallt — These two periods of 25 years and 10 years 
are intended not merely as examples of the working of the scheme hut 
as the normal jieriocl for which loons will be sanctioned. In defer- 
ence to the representations by several district boai*ds Government have 
dei'ided that schemes for tube-wells should not be excluded from tbe 
si heme. The normal life of a tube-well cannot, however, l)p taFeii 
to exceed 10 years, and loans taken to finance the C4)nst ruction of tube- 
wells must thert'fore Is' repayable within this period. On the other 
hand, the life of a tank or urdinao' well may l)e taken at 25 years, and 
in loans taken for these jirojects the longer term will therefore be 
admissible. It will lie open therefore to district boards to submit pro- 
INisals for loans Isith for (ulie-wells on the one hand and for ordinary' 
wells and tanks on the other, loans for the former purposes having a 
period of 10 years, and loons for the latter purpose having a pwiod of 
25 years. Proposals should be framed in two parts when iwojecU of 
both kinds are contemplated, and sepomte loan applications fnbinitte<l 
for the respective loans. 

7. LmI MMtribliltatt— It is a principle followed in expenditure 
from the existing grant of Rs. 2| lakhs for mud water-snppiy that 
ex)ieii<liture limn this grant should normally be supplemented to the 
extent of one-third of the cost of a project by local ^ort; and Govern* 
ment consider that the same principle should be retaineil in ^ leene 
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ciftAlMaam Gbvenatieiit will not be ptepnind to aanction projecU 
to Ininaaoed from tbis Ioann policy nnlem cme-tliird of the eoet of the 
in#iridiial work to be carried out in to be rmiaed by local nubacriptioon. 


8. ApiMHOprii^ of loono boaidn will of 

course be required to expend loans taken under this policy strictly on 
the objects for which the loan was taken, and this appropriation will 
1)6 watched under the existing* rule 147 and form 42 of the Ix)cal Self- 
(lovemment Accounts Rules, subject to such further instructions to 
rommissioners as Government may find it necessary to issue to ensure 
that the loans have been usefully apfdied. 


9. AgMMif Of union botfth. — Ft is not the intention of Govemnient 
at present that the loans taken by district l)oards under this scheme 
should be used for lending money to union Isiords. Whether there 
would be any advantage in such a proiMnlure can only be ascertaineil 
after the loans policy now contemplated has been experimented within 
its simplest form. Tt is pr>ssih]e that for <ertnin types of work the 
district bonitl might find the union board a useful agency for construc- 
tion or supervision, but it is only as an agent for expenditure, and 
not as the recipient of a loan that the union boanl would find a place 
in the present scheme. 

10. AfimiftI installUiltt 0f Imh. — T t is necessary for hx^a! bodies to 
distinguish lieta-een their general programme of improvements t4> la» 
finnnce<l from the loans policy, and their immediate expenditure year 
l»y year in cairving out the works contemplated. Government desire 
to hove some idea what the ultimate scheme of each district Iswird for 
the improvement of its water-supply in accordance with this poli«'V 
would be; and naturally cannot sanction expenditure on individual 
piYijects and the grant of loans for such projects until such general 
programme has been submitted and received general apfirovaJ. At 
the same time the details in such general programme, once a|)|»rr)veil. 
would certainly not be regarded ns l>eyond alteration. Gn the other 
hand, it is necessar>' for Government to know jirecisely what work is 
to be taken up by the district board under the loans scheme year by 
year, and what the actual expenditure will \nt within the year immedi- 
ately ahead. It is not the intention of Government to make block 
loans at the outset covering the cost of the whole iwogrammo, the 
execution of which will take several years, but to grant so much of 
the loans year by year as is necessary for aHual expenditure on the 
works <!ontemplate<i during the yeitr. Any tdher procedure will be 
contrary to elementary financial principles, and might iwsult in 
iinauthorised appropriation of portions of the loan to objects other than 
those for which it was originally granted. 

11. Atvitinil tf pripitidii— I am now t49 request that these prin- 
niplaa May bn communicated to all district boards and that they may* 
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be nqiiMt«d to aonitiium t^ ptofusob alnady aiilnittt4 ud 
them to far M may he naoeitaiy in mrder io Hhm into oonlmmiity 
iritli tlie inatmctimm now laid down. I am to add.^tiba^^ piOM O la 
TooeiTed from individiiai boards are at tbe same time %mng 
examined in ibis department and that in cases in whidi Uiey arb 
iotind to conform with these prinmides, or can easily be made do 
«o, a further communication will be made to you with a %iew to 
iacilitating final preparation of its proposab by the district board in 
question and making early provision for the first instalment of ^e 
loan. 


Mr. BldOY PRAMO SINGH ROY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the principles referred in paragraph 11 of the Govetn- 
roent circular have already been communicated to the district boards 
concerned F 


The Hoii*Me Kumar SHIS SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Yes. 


Mr. BldOY PRABAD BINOH ROY: Will the Hon^ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the Government have finished the scrutinisation of 
the proposals by individual district boards? 

Tlia HMPMf Kumm BHIB SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Not yet. 

Mr. BldOY PRASAD BINOH ROY: Will theHon*ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the Government hope to com]dete the scheme 
and when it will be ready for being given effect to? 

Tha HmPMa Kumar BHIB BHBKHARBBWAR RAY: That depends 
on the schemes that are received from the district boards. We have 
not yet received them from all the district l>oards. As the schemes are 
coming we are scrutinising them and tiying to give effect to them. 


UmtairiB Qu w tiai ii 

(anarnm la wtilali wart laM an Nia INMib) 

I. Maulai BYBO MAdlD BAKBNi (a) Is the Mm^Ae Mmabar in 
charge of the Imgation Department aware that a Kahn- 

gaaga scheme referred to in the speech el the late Maharaja Bahadur et 
Nadia on the l^h August, 1S25, is an ese snti a l part af At Bhaifab 
achemeNe. nr 
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(6) the Hon’ble Ifember aware that ia order to ensure a copious 
flow of water from the Mathabhanga the reconstruct ion of a bridge 
OTor 4he E. B. Baflway line which is a necessary part of the scheme 
has been agreed to bf the Railway authorities? 

Is it a fact that the Nalwganga sc heme is complete and ready tc^ 
be in|t into oi>eration at once? 

,If the answer to (r) is in the aflBnnative. will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether it will be put into ojHM'ation along 
with the main Bhairab scheme? 

(e) Is the Hcui’ble Memlier aware that at a recent District Con- 
ference of the people of Jessore held at the B. Sarkur Memorial IBill 
great resentment and dissatisfaction were* expressc*d by all at the 
apparent inac’tivity and dilatoriness in the matter? 

if) Will the Hon’ble Memlier Iw* pleased to state definitely when 
the work is likely t<» l>e taken up? 

(g) Are the (roveininent considering the desirability of cemtribut- 
ing a fair sliare of the expenses involved in the working of the 
scheme ? 

Tha Hon’ble AlhodJ Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVl! to) The 

Nabaganga scheme^ is not an essential part of the Bhairab Scheme 
No. II. It is complementary to it. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) A report from the local ofticers was rec'ently receivf*d and further 
informati(»n has just l>een asked for. 

(fh I)o«*s not arise. 

(c) frovernmeiit have no inforniaticm on the subjec't. 

(/) A date cann(»t l)e fixed now. 

(g) The time has not yet arrived to consider the financing of the 
scheme. 

Mamvi 8YE0 MAdiO BAKBH: Will the Hon'ble MemW be 
pleased to state when it w*ill 1 k« in a position to take* up the scheme? 

Tilt Htn’Mt AlhMlJ Bir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVl S The final 
estimate has not yet been received. We are awaiting a further report 
from the local officer. 

MtiNvi BYED MAJID BAKBH l I want to know the approximate 
time a* the people of Jessore are dying by tbousanda? 

Mr. RREilOENTs That ia not the proper wny to pot a qneaiion. 

3 
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Maillvj 8YE0 MA^ID BAK$H: WiU % Hon’bld Memlier be 

pleaded to state the approximate date when the scheme is' lilw^y to 
materialise f' 

The Hen’ble AIHmIJ Sir ABDELKERiM CHUZNAVI: It is im- 
possible to give any approximate date. 


BKeirab Scheme II. 

2. MiUlvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: (o) Is the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the I/oeal Self-Government Department aware that a 
scheme for the reclamation of the river Bhairab has Wn before the 
Goveniment for over a quarter of a centurj’? 

(b) Is it a fart that as early as the time of late Sir John Wwxlbum, 
Lieutenant-G<>vernor of Bengal, the matter was taken up in right 
earnest and an engineer was appointed for the purpose? 

(r) Is it a fart that during the time of Sir Andrew Fraser a sum of 
Its. 75. (MK) WHS actually budgeted for the purpose? 

(d) Is it a fart that after successive Governors of Bengal had shown 
their interest in the matter, the scheme was finally prepared under 
orders of ls»rd Lytton and taken up under the Bengal Agricultural 
and Sanitary Improvement Act, (Bengal Act VI of 1920>? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister awate that while sfieaking on a 
res<dution moved in Bengal Legislative ('ouncil on the 17th August, 
1925, the late Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia said in the clearest of 
terms that as regards S<heine No. II "All difficulties have now been 
overcome. This project is now ready"? 

(/) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that in spite of all these declara- 
tions and solemn assurances the scheme has not been put into 
operation and no work has l>egunP 

The Kwiwr SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: (a) Tes. 

(h) Tes. 

(r) Yes. 

(ff) The Irrigation Department have prepared a scheme for the 
purpose of the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Aict, but 
proceedings under this Act have not yet reached finality. 

(e) Yes, in reference to the technical aspect of the scheme. 

(/) The member is referred to paragraph (d) of this reply. 
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AppointiMiit of MolHMiiiMMians in liio Oolciitta Improvomont 
Trust TrilNinsl. 

3. Maulvl MOHAMMED BA8IR UDDIN: {a) WiH the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) when the Calcutta Improvement Trust Tribunal was first 
constituted; and 

(tt) whether a Muhammadan has been ever appointed by the Gov- 
ernment to the Tribunal since its constitution? 

(6) If the answer to (o) (n) is in the negative, aiv the Government 
considering the desirability of appointing a Muhammadan in the next 
vacancy on the Tribunal? 

The Hon'IMe Kunuir 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (o) (i) The 

Calcutta Improvement 'IVust Tribunal was first constituted under 
section 72 of the (^abutta Improvement A<t in Novemlier, 1912. 

(ii) The p<»st of Assessor appointed by Government has not been 
filled by a Muhammadan. 

(h) It would Im* difficult to apply the rules alnuit the proportion of 
Muhammadans in Government sendee to an isolated appointment such 
as that t>f As^esHOf of the Impnivement Trust Tribunal, the vacancy 
lH*ing one to la* tilled <in the resfM»ctive merits and tj uni ificat ions of 
candidates f<jrtln‘oiuing, iriespe<tive of communal considerations. 


8«ltotiufi of KhttfiNitial OfBoiri. 

4. Mauivi NURAt AB8AR CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state on 
what policy khasmahal officers tkhas tahsildnrs) are se1e<’ted? 

(h) Who is respimsible for this selection? 

Thu 8lr RR0VA8H CHUNOiR MITTER: (a) These 

officers are selected from the grades of Sub-Depufy Collectors and of 
Settlement Kanungos, according to their efficiency and revenue 
experience. 

(6) The selection is made by the Board of Revenue with the 
concurrence of Govemmeat. 
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iMiviiwuil Ofliotr at Chittagoiv. 

5. Mauivi NURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Merril)er in charffe of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
the reason why no Mussalman officer has posted as Snbdivisional 
Officer to the Sadar sulMlivision, Chitta^fonK? 

(b) Is the Ilon’ble Member aware of any representation from the 
Mussalmans on this subject when a very junior Hindu officer 
Mr. D. K. Ohosh was made Subdi visional Officer in preference to the 
senior Deputy Collector Mauivi Ahmad w^ho was made Additional Sub- 
divisional Officer P 

(r) If the answer to (/>) is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
for the preference? 

The Hon*Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: {o) and (c) There is no 
particular reason against the appointment of a Muhammadan Sub- 
divisional Officer. Hut it is necessarv^ that the Ma^strate in char^?e 
of Oie Sitakund mcla should be a Hindu, and, therefore, when one of 
the Sadar Subdi visional Officers is a Hindu it has beeti found con- 
venient I hat he should In* posted to the “A” subdivision. 

(b) Yes, a telegram was received. 


Chittagong CoYammant Collaga. 

6. Mauivi RURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURY: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charjre of the Education Department be pleas<»d to state 
the maximum numW of students admitted into the Chitta^ronj? 
Government College — 

(f) during* the principalship of Shams-ul-TTlama Mr. Kamaluddin 
Ahmad; and 

(li) during the i>eriod after the said principalship? 

Tha HoMli Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: (i) and (it^ 
Mr. Kamaluddin Ahmad acted as Principal of the Chittagong College 
from the 4th Aug\ist, 1924, to the Dth December, 1926. The number 
of new students admitted into the Chittagong College during the 
sessions 1924-25 to 1929-50 is as follows: — 


1924-25 

... 298 

1925-26 

... 426 

1926-27 

... 406 

1927-28 

... 402 

192H-29 

... 288 

1929-30 

... 288 
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llililifi ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon'bJe Minister be pJeaecni (o 
state why there has been such a larg^ decrease in the uumbtM' of 
admissions duiing the last two years, viz., 1928-29 and 1929410? 

The HOfi'ble Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: The Onllege was 
overcrowded and the Director of Public rnstnictioii on the report of 
the Principal of the College decide<l to restrict admission aeconling to 
the accommodation available in the (\dlege. 

Mtuivi ABDUL KARIM: Am I to understand that while there were 
425 admissions in 1925-20, 405 in the next year and 402 in the year 
following, the accommotlation was larger then than it was during the 
last two yea 1*8 ? 

Tim Hon'bla Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUDDIN: I said that the College 
was overcrowdtMl. 


Promotion of a mombor of tlio Bongal Junior Civil iorvkw to tho 
rank of Deputy Collaotor from outiido tho list 

7. Mauivi NURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURY: (o) Will the Hon ble 

Meml>er ill charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state 
whalher any memlier of the llengal Junior Civil Service lias, in 
Decemlier, HW, l>een promoted to the rank of Deputy Collector fnun 
outside the list prepareil by the Selection Committee for promotion 
fr<»m the Bengal Junior Civil Service, in infringt*raent of the rules 
laid down in the Bengal (JovernmenCs letter Nos. 82tt-‘"15A ^paragraph 
8 )? 

(/i) If the answer to (a) is in the afhmiative, will the llotCble 
Member l»e pleased to state the reason therefor? 

Tho Non*hlO Mr. A. N. MOBCRLYl (o) Dne member of the Bengal 
Junior Civil Service whose name was not included in the list prepared 
by the Selection Committee but was added by the Permanent Board of 
Selection when submitting the list to (Government, was selectefl for 
promotion. 

(6) This is in accordance with the procedure laid d«>wn in 
Prov. C (m) to Rule XII A (/) of the Civil 8€»rvices (Oovemors 
Provinces) Classification Rules, published in Government of India, 
Home Department’s notification No. F. 472 — II — 23, dated 21 st June, 
1924. Steps are being taken to amend the orders contained in para- 
graph 8 of Bengal Government’s letter No. 82B-8»35A., dated the 31it 
January, 1929. 
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lohiiiii for tho iiflprovoinont of froo pKmiry sehools for girft in 
Chittagong. 

8. Maillvi MURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in eharjre of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Municipal Commissioners of the Chitta- 
Municipality have recently submitted a revised scheme for free 
primary education of ffirls, stronjfly recommended by the Divisional 
( ominissioiiei: for the acceptance of the Government? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon 'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of the 
Goveriiiiient to sanction the same.^ If not, why not? 

Tho Hon*blo Mr. KHWAdA NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A scheme for the 
expansion and impro\-ement of free primary* education for girls within 
the limits of the Chittagong Municipality was received by the 
Director of Public Instruction in July, 1929, from the Commissioner, 
Chittagong Division. 

(ti) The scheme is l)eing considered hy the Director of Public 
Instruction, who is in correspondence with the Municipality. 


Smrerage aohemt for tho Chittagong Munioiptlity. 

9.* Mouivi MURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURY: (o) Will the HotChle 
Minister in charge of the Iam-uI Self-Government Department be 
plfHised to state whether it is a fact that ih© Municipal Commissioners, 
Cliittugong, Imve forwarded a sewerage H<*heme through the local 
oflh’ials for approval of the Government, with a prayer for free dona* 
tioii of the entire capital cost from the Government and with a 
proposal for emiwiwering the Municipal Commissioners to levy a 
tciminal tux on passengers? 

(h) If so, are the Government considering the desirability of 
Bppnrving the proposals? If not, why not? 

<r) Is it a fact that the Government has paid Rs. 25,00,000 as 
capital cost for the sewerage scheme of the city of Dacca? 

Tha Hotl'bit Kumtr 9HIB 9HEKHARE8WAR RAYf (a) A 

sewerage scheme for the ('hittagong Municipality has been submitted 
to the Sanitary lioard and forwarded by the Hoard to Government with 
certain re<'ouimendations. 

(h) The recximmendations of the Sanitary Board are under the 
consideration of Government. 

(c) Yea, 
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Tixttkwi of motor woiiioieo in municipol and dbtriot boonl arooi. 

19. Mauivi NURAL AB8AR CHOUOHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon^ble Member in eharge of the Police Department be pleaned to 
state whether it is a fact that most of the municipalities and district 
boards have made a strong representation to Government to empower 
them to levy fees on motor vehicles? 

(ft) If so, are the (Jovernment considering the desirability of 
undertaking legislation to this effect? 

MEMBER in oharga of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tha Hon'bla 
Mr. A. N. Moboriy): and {h) Goveniment have n»ceive<l such 

representations aiid arc examining the ciucstion of legislation for the 
taxation of motor vehicles with reference to the recoiiiineiidations of 
the Indian Road Development (Vmiinmittee. 


Maliath and Inohakhali Irrigation Sohomoi in OMttagong. 

11. Mauivi NURAL AB8AR CHOUDHURY: in) U the Ilon ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department aware that the 
Maliash and Inchukhali Irrigation Schemes of |M}li<e-s(ulion Mirsarai, 
Chittiigong. have proved unsuccesstul ? 

(ft) If the answer t(» in) is in the negative, are the Government 
considering the desiiahility of making an in(|uir>' into the matter? 

Tho Hon-blo AlhadJ Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVi; (ni No. 

On the contrary, the schemes have proved a success. 

(ft) Does not arise. 


Salkilira-Tala Road in KHuina. 

12. Mauivi SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMYl (a) U the 

Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Tx^r’a! Self-Government Department 
aware that the local public have l>een asking the Khulna district 
hoard for a metalled rood from Satkhira fsuMi vision) to Tala (p*»lice- 
atation)? 

(ft) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware of the fasrt that the condition 
of the existing hmtehn road between Satkhira and Tala which hecomee 
Mill worae during the rainy season makes it impossible for the travelling 
public to attend to their business in a normal condition f 
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(c) It the answers to (a) and (h) are in the affirmative^ are the 
Government considerinjf the desirability of making a partial contribu- 
tion or granting a loan to the Khulna district board for constructing a 
metalled road of twelve miles from Satkhira to Tala? 

The Hon’ble Kumar 8HiB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (a) and (6) 

No such representation has l>een brought to the notice of the Local 
Self-Government Department, and Government have no information 
about the state of tlie road between Satkhira and Tala which is a 
matter for the Khulna district board. 

(c) No such application has been received. 


Juta auttivatioffi in rtlation to pubNo hatlth. 

18. Kmi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the IjocuI Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(t) w'ho is the author of the cinular that jute is the source of 
health and prosperity of Bengal ; 

(ti) who is the questioner incognito in relation to the Public 
Health Questionnaire; 

(mi) whether the .circular was based upon any inquiries; 

(tv) if so, what is the natim» of the inquiries; and by whom those 
inquiries were made; and 

(r) whether any ex|>e!i opinion was obtained that jute-steeped 
water is wholesome for health pur]) 08 es? 


Tlw Hon*blt KuiMr 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (i) and (u) 

Deference apjiears to l>e to a cinmlar which issued in August, 1928, 
under tbe heading of *Mute cultivation in relation to public health. 
Questionnaire and Answers.'’ This circular repnnluced personal 
opinions expressed by Dr. Bentley in reply to inquiries addressed to 
him by Dr. J. (\ Sinha, Director of the Department of Economics and 
Politics, Dacca University, on jute cultivation in relation to public 
health. Correspondence betw*een the two experts was subsequently 
published in the form of a circular to local laxlies through a mis- 
apprehension in the Public Health Department, and the circular waa 
sulisequently withdrawn. 

(im), (ir) and The views expressed were those of Dr. Beiitle3r*a 
based on his own appreciation of the facta. 
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Bridgii in IN Ftrri-Bilonla Railway lina. 

14. Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: (a) U the Hon’hle^ 
Member in charjre of the Public Works Department (Railways) aware' 
that the area throujrh which the Feni-Bilonia Railway paases ia w 
flood area, and that even’ year rain water from the adjacent Tippera 
Hill passes over the land surroundinf? the siiid railway line? 

(6) Is it a fact that the residents of the l(H'ality appn»ached the- 
Railway authorities to provide more bridpes for better drainape of 
f|(Kid water? 

(f) Is it a fact that they had also approached the Go\*enjment an<t 
District Mapistrate, Noakhali, with the same prayer? 

(d) If the answers to (h) and (r) are in the afbrmati%’e, will the* 
Hon’hle Meml^er lie pleased to state whether he has received any re(»ort 
from the District Mapistrate and Subdivisional Officer, Feni, recom- 
mendinp for providinp inoi*e bridpes? 

(e') Is the Hon’ble Meml>er aware that every year flcmd water which 
passes over the district l>oard road is obstructed by the newly-con- 
structed Feni-Hibmia Railway line? 

(f) Are the (f<»verninefit ccuisiderinp the desirability of iakinp 
steps for the provision of more bridpes in the railway line? 

Thfl Hon*ble Mr. A. MARR: (a) Yes. 

(h) Government have no information. 

(r) A i)etition was received bv Or>vernment, 

(d\ The (’ollectoi of \oakhali and the Subdivisional Officer, Feni^ 
considered the waterways pn>vided to l>e sufficient. 

(e) It is the tidal water fd the Muhari river, and not the railway 
emlmnkment, which bbsks the druinape, causinp water-loppinp o>ver 
the urea for a day or two ofter ver>' heavy rainfall. 

(/) No. 


ChitUgOfig-Barisal sUamtr tanrloib 

1ft. Kbtfi iahlb Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charpe of the Marine Department aware that the steamera 
plyinp between Chittaprmp and Barisal usually make unusual delay at 
Doulatkan, Bhola and Patharhai stations, with the result that they 
reach Barisal too late for the Khulna Express? 

(6) If so, are the Government considerinp the deeirability of draw- 
ing the attention of the Joint Steamer €<nnpanie« to the matter f 
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MEMiER in ehargn of MARINE DEPARTMENT (the Hofi’IRo 
Mr. A. Mmt): (a) The Bari^il-Chiita^on^ steamers are not meant to 
•connect with the Khulna-Barisal Express. The service is mainly a 
^enrgo one and re^fular running’ cannot therefore be g^arantee<l. 

The Bhola-Patharhat public wishing to travel by the Ehulna> 
Barisal Express use the Bhowaniganj sen'ice steamer which maintains 
sa regular connexion with the Express. 

(h) The question does not arise. 


Aocommodition for uppor class passongars in the Chlttagong-DaHsal 
steamer senriot. 

16. Khan Sahib Mauivi BAZLUL HUQ: {a) Is the Hon ble 

Memlier in charge of the Marine Department aware that there is no 
acfiommodation in the steamer plying between Chittagong and Barisal 
for the second and inter-class passengers, both male and female? 

(h) If HO, are the Government considering the desirability of draw- 
ing the attention of the Steamer Companies to this matter? 


The Hon*bls Mr. A. MARR: {n\ There is no second class accom- 
modation on the Barisnl-Chittagong steamers. Second class accom- 
modation is provided cmly on Hteamers operating on important services 
with train connections. 

Screen l>erths are provided on the Barisal-Chittngong steamers for 
inter-class passengers. 

(h) No action hy (b)vernmeiit is considered necessary. 


Khulnc-Barltd-Chittigimg ttcamcr icrvioc. 

17. Khan iiMb Maiilvi BAZLUL HUQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
MemWr in charge of Marine Department aware — 

(i^ that the Barisal Express fixun Khulna reaches Barisal at about 
8 o’clock in the morning; 

(til that there is no corresponding steamer in the ChitiagoatT 
aad 

(iiil that the passengers have to stay throughout the whole day 
at the station for the Chittagong steamer at about 8 p.m. at 
aightf 
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(b) Is it also a fact — 

($) that t&e Barisal Mail from Khulna reachen Darisa) at about 
9 at night; and 

(u) that the passengers have to stay throughout the wliole night 
and the next daj^ for the Chittagong steamer? 

(c) It the answers to (<i) and (6) are in the afiirmative« are the 
Government considering the desirability of drawing the attention of 
the Steamer Companies to this matter? 

TII6 Hon'blt Mr. A. MARRS («) (i> The Barisul Express is timed 
to rea<!h Barisal at 5 a.m. 

(it) and {tti) The Barisal Express does not eonnert with (he 
Barisal-Chittagong steamers whitdi leave at 8 p.m. There is m» demand 
for any such connection, as the raleutta-Chittagong traftic is dealt with 
ria Ooalundo and Chandpur and the Khulna to (Miittagong trutfic is 
very small. 

(b) (i) and (ii) Yes, but there is not sufficient traffic to warrant (he 
Kliulna-Barisal Mail connecting with the Barisnl-Cliittagong service. 

(c) No. 

Altotmant of time for the diapoeel of exoeee and other greiite. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have to announce that under the Orders of 
His Kx(*ellency tin* (iovernor this day has Immmi allotted for tho dis- 
cu.ssion of ail the Excess uiul Supplementary demands for grants. If 
the di.Hcussion has not Ho<Mier tennimited F shall put all question neces* 
«ary to dis^Kise of outstanding demands at r>>]5 p.m. 


GOVERNMENT BUtlNEM. 

RMnrt ef the Bengal tegleletive Oommittee on PuMio Aooounte on the 
AiBNoprtalion Aoeounte lor 

MEMBER in eharge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT: (the Hen^ 
Mr* A* Marr): Sir, 1 lieg to present the report of the Bengal liegis- 
lative (.Vimmittee on I'ublic Accounts on the Af>pmpna(ion Accounta 
for the year 1927-28. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In this connection, 1 may tell the members that 
if any of them wish to discuss the report generaily they can do 
eo when we take up the first three items which arise out of the report. 
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EXCESS GRANTS. 


7.— Stampt. 


TIm Hon'Ue Mr. A. MARR: With your j)eimis.sion, Sir, bfefore I 
move the actual demands on th€‘ ujrenda p4ipi*r, I should like to repeat 
what I said last year repirding the proce<lure about these excess grants. 
After the Budget year is finished, the accounts are made up by the 
Accountant-General and if he finds that any grant in the Budget has 
been exceeded, he brings the fact to the notice of Government and it is 
one of the principal duties of the (’ommittee on Public Accounts to 
examine and emiuire into these excesses and satisfy itself of the causes 
of the excesses before making its report to this Council. That report 
is then laid before this (V>un(‘il, as has just now been done, and the 
('ouncil is then asked to vote the excess grants. In dosng so, up till 
now it has })een the convention that the Council generally accepts the 
Publi(' Accounts ('ommittee’s recommendations and I may mention 
that this convention is also followed in the House of Commons. 

Gn the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to 
move that an excess grunt of Its. 009 l>e voted by the ('ouncil to 
regularise the expenditure actually incurred in exces.s of the voted 
grant in the year 1927-28 under the major head “7. — Stamps.” 

This excess has l»een explaiiuMl in the memorandum in Apjandix I 
to the Public A<‘counts Committee’s ltt*|H>rt on jsige 57, and c<»»pie8 of 
this memorandum have lami <*irculated. The excess is due simply to 
two adjustments on ai'couiit of the c<»st of stamiw. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


1 -Mf) p.m. I 


24.— AdHiinittralioii of JuttiM. 

TN Hon*blt Hr. A. MARRS On the recommendation of His Excel- 
lency the Governor 1 iMPg to move that an excess grant of Bs. 1,254 
be voted by the Council to regularise the exfienditure actually incurred 
in excess of the votwl grant in the year 1927-28 under the ipajor head 
”24. — Administration of Ju8ti<*e.” 

This excess has Wen explained in the second memorandum in 
Appendix I of the Public Accounts Committee’s Keport on page 57 
of the Be|x>rt. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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ExfniMitiiiii in Engfand. 

Tim Hnn'llki Mr* A« MARRs On the recommendation of His Excel* 
lenoy the Govenior I beg- to move that an excess grant of Rs. 4,992 be 
voted bv the Council to regularise the expenditure actually iucuri"ed in 
excess of the voted grant in the year 1927-28 under the major head 
* ‘Expenditure in England.” 

This excess has also been explained in the thirt! mepioiruidum in 
Appendix I of the Public Accounts Committee’s Re|)ort on page 58 of 
the Repoit. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


DEMANDS FOR GRANTS. 

S.~~Exoitft. 

MINISTER in ohirgn of EXCISE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bli 
Kunutr Shib Shokharoiwar Roy): On the n«commendation of His Excel- 
lency the Oovenior 1 Is^g to move that a token sum of He. 1 In* grunted 
towards tlie expenditure of Rs. 7,221 under the minor head ‘‘Sujieiin- 
tendence” on account of the i^ay and travelling allowance of the ofti- 
ciati ng Coinmibsioner of Excise and Salt. 

The reason lor this token demand of He. 1 has been explained in 
the Memorandum submitted to the memb<»rs of the Council. I would 
only add that this is by no means really an excess exf^enditure. 1‘he 
talary of the permanent Commissioner of Excise is a non-voied item 
and when he took leave in the ciiurse of the year an officer from the 
Provincial Civil Service was np|>oiuted to officiate for him. Ilis salary 
and tiavclling allowance are subje<»t to the vote of the ('ouncil. Sir, 
Government could have reappropriated fmm savings under other minor 
heads to c<»ver the excess here, hut us there was a token cut of Re. 1 
under this particular mincer head at the time the Budget was iiassed we 
cannot exceed the Budget limit without the leave of the House. It is 
a formal matter and 1 trust that (be inetiiliers wiE agree to it. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


IS.— 4)tb« rtvtniai ticptiNitun fbianMl from orSIfiiry rovonno. 

Tho Hoii*blo ANiadJ Sir ARDELKERIM CHUZNAVIs Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that ii 
token sum of Re. 1 be granted for expenditure of Rs. 1,00,000 ttndor 
]|iead “15B. — Works” on the work of constructing a brick mattress at 
^rajganj for the protection of the town of Serajganj. 
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Sir, the tacin of this cai»e have been set out in the memorandum 
which has been circulated to the members of this House. It is also 
more or less a matter with which the public have been familiar dbt>m 
the reports which have appeared in the press regarding erosion at 
Serajgunj during recent years. I may, however, add a few words for 
the information of the members of the House and particularly the new 
members. It was hitherto decided to leave Serajganj to its fate for 
the reason, namely, that the Chief Engineer and other technical advisers 
of Government thought that nothing could be done to protect Seraj- 
ganj except at a prohibitive cost. They thought that perhaps a sum 
of Rs. .'t0,00,fK)0 would be required where the value of Government 
property was not more than Rs. 5,00,000 or Rs. 6,00,000. It was, 
however, decided to re-examine the question and I thought it best to 
look at it on the 8|)ot. I can assure you, Sir, that I spent an anxious 
night in the train for I was afraid lest I might have to tell the people 
of Serajganj that they all had niy heartfelt sympathy, but that it was 
im|K>ssible to do anything for them. It seems, however, that the 
prayer of the distressed reached the throne (rf the Almighty. For 
when I insfx*cted the area of erosion along with the Chief Engineer 
things looked much brighter and the prospect of saving the t»>wn seem- 
ed to he very fair. The Chief Engineer estimated the cost at some- 
thing like Us. 3, Ft, 168 of which the |ieople of Sengganj showed a ver>" 
commendahle spirit in agreeing to contribute Rs. 1,00,000. The total 
sum n*<|uircd will be provided in the Budget of the Irrigation Depart- 
ment under heiul “15B. — Work.s” as follows: — Rs. 1,00, IKK), 

Rs. lfKlO-31 — Rs. 1,13,168, and the hnlaiu’e of IN. l,tMt,(MM) will be 
charged against the dejiosit of IN. 1,(K),(KK) to made bv the Town 
Protection Committee. It is pnqwsed to nieet the sum of Rs. 1,00,000 
rtM|uired during the current financial year from the anticipated savings 
in the total grant for “Irrigation.” I am glad to say that the town 
people have nli’eady contributed a large sum of money, so it is merely 
a question of formality to bring this motion before the House. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

aft.— IntiTist on oltior oMignlioni. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. A. MARR: On the reiommendation of His Excel- 
lency the Governor I N'g to move that a sum of Rs. 4,500 be granted 
for expimditure under the head “20. — Interest on other obligations” in 

lir 20 - 30 . 

The reason for this demand bos been given in the memorandum, 
copy of which has been circulated to all Members of this House. Tbe 
reason is simply that our anticipation as regards tbe amount of money 
to be paid as interest on refunds of land revenue has been excee*^. 

Tbe motion was put and agreed to. ^ ^ 
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SI.— Education (Transfirred.) 

TliO Hon’blo Mr. KHWAJA NAZIMUODIN: On (he mxMnmenaa. 
tion of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 67,000 be grantetl for expenditure under the head “31. — Kdiicutioiv 
(Transferred) — A; University — Grants to Universities — (^alcutta Uni- 
versity — Non-recurring’* in 1929-30. 

In 1926 the Government of Bengal agreed to make a grant of 
Us. 2,43,000 a year for 5 years to the Calcutta University and accepted 
contingent liability to the extent of Rs. 67,000 if the rw'eipts from 
Fee Fund and the liow College fees fell below the amount estimated by 
the Government of Bengal. Calcutta University informed Government 
last July that during the year 1928-29 the receipts from FtM? Fund and 
the I>aw College fees were Wlow the figures accepted by Government 
and therefore applied for a gnint of Rs. 57,000 which the Government 
had agreed under the contingent liability arningement. This amount 
could n(8 be provided in the current year’s budget as the budget <»sti. 
mates were framed al»out eight months previously. As there wa» 
not sufficient numev for reappr(»priation ho I a.sk the consent of the 
Couni il to the supplemental^ gnint of Rs. 57,000 in the cunvnt year 
under the head “31. — Education (Transferred).” 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


34.— Agriouftunb 

MINISTER in ohargn of ACRItULTURE and INOUITRIEt 
DEPARTMENT (axoliiding Exoita) (tha Hofi’M# Khan Bahadur 
K. C. M. Faroqui). On the recommendation of His ExcellcMicv \h& 
(f(»venior I beg to move that a token sum of Re. 1 be granted for 
expenditure of Rs. 2.524 under minor head “Superintendence” on 
accruint of Quinquennial Census of Cuttle in Bengal. 

In this connection I refer to the memorandum No. 370 in which the 
necessity for this expenditure has been fully explained. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

[4 p.m.] 

4S.— StatiMiary and Printing 

Tha Han’hla Mr. A. MARRl On the recommendation of His Excel- 
lency the Governor, I beg to move that a tolren( sum of Re. I be 
granted for expenditure under the head ”46. — Stationery and Print- 
ing — Government Presses” in order to meet the excess expenditure of 
Rs. 67,000 anticipated under this minor head. 

Hon'ble Kumar has already exfdained to the Council the reason 
for^tting forward a token grant of Be. 1. In this particular cMp. 
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the excess ha* occurred simply because, while the money was voted 
under one head to buy machinery in England, it was found more con- 
venient to buy the machinery here; therefore, the coat has been debited 
to another head altogether. So, while we have the money in the 
budget, this payment caused an excess under this particular head. 1 
therefore move this token grant to provide the rest of the money under 
this head. 

The motion was put and agieed to. 

47.— MiioellaiiaouB. 

THb Hon’ble Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of His Excel- 
tency the Governor, I lK*g to move that a token sum of Re. 1 be 
'granted towards the exjjenditure of R.s. 20,000 under the head *‘47. — 
Miscellaneous" as a contribution tow'ards the exiM*nRe8 of the Imperial 
liibrar>', (Calcutta. 

In the coiirso of the year the question as to wdiether the Imjwrhil 
Tiihniry h)hhi1(1 Im* left in Calcutta or removed elsewdiere wa.s under the 
considenition of the Government of India. It w'as finally dwided to 
1eav<* the Library here, and when the (piestion of the amenities of the 
Library to the residents of Bengal, es|M‘cially (^dcutta. and especially 
the use of the Reading Rcnnu, W'as brought to the noti(*e of the Gov- 
s»rnmenl of Bengal by the Government of India, it was agreed that as 
A quid pro quo the Governmenl of Bengal should I'ontribute Rs. 20,000 
towards the cost of the Library in view of having the advantage of the 
Reading UcKim in Calcutta. We have the money in the bmlget. and 
therefore, I simply move this token grant. 

The motion wa.s put and agreed to. 

Lotus tnd Advtnots. 

THt Hofi’Mt Mr. A. MARR: On the recommendation of Hi.s Excel- 
lency the Governor, 1 Wg to move that the sum of Rs. 2,4.‘LtH)0 be 
granted for exfienditure under the head ‘‘Ismiis and Advances" for 
payment of loans to cultivators under the Agriculturists* I^oans Act. 

The nuison Imr this demand has l>een given in the memorandum, a 
-^^opy of which has been circulated to all members of this House. Our 
t^riginnl anticipation os regards these loans has been exceeded, and we 
now find that wo retiuire more money for the purpose of giving loons 
to agriculturists. 

The motion was put and agreed fo. 


The Council was then adjourned till 2-80 p.m., oo Thnniday, the 
41th Februar>'. 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcatta. 



Tm Cotocil met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, on 
Thuredny, the 6th February, 1930, at 2^ p.iu. 


Mr. President (the Hon'ble Kaja Masmatiia Nath Hat CHAi'raivu. 
of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the Bsecutira 
Council, the three Hon'ble Ministers, and 74 nominated and elected 
members. 


Oatii. 

The following member made on oath of his allegianfw to the 
Crown 

Babn Satish Chandra Roy Chowdhnry. 


•Umd Q u i it ii m 

(to loliMi Orel o wooPi n woro givoiiX 

C*iitlO0Diii KiMiUgIr Oirli’ High toNoln 

BAOI AHMiO OHOWDHUHYt Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether it is in the contemplation of GovemmeBt to appoint an Arabic 
and Peman knowing Mubammadan mistreM to tench tlMf Mithammadan 
girls in the Chittagong Khastagir Otrls* High Bchoolf 

•UHITAIIY In COYtHIIMillT, iOyOATIM OiMilTIliHT 
(Mr. A. 4 . OiHDt No : bnt a proposal to appoint a male teadber to girt 
inslnirtion in Ambic is before Government. 

MMlfi tYiO MAJill lAKiHl Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to inform ns whether the appointment of a male teacsher in the 
Hhastagir Girls* School will not be convenient in the Persian depart- 
ment? 

Ilf* A* 4 » MtNf I cannot say anything nMua, the matter ie nmief 
the eonaidemlion of Gownment. 


4 
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MMlHri SYED MMID iAKEHs Doe# the inability of the member 
to antwer my question make him say that he hae no further informa- 
tion P 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. That is no question. 


Dolai KiMd Schima, Daooa. 

m Nanrab KHWAdA HABIBULLAH: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Mendier in charge of the Irrigation Department aware that the Dolai 
Khul Seheme of Dacca has been pending with the Government for 
some years? 

(//) What is its present condition? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
for its early completion? 

MEMBER in eliarga of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (tlia 
Hon'bla AlhadJ Sir Abdalkarim Chuinavi): (a) It has been under 
investigation with the officers of the Irrigation Department for some 
time. 

ih) A projec't has now Wn drawn up and is about to be submitted 
to Government. 

(c) The question dt^es not arise until the scheme has been adminis' 
tratively approved by Government. The scheme must then take its 
chance with other scdiemes us regards provision of funds. 


AllogoE bribtry oomNtioiii in India. 

NMfab ICHWAdA HABIBULLAH: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hon'hle Member in charge of the Political Department been drawn 
to the remark of liord Inchrape that “In India and certain other 
countries bribery' was eo deep rooted and so common that familiarity 
tempted some td condone its depravity “? 

(6) Will the Hon’hle Member he pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that oonditiona in B^igal, particularly in certain departments and 
almost in all subordinate establishmenta, justify the above remark? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Member he pleased to state what steps the Government propoee to take 
in the matter? 

(d) Are the Government considering the deeirahility of forming an 
inquiry committee oonsisiing of an equal number of official and non- 
official members for the purpose at an early date? 



JSall QUESTIONS. fl 

IIWMtER in ckwci af NILITieAL OiMRTMf NT (tlw HaMNa 
Mr. II. N. M a>ir ly )i (a) No. 

(h) and (r) Do not ari^e. 

(d) 5o. 


Dnfiotivt tiftlM pf driiiMfi •! tli# DaoM Unfvpriitjf afM. 

^ Nwidl KHWAdA HASIlULLAHt in) U thf> Hcm'bla 
in charge of the Kduration Dafiartinant »w»re that tho Daofa 
Fniveraity ban sustained a loaa on aroount of tha ilafactiva ayatofn of 
dminaifp of the Fniveniity area? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmaiiTe, will the 
Minister \m pleased to state who mas responsible for this? 

(o) What action, if any, has Iwen taken against the said officer? 


MINISTER in eliargi pf EDUOATION DEPARTMENT (Dip 

Hph’Mp Mr. KtimJS Nt i m i iS d in) l (a) The underground aewers that 

were laid in as part of the sewerage aeheme for the Dacca Uiiieer- 
sity area, have been discovered to be in an unsatisfactory condition. 
Qovemtnent have agreed to provide funds for reconditioning theae 
sewers. 

(6) and (c) Responsibility for the deterioration of these sewers is 
now under investigation. 

MmIvI TAMIZUOOIN khans Will the Hon'Me Minister be 
pleased to state when the Government intends to provide funds for the 
jmrpoee? 

TRp HpnlNi Mr. KHWAdA NAIIMUDOINs Funds have already 
been provided. 

MttMvi TAMIZUOOIN KHANs With reference to answers {b) and 
(c), will the Hon'Ue Minister be pleased to state for how long the 
matter has heen under the consideration of OovemnientP 


TIM Hpii%Ip Mr. KNWAdA NAZIMUDDINs A few montha. 



QTTESTTOSS. 
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Firry boats mimliig botHPOon Hatlya ani M a a b b a tl , 

*20. Kban iabib Mailivi BAZLUL HUQ: (a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Ix)cal Self-Government Department aware 
that the ferry boats running between Hatiya and Noakhali capsise 
frwiuently in river Meghna resulting in the loss of many lives every 
year? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government propose 
to take in the matter? 


MINItTill in ohargoaf LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMCNT DEPAIIT* 
MENT (tbi Hon’bli Kumar Sblb tbakbaraimr Ray)! (a) The last 

case reported was in August, 1926. 

(b) In view of the action taken by the district board of Noakhali, 
the Government do not propose to take any further steps in the matter. 
An extract from the proceedings of a meeting of the district board held 
on October 4, 1926, is laid on the table. 


Extract referred to in the reply to claute (b) of etarred quettion No, 23 
from the pr<tcee<ling$ of an ordinary meeting of the District Board 
of NoakhaU held on the 4tK October^ 2926. 




Besolved unanimously — 


• ••••• 

2. That the existing ferry service be maintained until the steamer 
service is opened subject to the conditions enumerated below: — 

(o) Balam Wts be allowed to ply as at present, but that two such 
boats shall start each way at the same time and ply together all the 
way, one of them carrying only passengers and the other cattle, goods 
and the owners thereof. When there is no cattle or goods, both the 
boats may be allowed to carry passengers, but they must start and ply 
together each way. 

(h) Each boat phail carry weight equal to the extant of half its 
capacity and not mom. 



aussnoKs. 





(#) Eaeli boAt miisl one expert end tried belnu-itten end twelve 
oenNHie& mad ehould be equipped witb 16 oete, two eadiore, tad double 
eet qI etroag ropee. 

(d) Each boot will be provided with 18 lile-belte, 

(e) The eforeeuid condition* will apply to the Hatiya and Saadwip 
feiriee only. 

if) Two »ab>inapectoni of ferry ahould be appointed, one of them 
to be stationed at Hatiya and other at Noakhali feny" ghat whose duties 
will be as follows ; — 


(i) To see that the boats start in proper time, due regard being 

bad to the conditions of the weather and the tide. 

(ii) To see that the registered helins-man and proper oars*men are 

present in the lamt or also that the l»oat is profierly rigged 
and the af<ire«aid roiiditions fulfilletl. 

(im) To keep a register of the |>assengerK, . cattle and owners 
thereof taking journey by each l»oat eveiy day and to 
submit the said register weekly to the V’ice4?hairman, 
l)istri<'t Hoard, for his ins|iection and signature. 


(gi The Hatiya ferry should be made to ply straight to Haggoadona 
by the west side of ('hat Ainanulia and Butia. 

3. That the aforesaid conditions shall <'onie into force from April 
next. 

4. That f>eriiiission l»e givc*n to the present lessees of the Hatiya 

ferry to ply their lioats frfiin the HNh (h tolier, and that the pro- 

|M)sed ferry sul»-ins|MH torH l>e apjiointed in time so as to take up tlieir 
duties that day (10th CVtolier, and that the lessees lie direited 

to ply by the nmte suggested aliove. The ferry sulv inspector lie a^^ked 
to eiifoit'e the aforesaid conditions riM far ns pnicticable up to the tiUt 
Marf'h, 1027, after which the same (subjet i to such change a* may lie 
considered ne^'essary hereafter) should be etiforoed in full. 

5. That the ('hairiiniii W retjuesied to take legal steps ogainst those 
who may he held responsible for the last two mishaps. 

6. That arrangemeiits he made for posting light signals at point 
Hatiya and also at the southern and northern extremities of Baggua* 
dona, and that the Hatiya and Sandwip ferry ghats he provided with 
two halting sheds for paseengers. 

• ••••• 
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Bistiipiir cmmUm gmmd. 

*74b Mr. P. BAN EMI S (a) Is the Hon'ble Member in charge of 
the Judicial Department aware — 

(t) that a Civil Disobedience Committee is being formed to disobey 
the lawful orders of the Government forbidding the crema- 
tion of human liodies on the Bistupur cremation ground; 

(it) that the Bistupur c remation ground is one of the most ancient 
in Bengal, and is situated on the sacred site of the old 
(ianges ; 

(til) that dead Indies from hundreds of miles away are daily carried 
to this ground for cremation ; and 

(it) that the cremation existed long before the neighliourhood grew 
into a human habitation? 

(h) Do the Govemment consider the desirability of recognising 
the immemorial right of the people for burning their dead bodies on 
this ground? 

(c) Is it a fact that a Muhammadan Subdivisional OfKcer has lately 
been deputed to Diamond Harimur to deal with this? 

MEMBER in ohvgt of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tlio Hon’blo 
Mr. A. N. Moborly): ut) No No such prohibitory (»rder is at present 
in force. 

(b) (hoerniuent art* not aware whether the alleged right exists or 
not, 

(c) No. 


fRMMinol from tflo Mohamoya gala to tlw MagraMI canal rh K§Mm§im 
and BiatiifNir. 

Mr. P. BANERJl! (ci^ Will the Hon’ble Member in cbargo 
of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state what is the position 
of affaire regarding the exc*avaiion of the khal from the Mabamaya 
gate to ibe Magrahat canal through Kashinagar and Bistupur f 

(h) Is there any chanc*e of its completion soon? 

(c) If not. when is it likely to he completed? 



QUESTIONS. 


W 

m AIUMI Sir AtDiLKIIIIil ONUINAVIt (a) Tli« 

cliMiadl it a privata one and there is no proponal before Gt>vemmeiit 
for iis improvement. 

(h) and (c) Do not arise. 


UmtfM’a Irmitlar al mm aattliMiil with Iht Uttes In Hit 


*2i» Mr. P* BANtRdll Will th«* Hou'hle Member in charire of 
the Revenue Department lie pleaded to ^tate whether at the time of new 
settlement with the Ijltdarfi in the Sunderhans after the eipir>' of their 
present leaseM, the (iovenuiient — 

(i) do not |>ro|N»He tti alloa* the l^itdam to r<H'eive transfer fees: 
but • 

(m propose to lereive the itself direi't fnmi the Sub-liegiNtrar's 
tjffioe y 

MBMBER in ohmrga of REVENUI OEPARTMINT (tN 
Sir Pravtili ChtiiNlir Mittar)! fiovernment do not pro|N)iie any 
chanffe in the e\i'«tinfr prnitire. 

ill » lK>es not arise. 


Daattie from mitaria. 

*T7. Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROYl (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in eharjre of the lioeal Self-Government (Puhlir Tfealth* 
Department Iw pleased to state the nuiiiWr of deaths every year from 
malaria in eat li of the distriets in the province durinfr the last Eva 
years? 

(h) Does the avera^re death rate due to malaria in the districts 
during the last five years indicate increase or def*rease of the malarial 
fever in Bengal? 

Has the attention of the Oovemmeut been drawn to the state- 
ment made by tbe Secretaiy* of State for India in the Hrmse of Comniotia 
in December, 1929? 



5$ QUESTIONS. [Sth Fxb. 

(flf) Will th« Hon'ble Miniftor be pleased to etot#— 

(t) what steps are being taken by the Rockfeller Institute in 
Calcutta to combat malaria ; and 

(it) what is the contribution of this Government to that institute, 
if any? 

MINISTER in olMrgt of LOCAL SELF-COVERNMINT (PUtLIC 
HEALTH) DEPARTMENT (tiM Hon*bM Kumar iMIi SiipkliarMMrar 
Nay) 8 (a) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) The figures show a decrease. 

(r) Yes. 

(fl) (i) The Roc'kfeller Institute in Calcutta is not yet in existence, 
(if) Does not arise. 


Statemfuf referred to in the reply to chnme (a) of starred qve$tion 
So, 27 Mhoiriny the total reported malaria deathg for each district 
of the Benyal Vrettdeney for five yean from 1924 to 1928. 


MaUria tiaatha. 


DiairtcU. 


lir.>4 

192.1 

1926 

1927 

1928 

Huniwan 

ltt,47» 

16,910 

17,762 

15.178 

11.751 

Birbhum 

11,944 

1.7H2 

944 

2,975 

5,102 

liankura 

l.HSH 

l,67S 

2,4K6 

3.456 

7,235 

.Mkinauorr 

111,774 

21,399 

22,5H3 

19,919 

17.419 


1A.S0] 

15,143 

13,624 

13.587 

10. 1(^ 

Howrah 

2,K75 

3,636 

6.586 

4,367 

3,196 

34-Parirariaa 

19.S79 

11,94K 

11,399 

10.243 

6.753 

('a)rutta 

i,6se 

2.011 

1,673 

1,460 

1.345 


23,HSO 

29, (•77 

31,064 

25.184 

23.533 

Mur«lu(iaba<l 

2t.A94 

26,425 

28,228 

25.493 

20.313 

JiNKora 

37.674 

3K.f63 

34.405 

36.443 

36.594 

Khulna 

19,314 

20,402 

18,997 

17.096 

11,155, 

Rajahahi 

44.197 

46.072 

37.500 

35.329 

34.193 

Dinajpur 

33.617 


35.411 

41J03 

44.666 

JatfMuimri 

30,H94 

20,414 

21.671 

21,349 

30.637 

nariadtnir 

3.994 

S.2SH 

3.790 


3.733 

Rangpur 

34.341 

52.796 

52.430 

51.736 

34.766 

IW 

17.975 

14,S61 

10.745 

9,167 

9.346 

Pabna 

33.359 

36J51 

33.004 

tijm 

19,704 

Makia 

16.347 

31.913 


19.300 

19,503 

Dacca 

14.469 

6.630 

3J64 

3.166 

4,031 

Mynianaingh 

24.967 

16.960 

10.199 

4.996 

3.166 

Fartdpur 

44.730 

41.456 

35.735 

13,903 

16,061 

Bakaffanj 

5.H4I 

3.997 

3.109 

1,944 

754 

ChHtafong 

6.54S 

7,676 

3.364 

3.143 

643 


6.93S 

3,m 

5.169 

1.969 

500 

Tippara 

6.077 

6.730 


5.376 

4466 















QITESllORS. sr 

StHUw» 0 nt referred to in the reptg to cIomm («) of lUtrred foeetiom 
No. i7 ehmeing the Jeoih-mtet from molarto for eaek dntriet 
of the Bengal Prendency for fire geetre from 1924 to 1928. 


rwtii (ram 


DittmU. 



1»34 

BurdwMi 

13 -6 

Birbhum 

14 1 

Bankura 

1 H 

lfid>uip<Mr« 

7 4 

Hocwkly 

lA 4 

Howrah 

2 y 

24-P«rgan«i 

H a 

Caictitu 

1 ^ 

Nadia 


Hurahidabad 

17 1 

Jaamra 

21 9 

Khulna 

13 3 

Rajthahi 

2a -7 

Dinajpur 

la 1 

JalpaimiH 

22 3 

Ilar|«(»ling 

14 1 

Ranapur 

21 7 

tWoi 

17 1 

Pabna 

23 3 , 

MaMa 

lA ft 

lHu*ca 

4 A 

Mym«<namxh 

A 0 

Fandpur 

la a 

Uakariranj 

2 2 

diitlaicong 

4 1 

Noakhalt 

4 7 

Tippera 

2 2 



1»2« 

IP27 

tP2A 

II 7 

12 3 

10 a 

AS 

2 1 

1 1 

3 A 

A-0 

1 a 

2-4 

3 4 

71 

n •« 

M A 

7 a 

A A 

14 n 

12 A 

12 A 

PS 

3« 

A A 

4 4 

3 S 

4 a 

4 >0 

4 2 

2 7 

1 •» 

1 A 

1 3 

1 t 

la A 

2tt P 

lA P 

(AM 

20 P 

22 4 

24) 2 

lA 1 

22 2 

24t ■« 

21 2 

21 S 

14 4) 

13 1 

IIP 

7*7 

3(t P 

2A 2 

23 A 

28 •(> 

21 A 

20 H 

24 2 

2A-H 

21 H 

23 1 

22 -H 

22 4 

11-4 

P P 

7 4 

P 7 

21 -41 

2<» P 

24) A 

IS P 

14 2 

i 10 2 

a -7 

H*I4 

IH « 

lA H 

lA A 

13 A 

22 1 

21 1 

IH A 

IPA 

2 1 

1 1 

1 •(» 

1 A 

3 A 

2 1 

1 4» 

P 

la 4 

lA P 

lA o 

7 1 

1 A 

-M 

• 7 

3 

4 a 

2 4» 

1 3 

•4 

2 0 

3 A 

1 4 

•3 

2 4 

2 3 

1 P 

1 *0 


•if. BlilOY PRASAO iINCH ROYl Will the Him*}4e Minister 

{AleuMe<i til ulalf* when (he Hinkfeller Institute in likely to be entali- 
linhecl in (J^Icuttn^ 

TN Hmi’M Kumar SHIS tHlKHARItWAR RAYl Thm 

Inhtitiiticin in not uniier the eontrol of the Clovernineiit of Henifitl ; no 
we tire not in it (winition to nlate exnetly the date whc*n it will eotn# 
into exintenie. 

Hr* RIMY PRARAO SINCH ROYs W'ill the Hon'ble Miniater be* 
pleafied to ntnte if the (lovemment |iro|)ofi« make any eftniributiott 
to the li4K*kleller Institute when it eomen into exiateneel^ 

Tto Kmmt MIR RMlKHARIiWAR RAYl Tkii m 

miller a hypothetical qneetkm. Whoa the loatitute coummi ini* 
existeftee, the matter will be conaidered by OoTerameiit. 



QITESTIOHS. 


[era Fei. 


4SS 


Tradt witli iguanai’ skint. 

^ 2 $, Rsl iATYENORA NATH ROY CHOUOHURI Raliadvr; 

^a) Will the Hon’hle Meinlier in charity of the Bevenue (Forests) 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that an extensive 
and brisk trade is }>ein^ carried on in certain parts of Bengal, especially 
in Bakarganj, with iguana skins? 

(b) Is it a fact that mahy people are killing iguanas for selling their 
ekins to the traders at a very big price? 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Member aware that iguanas destroy and keep 
•down snakes in general? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware that venomous snakes have 
of lab* increased and are now appearing in large numbers? 

(e) Are the Government considering the desinibility of taking 
immediate steps in the matter? 


MEMSER in oliarga of REVENUE (FORESTS) DEPARTMENT 
<tho Hon*IMt AlhailJ Sir AMolfcorim CHuinavi): (a) Yes. 

(h) “Iguanas” are killed for the pur{)ose of selling their skins to 
traders; Government have no inf(»rmation as to price. 

(c) Yes, 

(d) Government have no iiiforiiintion. 

(f) Attention is invited to notihcations Nos. F<»r. and 

11H29 For., dated the ‘.iSth August, 192tl, in which complete protection 
under the Wild Birds and Animals Protection Act, 1912, is afforded to 
four species of lixards when of immature sire and a close season is 
pre»< ril»eil for mature lixardn from 15th February to 15th August. 


yoUfications referred to in the rrpty to clause (e) of starred 
question No. 28, 

No. 11328 For. ~-28th August, 1929. — In exercise of the power 
oonferred by sulnwctioii (2> of seetioii 2 of the Wild Birds and Animals 
Protection Act, 1912 (VIII of 1912), the Governor in Council is pleased 
fo make the following amendments in the list of animels protected in 



QUERTIOKS* 


fit 


19ilL] 

tiMi iPmudeiicy of Beogsl cotitaiiief) in notifiention No. 8337 For., dttod 
tliA 25th August. 1914. published in the Calctim of the 

Safiteniber. 1914. namely: — 

At the end of the said list under the heading **Atiimals*' the 
following : — 

Ringed or Water liisunis — Varantit* Salvator (vernacular Ram- 
goddi). 

Black Lisards — Varanus Xebulosus (vernacular KtilaptHldi). 

Yellow I^nd Tiitardn — Varanus Flavescen^ (veinnciilar S<ma- 
goddi). 

Grey J#and Lisards — Varaini^ Berigalensis. 

II. Notification No. 2849 For. and erratum No. 19950 For., dated 
the 26th February, 1928, and 15th June. 1928, published at pages 439 
and 1856, Part I of the f’olrutta (rttztfte of the lit March, 1928. and 
21*4 June. 1928, re«pe<‘f ively, ate hereby cancelled. 


No. n'l2^f For.~-28lh AujriC't, I92JI. — In exerci?*e of the jiower con* 
felled by .nection 3 of the Wild Birds and AtiimaU Protection Art, 
1912 (VIII of 1912». (he (iovernor in (Nmitcil ti plenseil to make the 
following uiiiendfiients in lists A end B, indicating the peiiml diirdiired 
to l>e close seaMons for certain birds and aniiiinU in the Presidency of 
Bengal, published under notification No. 10479 For., dated the KHh 
November, 1914, as amended by iiubae<|uent notification No. 5240 For., 
dated the 2iid July, 1918. namely: — 

At the end of the second <'oluinii of list *‘A*’ of the said notification 
under the heading “The whole year"* m/#f the follr»wing: — 

Auiiiials ot or lielow the meiisureiiienti set forth below: — 


9p99im with MMMirtiMmla. 

(1» Ringed or Water lasards — Varanus Salvator (vernacular Ram* 
goddi). l^ength 4 feet (inclusive of tail) and girth 11 inches. 

(2) Black Lisards — Varanus Nebulosus (vernacular Kalagoddi). A 
girth measureinttit of 8 inches. 

(3) Yellow lAnd Lisards — Varanus Flavascens (vernacular Bona^ 
goddi). A girth measurement of 8 inches. 



m QUESTIONS. [6th Fib. 

(4) Grey Laad Lifardf— Varanus Bengalensia. A girtli measure, 
ment of 8 inches. 

At th« end of the second column of list of the said notification 
under the heading “Part of the year” add the following: — 

Animals measuring more than the measurements set forth below 
are protected during the close season 15th February to 15th August 
only— 


Spooiit witli maaiurimaiiU. 

(1) Kinged or Water Lizards — Vuranus Salvator (vernacular Ham- 
gr>ddi). liength 4 feet (inclusive of tail) and girth 11 inches. 

(2) Black Lizards — Varanus Nebulosus (vernacular Kalagoddi*. A 
girth measurement of 8 inches. 

(-*1) Yellow Land Lizards — Varanus Flavnscens (veninr‘ular Sona- 
gfxldi). A girth iiieusurement of 8 inches. 

(4) Grey Land Taziirds— Varanus Bengalensi". A girth measure- 
ment of 8 inches. 

XL Notification No 2850 For. and erratum No. 101151 For., dated 
the 25th February, 1928, and 15th June. 1928, published at pages 4‘10 
and 185(1, Part 1 of the Ctihutfa Gazrttr of the 1st March, 1928, and 
21st June, 1928, resfartively. are hereby cancelled. 


Miulvi SNAMfiUDDIN AHMED: With reprd to answer id), 
does the Government think it desinihle that any information should be 
secured and plated Wfojv the public? 


Tilt Ntn^blt AIMI Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI : This seems 
to 1 k» superfluous. 


Mr. PRESIDENTS The lueiiiWr wants to know whether the Hon’ble 
Memlier w'ould try to secuie infomation on the point and hereafter 
enlighten the House as to what that information is. 


TIm H«ii*Ms AIMl Sir ABDELKERIM GNUZNAVIt I am afraid 
it will not nerve any uaeful purpoae; therefore, my anawer ia in the 
negative. 



QTJKSnOlfS. 


lllo.] 




Mtmm tl taM rariklii IIimi in Jawglpin 

•«. MJiit TAJ iAHADUR tlNQH: Will tht Hoii*W« Mtmber 
ia charge of the Police Department he pleaeed to utate — 

(t) the reaeone for the abolition of the thana at Farakka within the 
Jangipur subdi%^ieion of the Murehidahad district; 

(li) the distant^ of the nearest thana from the Farakka village; 

(til) the number of thefts, etc., reported in the thana at Farakka 
in the year preieding its abolition; ond 

(ir) the number reported from the same area in the year following 
its abolition P 


MEMBIR in alitfgt gf POLICE DEPARTMENT (tiMl H#n*Mt 
Mr. A. N. MaNriy): (i) The [lol ice-station was abolish^ in li)2b as 
a measure of retrenchment ns its area was only 42 square miles. 

(it) Ten miltMi. 

uii) Thirty-four burglaries and thefts weit* reported in 1925. 

(ir) Nineteen in 1927. 

Rgfa BHUPENORA NARAYAN ilNNA BalMMMr, •! Nillll- 
purs Will the Hon'hle Member he ideased to state whether in this 
particular urea the numlwr of criminal coses increased during the 
period from 1925 ujt to dateJ' 

The Htn’bM Mr. A. N. MOBERLYl In that particular aieaP 

Raia BHUPENORA NARAYAN BINHA BaMBiar, tf NaNlI* 
pivi Yes. 

Ttia Han*Ma Mr. A. N. MOBERLYl I cannot say offhand. 1 must 

ask for notice. 


EwBanhinam in PMuBINapi, 

m iriim TAJ BAHADUR BiNQNt (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state 
whether the embankment in Panchthnpi within the Kandi subdivision of 
the Murshidabad district has caused Booding and marooning of a 
portion of the village for a considerable pari of the yearf 

(5) Is the Hon’hle Member aware that the said ffooding and maroon* 
ing are telling upon the health and damaging the property and cnliivi* 
tion of the villagers f 
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(c) If the anHwei^ to (a) and (b) are in the affirmatiTe, will the 
Hon'ble Member be pleased to state what steps the Gk>Teniinent propose 
to take in the matter? 

(d) Are the Oovemment considering the desirability of instituting 
an early inquiry into the matter through a small committee in which 
the villagers are to be represented? 

The Hen’We AltMdJ Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVIs (a) and (b) 

Government have no information. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Oh No. 


StnUhar-DifiaJpur Railway proiaot 

*31. irijut TAd BAHADUR BINCH: (a) Will the Hon^ble 
Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Department be 
pleased to stale whether the Railway project l>etweeu Dinujpur and 
Santahar via Halurghat has been abandoned? If so, why? 

(b) If the answer to (o) is in the negative, when is the project likely 
to be put into operation ? 

MEMBER in oliarga af PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) 
DEPARTMENT (thi Han’Ma Mr. A. Marr); (a) The question of the 
best alignment for a railway line or lines to develop the area lying 
l»etween the Eastern Bengal Railway main line and the Kntihar- 
Godagari Section, for which the Santahar-Dinajpur line was one sug- 
gestion, has not yet been definitely settled. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Uiwtamd Quaatlaiia 

(anawart la whiali wart laid an tha laMt). 

Raaryiimanl af Muhaimiiadani in tha dnidar Madiaal fanrlaa. 

li. MaMfi NURAL AiiAR ONOUDHURY l (a) WBl the Hon^bla 
Minister in charge of the Local Self<4Iovemment Department be 
pleased to state the present number of sub-assistant surgeons in 
Bengal ? 

(6) On wbai basis are they recruited? 

(c) How many erf them are Mussalmans? 



QUESTIONS. 




U 


<rf) Are tile Oorernaieut conaideriair dwireliility of tecniit- 
i4f MaaMlmaa aub.«ui«t«nt trargmin* for Mma time to oome ao tkat 
tkeir number mey reach at leaat 33 per cent, of the total appointmenta f 

Tim Khrmt SHII tHlKHARitWAR RAYt <ei Thiee 

hundred and two. 

(b) Sub-aaaiNtant Nurgeona are «(»fiotuted by the Surgeon^^euaral 
to the Government of Bengal by recruitment from iwmted iitudents of 
medic‘aJ »rhooN, one-third of the varancie» Wng touiigned ti> 
Muhammadans. 

<c) Twenty-one. 

(d) The policy of the Ooveriimeiit with reference to the re<‘ruit* 
raent of Muhtminiadati't in the Jtiiiior Medical Serr'ice was reviiseil only 
111 IfWi. and the (fovernineiit at preaeiif pro|»iM>e to watch carefully ita 
effect on adju'tting the ratio of cnmmuiiitifs< in thia fiervi<‘e. 


MMivi TAMIZUOOIN KHANt M^ill the Hon'ble Miniiter bo* 
ideaned to state since when the Government hu« been ftdlowing the 
|*olicv of filling up vacancieN according to the ratio of the different 
communities)' 


Tut HonlMt Kumar iHIB SHffKHARKtWAII RAYt Since \m. 
though in the year 1927 cent. i>er cent, of (he appointments ware givam 
to the Muhatnniadan!i. 


CsUMiahiiiifil af a i t a am ar tarry aanriaa in Naakliaii. 

Iff. Khan ffahiff Manlvi BAZLUL HUQs (a) Will iba Hon'bla^ 
Minister in charge of the I^ocal Self-Oovemment Department bir 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that Messrs. 1. G. N. II. and 
II. 8. N. Cos. are ready to start a steamer service between Hatiya, 
Sandarip and Noakhali if the Government accept Che terms offered 
b> them? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the alSrmative, will the Hosi’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the Qovemmeni are considering 
the desirability of arriving at a settlement with the companies at an 
early date ? 

Tim Kmnm ffHIB ffHiKNARiiWAR RAYt (a) In the 

year 1927 the Agents of the I. O. and M* 8. B. (\mi. inforn^ the 
District Magistrate of Noakhali that they were not prepared to mom- 
mend to their boards to build ateamers for a ferry aerriee between 
Hatiya and Noakhali onleea Goveruineiii or the diairiot board would 
undertake to compensate them for a atated period lor all toaaea after 
eeHing of interest on the coet of oonatruetioo, ruuning coety etc,,. 



m 
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mgainst earningK. The liability inToked in these conditions in com- 
fiarison with the estimated eamingTi of the steamer ferry service proved 
ao heavy that the proposal for establishing such a service was 
reluctantly dropped. 

(h) Negotiations for the establishment of a steamer ferry service 
in the district of Noakhali are a matter [wimarily for the Noakhali 
4]istncl liourd rather than for Government ; but the Commissioner will 
be asked to examine the question further. 


Waiting a o oommo da tion at staamar itatiom batwaan diittagang ami 

BaHsal. 

20. Khan Sahib Manivi BAZLUL HUQ: (a) Is the Hon'ble 
Member in charge of the Murine De(Mirtment aware that there are no 
waiting rooms at any of the steamer stations Iwtween Chittagong and 
Barisal Y 

ih) If the answer to (a) is in the afBrmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of drawing the attention of the steamer 
company to this matter ^ 

MBMiBR in aharga at MAIIINi DEPARTMENT (tha Han’Ma 
Mr. At Marr)! (n) No. AccommcMlation is available at the steamer 
atations between ('hittagong and Harisal as follows; — 

Paterhat — }ti«st-house and lleceiviug flat. 

Bhola — Rest-house and Receiving flat. 

Kalupura — Ret^eiving barge. 

Dowlutkbnn ] 

« , f Rest-house and Receiving flat. 

Newamatpur j ® 

Sonapur — Nil. 

Hatiyn — Nil. 

Sandwip— Rest-house. 

Cbittagong-^teamer all day at gbat, and no rest-house necessary. 

<6) This question does not arise. 


•biriMv imb. 

SI. MaMvl AZI 2 AIR RAHMAN I WRI the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the ludioial Department be pleased to state what action« it 
any, tha Government have taken or intend to take on the rapraaenta- 
tion of the Hher]Hir <Mymensiiigh> Raiyats' and Agricalturtsts* 



'J 


Qvismom 


(kt«d the 18th September^ 1827, pt«yiiig> for the Appoint* 
nienl af a fir»t clans Htipendiary Magistrate at Sherpur and also for 
th# Appointment of an e<jual number of Muhammadan and non* 
MiliAtnmadan Honorar>* Magistrates Huboidinato to him or to aboliah 
th# eriminal courts altogether from Sherpur J' 


Tim Nor*Ma Mr. A. N. MOBCRL Y l Beyond appointing a Muham* 
madan Honoraiy Magistrate Government have not taken, and do not 
at present propose to take, action on the repn»seiitatioti. 


Bnngil daii Pnit. 

22. Mr. K. C. RAY OHAUOHURIt Will th*» 11on*ble Memlier in 
charge of the Political (Jails) IVfai lime lit be pleased to state the 
ainoiiiit of money defalcattnl last year in the Ibmgnl Jail Press)' 


MEMRiR In MmrgA of POtITIOAL (dAILt) OEPARTMINT 
(tho Hon’blo Sir ProvoMi Ctiimdir Minir)t There were no defalcatioiu 
111 the Bengal Jail Pn‘ss last year, but defalcatimis in the Alipore 
(V'litral Jail Pre^m were detected in the year 1827 and truceil buck to 
(he month of (>< t<il»er, 1817. It was found that in the |ierio<l Octolier, 
1817. to Gi toU'i, Hf27, (he Mysteinatic defalcation of money drawn »s 
I*a> i>f Kstahlishnient had amouiitiHl t<» Ils. 27,()»’i.‘M. 


Proomomorvori. 

23. Mr. K. C. RAY OHAUOHURIt (a) Will the rfoii'ble Memlier 
It) charge of (he Judicial DejNirtment lie pleased instate whether it is n 
fad that the pitMess-servers include a number of Matrictilat 4 »s ^ 

ihS Is it a fact that suliordinute ministerial offii*ers are not lecTtitied 
from experienced Matriculate proceoa-servers 

(c) Is it a fact that ]!on*Matrirs and non*members of the process- 
•ervert* otaff are recruited as junior mtnisieriAl ofKcervf 

Tim Hofl*Wo Mr. A* N. MORERLYl (a), (h) and (c) Government 
have no information. The District Judges are vested with absolute 
disc^tion in the matter of appointment of nitnisterinl officers and pro- 
cess-^nrem. 

ft 
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24. Mr. BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in (charge of the Irrigation Department aware of the fact that 
the .Mtaff of the Kden Canal, »uch an moharrirs, patrols, khalaaiee, 
daffadurs, et(\, are borne in the temporary establishment and they have 
been maintained in such list for the last 86 years, sanctioned from 
year to jear ^ 

(h) Are the (iovernuieut considering the claims of those in the 
nb<ivementioned staff who have been in the service of the Government 
for ove! 2b years, to be placed in the pennanent cadre of their services 
no as to enable them to get the l>enefit of the pennanent Government 
sen ice Y 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Meinl»er aware that the moharrirs in the Kden 
Canal staff do the same work as clerks in other Goveniment depart- 
ments Y 

id) Is it a fact that the jNitrols of the Eden Canal are all literate 
and that litenicy is essential to discharge their duties ^ 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member aware — 

(>) that the jaiy of these patrols was all along higher than that of 
(<rdinary f)eonM: and 

(fi) that the scale has now been fixed as that of the peons, vii.. 
Its. 18 tolls. 17 f*er menw‘my 


if) Will the Ilon’ble MemWr l>e pleased to state what will lie the 
total auinial increase in ex]:)enditure to admit the Eden Canal staff to 
permanent senice^ 


Thf MhmH Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: (a) Yes. 

(h) No, 

(c) Tes; they giuierally do the work of junior clerks only. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) (f) I'he pay of the patrol has been the same as that of the peons 
•inee 1918; formerly patrols received Rs. 2 per month more than 
cidinary peons. 

(ii) Yea. 

(/) ApiJffoaiiiiataiy Ra. 1,000 ptur annum. 
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Cfvpt iiptrts tiiniMii mnI P ri K t u o y IHvittoiii. 

m tyOY PRAMO tINCH ROY* Will thi* Hon'bU 
Minister m charge of the Agriculture Department be {ileawHl to ntute 
th 3 quantity and the value of cnipe loet annually and the ar«ni of laud 
whick was left uncultivated and which fiuffered from dixuight in the 
different district of the Rurdwan and Presidency Divisionx during the 
last ten years ? 

MINItTIR in oMrsi M ACRIOULTURi DtRARTMlNT (IIm 
HmfkU Klian Batimlur K. C. M. Fmqul): The information is not 
available. Attention, hoHe\ei, in iiivitiN) to the aiinutil Season and 
Crop IlejmrtH, cojiies of whirli an* plaoHl in the library. 


Cn-optrativt duU Me 

2§« Mautwi ABDU8 SAMAOs to) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and liiduHtries (Co-o|a'rative) De|Nitinient be 
pleased to state h<iw far the ex(a*riment of (\>-o)M*nitive Jute Sale 
Sfk'ieties has pro\ed MticcesHful in H^uigul ^ 

{h) If the exj»eniiieiit has not pn>veil sii<‘cessful, are the (lovern- 
meut ixMiMidering the desirabiiit> of mnkitig inquiries into the defects 
of these societies and of taking Hte|>s to bnng them into line with the 
('{Mqierative Marketing ScM'ieties of New /sMiJand and Denmark V 

MINISTER in oliarga af AGRICULTURE iiid INDUSTRIES 
(C04>PERATIVE) DEPARTMENT (thg Htn’Ma Khan ••luMNir 
K« C« M. ParW|Vi)S (o) The (*o-o|>eriitive Jute Sole Societies have not 
yet fully emerged from the stage of exf>ertment and therefore Oovem- 
iiient are at present in a fiosition to express any definite opinion. 

ih) Does not arise. 

Mailivi AIDUS SAMADi U it not a fact that these (Veoperative 
Soc'ieties were piimafilv intendiHl for the lienefit of the actual pnalui'ers 
of the cTop*' 

Tilt NsiPMt Kim SaMSiir K. C« M. PAROQUts Yes. 

Mmlvi AROUS SAM AD: Is the Him'ble Minislei aware (bat in 
many places such sindeties have lieen formed, but instead of actual 
producers being the members «»f such siM-ieties. it i» the middlemen 
who form the bulk of ibe membera? 

Th« HiiinNt Kim iSMtar 

inlonaation. 


K. C. M. PAROQUI I I have no 
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Mailivi AiDUl SAMAO: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 

io collect infonnation on the «ubject ff»r the l>ene6t of the membei*s 
of thiiH ( ’ouncil Y 

THa Hofi’ble Khan Bihadyr K. C. M. FAROQUI: That is a miuent 
for a('tion. 


Rangy Looal Mf^Cavammant Aot of ItlB. 

27. Maulvi ABDUS 8AMAD: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
chuiK<* nf the Ixxal Self-(»overnment DepaHinent be pleased to state 
at what stu^ the |>ro{M)sals for a thorough revision of the 'Bengal 
Ixwal Self-(fovernineiit Act of 1885 (Bengal Act III of 1886) are 
waiting h 

(h) What are the princ*i[Mil difficulties involved in the revision!' 

tc) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that the present A(‘t is quite 
out of date, inade<}uute and inconsistent with the present-day ideas of 
self-government in the country ? 

Tha Hon*Ma Kumar SHIB SHEKHAREfWAR RAY: (a) A Bill 
has not yet lM*en fnuntHl. 

(h) The amendment of the Local Self-doverument Act as a whole 
is a task of considerable magnitude which it may not lie possible to 
take up for some time yet. 

(c) Government agree that the Act needs amendment. 

Maulvi ABDUt BAMAD: Will the Hon'ble Minister lie pleased to 
atate whether there is any chani'e of an amending Hill Isdog introduced 
in this (’ouncil within a leaHomible tinier 

Tha Hou'bla Kumar SHIB SHEKARESWAR RAY: That depends 
on the meaibers t>f this House. If they will allow me to stay on for 
some time. 1 hojit* to bring forwaixl this Bill. 


Bhawal Banjfaal. 

2S. Maulvi ABDUL HAMID BHAHl (a) Is the Hoa’ble Member 
in chnrgpe oi the Ilevenue Depertmeut aware that a large section of 
the Bhownl temmlrr in the districts of Dacca and Mymeiiatiigli have 
been ptiving rent to one who has set himself up as the second Kvmar 
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of BiM>wai and who dec^lares hiiuwlf to be the nghtfiil dainmut of the 
Bhamtd Baj ©state to the extent of one-thinl share of the entire 
property? 

(5) If the answer to (<i^ ia in (he affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Member be pleasefi to state what ste|w (b)veriiinent have taken uii till 
now to siitiafv itself <»f the identity of the said Kumar? 

(r) Are the (Jovernineiit c oiiMideriiig* the desirability of holding an 
ojieii inquiry by rompt»teut Judicial authorities in the infeivst of the 
Hhowal tenants? 


The Hofi’Metir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Yes 

{h) The Board of Kevemie has bad inquiries made. 

(c) No, 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: W ill the Hon’hle MemlaM la* pleased to state 
in view i>f the rejJy to question {ft), if the (Mivermio'nt have lHH*n 
satisfied, as a lenult of the enquiries made, that the man not the 
rightful claimant? 

Tht Hon'bit Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTERi J have nothing 
further to add. 


i?-45 p.m. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (ientb •men of the Cotineil, you are aware that 
lltH Excellency has allotted to-morr(»w and Monilay and Tuesday next 
for non*officiul business. That business ooiisiats of Hills and 
Reaohitiona. 

Of the BiUa. four in number, to In* found in the List of liusiiiesa 
circulated to memb«»rs, only two will come up for discussion, the other 
two having lapaed meanwhile owing to the reaignation of Habii Jotitolra 
Nath Chakraburity. the member in charge. 

1 propose to dtiqaMie of the Hills first ti*-morrf»w. If they are 
hntahed in the courae of the day, we shall finicee<l with the dtiM^uasion 
of the Reaoltttiona, ami in anv case Mon<La> and Tueialay will lie 
devoted to the dtacuwiirm of Rewdotiona. 
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Kail iHOADUL HOQUi: Will any inemlier of thi#» Housd have 
your fuennifwioii t<» intr<»<lin*e the Bill, notire of which has been g^i%'eii 
by Bftbu Jotin<lni Nath (‘bakraburtty ^ 

Mr. PREiiOENTs I am afraii) not. 


LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS. 

Covarnmdflt Bills. 

Thf Bengal Munioipal (Amendment) Bill, 192S. 

The Hoft*ble Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: 1 heg to 

mtrodure a Hill fiuther t<» aiiieiu! the piovisifin.H of Kcrtion H5 <»f the 
Bengal MunieifMil Act, 18HI. 

(The Secietan then read the short title of the Bill.] 

The Hon*ble Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY : 1 l>eg to move 
that the Bill be taken into eonsidenition. 

This i.H a Nniull Bill which itM|uires ver\ little explanation l)eyond 
the Statement of ObjectH and Reasons already in the handn of tbe 
meinl»ers of this ('ouiK-il. It concernM onl> the Mimicijiulity of 
KurMe<»ng. The income of this hill municipjdity from sources other 
than wafer-rates and latrine fees has pnoed insufticieiit ti> co%’er their 
inuni<’ipal exjHMi<liture on general i>uriH>ses. and the Municipal (jom- 
missioiiers in consecjueiice hail to horn)w from the water and latrine 
funds. This procedure. Sir, it must Ih' admitted, is irregular, but it 
proM*s the necessitv of imreasing the income of the municipality under 
the head “General rates.” These already stand at the maximum rate 
of 7} per (enl. pre«<'ril>ed hy section 85 of the Bengal Municipal 
Act, 18H4. The (\)m miss loners of the Kurseong Munici|iolity, there- 
fore, hy a lesolution {mssed on the 10th March, 1927, requested the 
Government to amend sei'tion Ho to enable them to increase the maxi- 
mum rate to 10 per rent. Sir. this is at present the maximum rate 
at Howrah. Darjeeling and Dacca. The intention of the present Bill 
is to add Kurseong to this list. When this is done, the Municipal 
Commissioners of KuriMNing pro|io.se to reilui^ the water-rate and of 
course to discontinue their pn^sent irregular procedure of borrowing. 
Aa the Bill daaU with a purely local matter of an urgent character and 
has been taken up with the full consent of the people ocmoemed. I 
request the House to paas the Bill without any further d^y. 
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Vhm followingr motion was called but not moYed : — 

Mavlvi SYED dALALUDDIN HAtHEMY to more by way of amend, 
mant to motion No. 17 that the Bill W referred to a Sele<*l rommittee 
consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the lyocal Self-Government 

Department ; 

(2) Babu Jitendiulul Baiinerjee; 

Mr. P. Banerji; 

(4) Maulvi Shumsuddin Ahmed; 
to) Maulvi Syed Majid Buksh; 

<6) Maulvi Ashrafuddin (’hnudhuri; 
l7i Maulvi Syed dalaliiddiu Hashemy. 

with instructions to submit theii report us mkiii as possible and that the 
number of members whose presence shall W necessary to constitute a 
quorum shall be five. 

The motion that the Bengal Munii t|Nil (Amendment) Bill. ll>29, 
Ih* taken into iMiiisideration wan then put and agreed to. 


//i//, ('louse ]. 

Mr. C. W. GURNER: 1 Wg to move that in cbiuse 1 for the figures 
the figures “Hh'iO” W substitute!! 

liiijMse of time and Iu[>se of |s»n have combined to make this formal 
amendment necessary. 

The motion was put and agrtHul to. 

Tim Hpfi'bM Kumar SHIB SHEKHAREtWAR RAY; I lag to 

move (hat the Bill furlhor to aiiieiid the provisiiuis of sei'tioii H*i of 
the Bengal Municipal A<t. IHH4. a*, ^ttbal in (‘oumil. U* jwssed. 

The motion w^as put and ugree<l to. 


Tliu BifigMl Ttiiaiwy (Amtmlmtfil) Bill, in$. 

ru Sir RROVAtH CHUNOER MITTERs 1 Ug to intro- 

duce a Bill further tc» amend (lie Bengal Tenaji< y Act, IHH5. 

ITbe Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.] 
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Tlw Han’Ma Sir PROVAtH CHUNDIR HITTER: I beg «• uove 
that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee. The names of the 
memberM of the Select Committee as propoaed by me ere on the paper, 
namely — 

(/) Mauivi Sytd Majid Hiiksb; 
i'J) Habu .litcfi<lralal Huiinerjee; 

(.;) Mr. AKaf Ali; 

iJ) Mr. Bijoy Prasad Sin^fb Roy; 

Mr. H, .1. Tw\nam; and 
(6’) my self ; 


with inHtru< tionH to submit their report by the 20tb February’, 19/10. 

As rejfnrds Mi'. A. F. Rahman, 1 am sorry to say that he has 
(Hubseqiieiitly informal me tliat he is unable to attend. 

The Bill consists of imly 10 clauses, and of these, 14 are ilrafting* 
amendments and two are amendments of substance. As 1 am a'^kiiiff 
the leave of the House to refer the Bill to a Select Committee with 
instructions to submit their re|s»rt by the 20th Febniarv, lO.'lO, when a 
further opportunity will lie afforded for the discussion of the* Bill, 
I refrain at the present stajre from taking up the time of the Council by 
n discussion of the different cdauses. 

I further move that the number of members whose presencTe shall 
be necessary' to constitute a quorum shall l)e five. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Before 1 move the motion 
which stands in my name, I ask your permission to substitute the 
name of Babu Sarat Kumar Ken- in jdace of Bnbu Surendra Nath liow 
who is absent from Calcutta. 

Mr. PRBSIDBNT: Yes, if you hiive iibt.inec) his consent. 

Mr. RMOY PRAtAD tINCH ROY: Yes. I now move, by way 
of amendment, that the following names be added to the Hat of names 
pro|)osed, namely — 

Bahu Sarat Kuiiiai Roy ; 

Mr. P. N, Ouha; 

Mr. Rasttur Rahman Khan. 
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HlHlIvi ABDUL HAMID SHAHs I beg to inove» by wtiy of mneiid- 
went, that after the name of Mr. H. ,1. Twynam. the foUo«*ing name# 
be inserted, namely— 

Khan Bahadur Muulvi Asirul Hatpie; 

Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali; 

Muulvi Abdul Hamid Khah; 

Maulvi Tamizuddiu Khan. 

I have omitted the name of Mr. A. K. Fazl-ul Hm|. 

Rli Uhib REBATI MOHAN BARKER: ] Wg ti» move, by way of 
amendment, that after tln‘ name of Mr. H. J. Tw vnam, the following 
nameM he inaerted, namely — 

Mr. Mukunda Behai i Mallik; 

Mr. K. C. Uay Chuudhuri; 

Maulvi Alaiul Hamid Shah ; 

Itai Sahib Kebati M<»haii Sarkei. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: I formall y move, b\ wa\ »d amend- 
ment, that after the name of Mr. H. d. Twynam. the following namea 
lie inserted , namely — 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Hm}ue; 

Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah; 

Maulvi Syed XaUMher Ali. 

All these namefi have already been included in niiiendmeiit moved 
by Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah. 

The following amendment wa** called but not moved: — 

Maitivi SYED dALALUDDIN HAtHEMY t4) move by way ef 
amendment, that after the name «»f Mr. H. *1. 1 wvniim, the follow’ing 
namen be inserted, namely — 

Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed : 

Maulvi Ashrafuddin Fhaudhuri; 

Muulvi Syed dalaluddin Hasbemy. 

Tilt Sir RROVAtH CHUNOiR MITTER: My only 

objection U that I do n*>t want the Select IV^mmittee to be tm» lar«e. 
I think the hon^bie merobem are aware that the ordinary practice in 
the House of (’ommons in to limit the number to 15. I am quite 
willing to take as many as will lie within 15. As motion of Maulvi 



7i 


OOVEBKMBNT BILLS. 


[6tb Fsb. 


Abdul HAmid Shah represent* an amendment of the Praja party, I 
aw^pt all the names- Having accepted the names of the Praja party. 

I am inclined to accept the names suggested by Mr. Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Hoy. 

As regards nndion of Hai Sahib Rebati Mohan Sarker, I suggest 
to the Rai Sahib that I am willing to take the Rai Sahib and 
Mr. Mnkunda Behari Mallik, the two representatives of the hackwanl 
idasHcs. I suggest that he should «»mit the other name. 

As regards the motion ot Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan, I find all the 
names are included in the motion of Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah ; so I 
accept them. If the Rai Sahib would omit the name of Mr. K. C. Ray 
i’haudhiiri, 1 am willing to accept all the amendments. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Would >ou •suggest how this could In* doney 

Tho Hon*bl« Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: 1 suggest that 
the Rai Sahib should say that be is willing to omit the name of 
Mr. K. ('. Ray Ohnudhuri, and I am willing to accept it subject to your 
decision. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 think it would Ih' better if Sir Provash could 
amend his own motion to include in it such names as are acceptable 
to him and I could admit his amended motion on sheu't notice. The 
movers of the present amendments lould then withdraw their motions 
with the leave of the House. The difficulty may thus la* solved. 

The Hofi’bit Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: According to 
yoiii suggest 1 lH‘g tf» move that the Selei t ('ommittiH^ do consist 
of- 

ll) Maulvi Sve<l Majid Buksh ; 
rJ) Balm .litendralal Haiinerjee; 

(•'!) Mr. Altuf Ali; 

(4) Mi. Bijo\ PiasHit Singh Ro\ ; 

<5) Mr. H. d. 'I wynam; 

(fi) Balm Surat Kumar Roy; 

(T) Mr. P. N, (iuha; 

(8> Mr. Raiaur Rahman Khan; 

(n't Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azixul Huque; 

<10j Maulvi Syed Xausher Ali> 

(11) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah; 

(12) Maulvi Tamizuddin Khan: 

<13) Mr. Mukunda Babari Mollik; 

(14) Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan Sarker; and 
<15) myaelL 
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Thm motions of Mr. Bijoj- Pmsad Singh Roy, Manlvi Abdul Hamid 
Shah* Rai ‘^ib Rebati Mohan Sarker and Maiilvi Tamimddin Khan 
were then, by leave of tlie (^nineil, withdrawn. 

The following amended motion was then put and agreed to:— 

That the Bengal Tenancy (Amendments Hill. Ite referretl 

til a Select Committee consisting of the llim’hle Sir Vrovash Thunder 
Mitter, Kt., C.I.K. ; Maulvi Sved Majid Baksh ; Hahn «1iteiidmlal 
Bannerjee; Mr. Altaf Ali ; Mr. Hij«»\ Prasad Singh R«»y; 
Mr. H. J. Twyiiam : Balm Sat at Kumar Ui»y : Mr. IV N. tiuha ; 
Mr. Rnzaur Rahman Khan; Khan Bahadur Maulvi .\y.ir.ul ilat|Ue; 
Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali; Maulvi Altdul Hamid Shah; Maulvi Tami- 
ruddin Khan; Mr. Mukunda Behari Mullik and Rai Sahih Rebati 
Mohan Sarker; with instruct iiins t(» suhinit their re|H»rt hv the 20th 
Fehruary, 1930, and that the number of mcmlteis ulutsc ]nesenre shall 
lie necessarv to constitute a (luonim shall la» five. 


3 p.m. 

Thi CalcutU Munioiiml (Amttidmofit) Bilh 1929. 

Tim Hofi’blo Kumar 8HIB IHEKHARESWAR RAY: 1 lag tit 

introduce a Bill further ti» anieiiil the Calcutta Munii i)ml .Vi t. 1923. 

fThc Sivretarv then teail the <%hitrt title of tin* Bill ] 

The Hon*ble Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 lag to 

nio\e that the Bill l»e referml ti> a Select Citmiiiittee conMinting of 

(1> Mr. I). J. Cohen; 

<2) Mr. H. S. Suhrawaril.v ; 

i3) Khan Buhailui Maulvi .Minin /./.a in an CliaiiilhiiM. 

(4) Rai Batiriilas (ioenka Baliadm, i.i.r.. 

Balm Saiiat Kumar Rnv ChaUilhuri ; 

Mr. (V W. (hiriier; and 
< T ) myitelf ; 

with inetmeiiona to aubmit their rejairl as Htam as {Kissihle and that 
the numlier of members whose presence shall he netesarv' to constitute 
a quorum shall be five. 

Now, Sir, with your permission I propose to explain the scope of 
the Bill lit briefly at pottible. It primarily deals with provisions for 
proper control of adulterated food in the Calcutta Municipal area. We 
hare already provided for tome tafeguards in the Act of 1923. The 
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lant few years* experience, however, has prominently bnmglit to onr 
notice the case of tinned desiccated milk. There is practically no 
check to ensure the purity of tinned milk. We thought of seeking 
the help of the Sea (’ustoins Act, but the Government of India have 
fMiinted out that it would not l)e legitimate to prohibit the import of 
desiccated tinned milk under the Sea Customs Act. Moreover, that 
would not affect such milk tinned in this couutr>'. We, therefore, 
propose to ad*l niune more Hufegnards in the Calcutta Municipal Act. 
One of them is that all finned milk should In* labelled and marked in 
such manner us may l»e prescrilied, another is the fixing of standard 
of purity of su( li milk. Sir, the next important article of food which 
we have (*onsidered in this Bill is butter. We have {wovided that only 
vegetalde matter is to l>e used for colouring purjxwes; and we have 
further provided that only salt can l)e used us a preservative. 

Sir, we have* taken advantage of this opp(»rtunity to make certain 
technical correcticuis in the Act. They ai*e of a trivial nature and 
have Is'cn explained in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 

In ccMiclusioii I siicoild add that the Bill has received the approval 
of the Calcutta Corixu-aticm. Though this is a small Bill we think 
that it should 1 h» carefully considered hy a Select Committee. 1 there- 
feue mcjve that the Bill la* referred to the Scdect (\mimittee as suggested 
hy me. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 lag to move, hy way of amend- 
ment, that after the name of Mr. C. W. Ourner, the fcdlowing name 
l»e inserted, namely — 

Muulvi Syed Majid Bakah. 

Mauivi Syed Majid Baksh has made a careful study of the question, 
and 1. thereioi'e. think it would he helpful if he i.s taken into the 
Committee, and 1 think the llon’hle Minister w'ill hove no ohje<*tion 
to this addition. 

Thf Hofi'blf Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, I accept 
the umendtileiii, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In that ca.se, the Hon*hle Minister may amend 
his motion as was done in the previous case and 1 am prepared to 
necept it as an amendment on short notice. 

The motion of Mauivi Tnmixuddin Khan was, then by leave of the 
Council, withdrawn. 

The following aniendetl motion was then put and agreed to — 

That the Calcutta Municipol ( Amendment > Bill, 1629, be referred 
to a Selei't Committee iHinsisting of the Hon* We Kumar Khib 
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Sheldiiuwprw Bay; Mr. D. J. Cohen; Mr. H, S. Suhrawardy; Khmi 
Bahadur Maulvi Alimussiiman Chaudhuri; Uai BadridaK (U>enku 
Bahadur, c.i.E., Babu Sanat Kumar Ray (Imudhuri ; Mr. C. W, Ouruer 
and Maulvi Syed Majid Bakah; with instruct ioiii» to submit their rejmrt 
as so(Mi as possible and that the number of members whose present?© 
shall be necessary to constitute a quorum shall be five. 


Tilt Btngil Food Adultoratiofi (A mo ndmont) Bill» IttS. 

Tho Hofi’blo Kumar 8HIB SHEKHARBBWAIt RAY: I to 

introduce a Bill further to amend the Ben^irul Foot! Adulteration Act, 
1919. 

[The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Tho Hofi’blo Kumir 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: 1 l>eic to 
mt>ve that the Bill further to amend the Benjful KimmI .\dulterati«»n 
Act, 1919, be referred to a Select Committee <onsistinK of— 

(1) Mr. D. J. (’ohcn; 

(2) Mr. H. S. Suhruwanly; 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimumimaii Chaudhuri; 

(4) Rai Badriihis (bMnika Bahadur. c.i.K. ; 

Babu Sanat Kumar Itay Chaudhuri; 

(6) Mr. C. W. (lurnei : and 

(7) myself; 

with instructions to submit their ie|K>it as s<ioii as ismsible and that 
the numl>«r of members whose presence shall l»e nw’essary to constitute 
a quorum shall he five. 

Sir, this Bill is almost analogtuis to the ( ulrutta Municijial Bill 
which has just been referred to a Selert ( omiiiitte«*. 

To state briefly, Sir. we have dealt with two imrH»rlant matter# in 
this Bill. One i* the control over condense*! or deeiccuted milk. Here 
we have followed the line adopte*! in connection with nucb milk in the 
previoua Bill. And, Sir, the other matter referit to certain proviaiim* 
prohibiting the anle. manufacture or storage of f«H)d prop«f«l 
adulterated ingredient*. Sir. » pe.uliar ilefeci in the |ire»ent Act 
ha» been brought to our notice hy a deci*ion of u court that whemi* the 
aale or atorage of ndulten.te.1 ingredient*. «ucK a* gli^ or oil, etc., 
i* pnniiduble under the law. the aale or alorage of ediWe 1*®' 

pared with auch ghee or oil, etc., i* not .imilarly puniahable. Su^ 
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a siat« of in abtturd on the face of it. We hare, therefore, made 

pruvi«ion» in thia Bill correcting this defect in the Act. Sir, this 
Bill Ifeing analogous to the Calcutta Municipal Bill, I propose to refer 
this Bill to a Select ('ommittee with the same personnel and I hope my 
motion would Ik; acceptable to the House, 


Rai Sahib REBATI MOHAN BARKER: I beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that after the name of Mr. (’. W. Oumer, the following 
names Ym inserte<l, namely — 

(1) Mauivi Ashruftiddin Chaudhuri; 

(2) Mauivi Azimr Rahman; and 

(3) myself. 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I beg to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that after the name of Mr. ('. W. (iurner, the name of Mauivi 
Syed Majid Baksh l>e inserted. 


Tha Hon’bla Kumar SHIB BHEKHAREBWAR RAY: I may 

include the name of Mr. Majid Baksh. 

Mfi PRESIDENT: 1)«k‘s the Him’ble Minister accejrf the amend- 
inent of Mauivi Tamizuddin Khan for the insertion f)f the name of 
Mauivi Syo<l Majid Baksh ^ 


Tha Hon’bla Kumar SHIB 

{»bjection. 


BHEKHAREBWAR RAY: 


have no 


Mr, PRESIDENT: With regaid to the amendment of Rai Sahib 
Rebati Mohan Sarkei, I take it that the Hon’ble Minister is not willing 
to include the naiiit's suggested b\ the llai Sahib. 

Tha HaiiHNa Kumar SHIB BHEKHAREBWAR RAY: It will 
create a queer situation. Tht* Bills are anuli»gou8 and it would not 
be eouducive to snumth working if the Select Committee of one Bill 
consists of one set of members and that of the other Bill consiats of 
a different set. I would, therefore, re<iuest the Rai Sahib to withdraw 
his motion. 

The motion of Rai Sahib Rebati Mohan Sarker was then pat and 
lost. 

The motion of Mauivi Tamiiuddin Khan was than put and agreed 
to. 
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Tht following amended motion was then put and agreed to— 

That the Bengal Food Adulteration (Amendment) Bill. 1929, be 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of the Hon*ble Kumar Shib 
Shekhareewar Ray; Mr. D. J. Cohen; Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy; Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi AlimuKEaman Chuudhuri; Rai Badrida^ (loenkn 
Bahadur; Babu Sana! Kumar Ray Chaudhuri; Mr. C. W. (hirner and 
Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh; with instructions to submit their report 
as soon as possible and that the numl>er of members whose preseni'e 
shall be necessary’ to constitute a ({uorum shall l)e five. 


Adjaurtmitfit. 

The Council then adjournetl till p.m., on Fiiduy, the 7tb 

February, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



[Tth Feb. 


W 

FrooMdIngi th* Bangai Legialatiwe CwiwiI Mnw fcled uMfer tht 
pravitiom of the Covammant af India Aat 

f 

Thk met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, Calcutta, 

on Friday, ibe Tth February, 1930, at 2-30 p.m. 


Mr. Prenident (the Hon’ble Iltiju Manmatha Nath Ray CiiArDHi'Ri. 
of Santonh) in the (’hair, the four Hon'ble Membera of the Executive 
Council, the three HoiPble MiniaterH and 91 nominated and elected 
memberH. 


Oath or alllniiatiofi. 

The followiii^^ inemlH»rH made an oath or aflinimtion of their 
allejriaiice to the (Vowii: — 

Balm Jatindru Nuth Bhmu. 

Mr. Shanti ShekhateHwiu Roy. 

Mr. SaileHwar Siiif^h Roy. 

liubu Pmfulhi Kumar (tuba. 

SUrrod Quoitiofit 

(to which oral a niw or t arorc given.) 

Arrangamont lor diaposal of diidioial functions at Dinajpur. 

*82. Mauivi HAtSAN ALI: (o) Will the HoiPble Member in 
chargt^ of the Judicial IVimrtmeiit Ih‘ plea-ned to state — 

(i) if the District Jud^re ot Dinajpur has grid to abaent himself 
from Dinajpur for a major space of ever^- year owing to his 
«lai(H«iguri and Darjeeling sittings: 

(it) if in conseiiuence there are pending at Dinajpur civil appeals 
uud miscellaneous cases; 

(tit) if for want of time be has got to transfer some civil appeals 
to the Subordinate Judge: and 

{iv) if the Suboniinate Judge has gtd to leave the headquarters 
occasioBally for Jalpatguri sittings and cannot make suffi- 
cient time to hear civil appeals at Dinajpur P 



QUESTIONS. 


81 


(^) Are the (fovernraejit considerittg the desirability of postiug 
a perhiaoeat Additioual District and Sessions Judge and a permanent 
Subordinate Judge with powers of an Assistant Sessions Judge 
exclusively for Dinajpur? 11 so, when!' 


MiMSER in ehtrgn of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (llm 
Mr. A, N. Mnbarly): (a) (i) Yes: he spends a portion of the year at 
Jal|>aiguri and Darjeeling. An Additional District tiudge, however, 
worked at Dinajpur for 214 days during the year 1929. 

(n) As usual some civil ap(>eal8 and miscellaneous cases are 
f>euding. 

(tti) The Sub-»ludge is principally occupied in trying origitml suits, 
hut some civil appeals are transfeired to him so that he may have 
work when the original suit« are not ready for hearing. 

(tr) The officer is SuWudge of Dinajpur and Jal|aiiguri and he 
wniks in l»oth places according to necessity of business. 

{f/} No. A temporary additi(»nal District Judge has Uhmi fseiled 
iheio from the 2 ihI of January until (he Civil (Imrt vacation of I9;k) 
^vhich liegius on the 22nd Si^ptemlier, UKU). There is a scheme for a 
separate SuWudge for Jaliauguri and Darjeeling, and when effect can 
la* given to this scheme Dinajpur will get a whole-time SulKirdinate 
Judge 

MMilvi HAMAM ALI: Will 'h*- Iloii’W.- Ih- i.lruw<l to 

Mut.- how n.uny .!..>> th.- l>i»tiirl .lud^e <-f Diniijpur hu« lK-..n ..»#y 
dunniT tbo ln«t d voarM!' 1 w»iit tho ficuio. voiir h> yonr. w|>nnit.'ly . 


Th. Hon’bl. Mr. A. H. MOBERLY: I m.i-i ..»k for t.oii..- 

MMlIvi HABBAM AH: With roforcnce to aimwor (ol (i<). will the 
Hoii’hle MeinlH-i U- |.l.-aw<l to Ktate how iiiuiiy on«->e..i old. Iwo-yea. 
old and three-year old case, are (leiidiiitr^’ 


Th. Ht.'W. Mr. A. H. MOBERLY: I Milmut, S.r that if the 
member wants figures of this nature, he should have asked for hem. 


MMlIvi HABBAN ALl! What i. the Bppn>*iroate date when th.- 
Khenie for pTinjr a aeimr.te .fadge to Ikinajpur will he giwn effect to. 


Tka Mw'bt. Mr. A. N. MOBIRtY* When the finant ial eondilion of 
the i»oTiaee.dmit* of it. and the Council vote, the money. 
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Triffilifig altowwiM nid atliar axiMfitti for aaaiiifit loorfi al Bogri. 

^33. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZUR RAHMAN OHAUDHURI: 

Will the Hon’hle Meiulier in chaifi^e of the Judidia! Department be 
j/lea^ed t<» Htale the amount apeiit for meeting the travelling, halting 
ami other exfienaes of the — 

(/) SeHnioHM Judge, 

{'J) vVdditiomil S<*?4HioiiH Judge, and 
(J) their staff, 

ill roimertioii with seHsion.s work at Hogra during the year 

Tha Hon*hla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The amount »pent for meeting 
the travelling, halting and other expennes of the ( /) SesnioiiH Judge, 
i'J) Additional Sessions Judge, and (J) their staff, in connection with 
sessions work at Hogtu during the year 1929 is given below: — 

Us. as. 

{/) Si'ssion.s Judge ... G20 H 

(2) Additional Sessions Judge ... 891 8 

(.1) Their staff 751 0 

FaoINtiat to Muhammadan ampioyaoa and litigants for saying thoir 
dally **Zohur” and **Asar*’ prayors. 

*34. NawNb Khwija HABIBULLAH: Will the Hon ble 

MenilH»r in charge of the Judicial DeiJurtment l)e pleased to state 
whethei the (government are «-onsidering the desinihility of fixing two 
(HU'iods of 20 and 10 minutes res|M»ctively, when the work of Courts 
might ceu.se, to afford the Muhammadan employees and liti^uts an 
opportunity of saying their daily Zohwr and Aitar prayers, under such 
terms and ('onditious as may l>e suitable y 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: No. 

Mauivi SYEO MA4ID BAKSH: Hay I know whether the Hon'ble 
Memlair will give sympathetic i^nsideration to this matter? 

TflO Non'Mt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 would {dead with my Muham- 
inadaii friends in this House not to press this question ol prayers. It is 
well-known that the work in the Civil Courts is very greatly con- 
gested and if any projaisal of this sort is {)re«se<l and hy any chance 
effiHd is gi%eii to it, we shall have seriously to consider the question oi 
employing as many Muhammadans as we do, because work most go oa* 
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MlMlvi ABUL KAiEHI: May I know from tke Hon'ble Member if 
an en^loj'et* wishes to absent himself to say his prayer, will he la» 
punished for doing so, or will he Ik* allowed to alMenti liitiisidCy 

Thi Hon’Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The matter is within the 
discretion of the presiding officer. 

MiMlvi ABUL KASEM: Is the (fovernment considering the desir- 
ability of giving leave to the litigants and Government einployi^es <o 
Hftv their prayer!" My question is, if Government eniploytH»s aliseiit 
themselves, or want to absent themselves to say their prayer, will 
they be given the neoessarj' permission to do mi? And in the i^ase of 
litigants, will they be granted pennissimi to bt* aWnt, or will the 
<ase be carried on during their abscoicey 

The Mon’We Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 think I have idready answered 
the question. It lies entirely within the discretion of the presiding 
(ifticer and the head of the office coiiceriMMl. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 take it that the Hon’lde MemlsM does not 
want to add anything to his answer. 

Mauivi SYED MAdID BAK8H: U it m»t possible to send informa- 
tioii confidpntinll.v or olh4-rwit»> l«t tbv |.n*MaiiiK officers iiml tlii< houd- 
of offices, that they will overlook the abseii<‘e irf litigants and em- 
ployees to say their pni\ers? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This is a question which is very much like the 
„ 1.0 I.u» by Manlvi Abul Kawm. I tale it lh»l ih.- Hoii'bl.- M.-nil.or 
do«-s not likp to iidd iinythinK to what h.* hii-. tilreiidy »ui(l. 


Satkhira khtl. 


•U. Mansi tywl JALALOOOIH MASMfMYl Will tb- llou blc 

M..mber i.. .horp- of the lrnK»tion lV,«rtn...ut b« to .tato 

when the ( Joven.mei.t pro,*H«- to take u|, the work of e*.av»l,nK and 
widening the Satkhira khal from KUrebar t., Shayer fw the .mprove- 
ment of the aanit.tioo of the town and for the intr.alnct.on of the 
ateamer route between Klarchar and Satkhira f 

MiMtKR in aharga af IRIIICATIOi OlPARTMf ST (tha Mon'bl. 
AHmM Sir AMalkartai Chiimatfi): A pr.»je< t ha« been iwepor^l an 
forHInled to the Colleetor of Khulna for 

(B.C.) of 1920 . It ia for the pnrtiea inlerealed to move the ( oiler tor 
under aection i of the Act. 
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MaifWi 8YED 4ALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will tlie Hon’ble 
l>e pleaMwl to ntate the date when the project was prepared ^ 

The Hon*blf AlhadJ Sir ASDELKERIM GHUZNAVh l^nt 

Septeiiilier. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble Memliei 
b<* plenHed to ntate the policy adopted in the department in making a 
clifTerence Wtweeii proje^'ta to l)e done bj^ the Government and projects 
to Ih* done by the jieople^ 

Tha Hon^Ma AlhadJ Sir ASDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: The project 
iH a Munitary iiiiproveinent scheme, and as such, it was forwarded to 
the (’ollector. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: 1 am afraid perhaps the 
Hon’ble MeinlH»r did not understand mv question. What 1 want to 
know is the |K>Iicy Whind all Government decisions in making a pro- 
je<'t an irrigation projeid to Ik* done by the people or a project to lie 
done by the Government y 

Tha Hon'bla Alha4i Sir ASDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: It entirely 

<le|M‘nds on tin* circumstances of the case. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon'ble Member 
1 h» pleased to state what are the cinumstances that will determine the 
decision that a particular project should lie done by the jKMiple or taken 
up by the t Government ? 

Tha Hon’bla AlhadJ Sir ASDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: I have noth- 
ing to mid to what I have already said. 

Kali BMDADUL HOQUE: When was the project forwarded to the 
Collector of Khulna y 

Tha Han«Ma AlhadJ Sir ASDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: 1 have 
nlready answered that : it was in Sep(erolH*r last. 

Kali EMDADUL HOQUE: My cpiestion is will the Ilon'ble Member 
lie pleajKKl to .state when the priiject was forwarded to the Odiecior of 
Khulna? 

Tha Hau-Ma AlhadJ Sir ASDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: It was lor- 
wardetl in Ifieptemlier last. 
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l^fM tivpiy of tfrinkifig walor on inland pawongwr oowilf, 

•m Mr. A. K. FAZL-UL HUQ: (a) Will the Hotrble Member 
in oharge of the Marine Department be pleased to slate whether it is a 
fact that half a gallon of fresh drinking water is storeil in proper 
vessels per passenger carried and supplied free of tdntrge in the inlaiiil 
steam and other vessels ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hcm'ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the water stored and supplie<l is — 

(t) filtered or resen’e tank water, or 
(ii) unfilteretl and muddy river waters 

MEMBER in diargo of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tho Hon*bl# 
Mr. A. Mnrr): (a) Yes. V nder Ntitification No. (iH-Mnc,. dat«»il the 
26th October, 1927, “A sufficient supply of fresh drinking water, IsMiig 
not less than J gallon ptM* jm.ssenger carried, shall 1 m' stmvd in < or 
iron tanks on evciy inland steam nr motor vesnel which plies foi him 
for passengt'is, to Is* supplic<l free of charge to the isiswoigers.’* 

(b) The water generally supplied is river water which is sllowed to 
settle in tanks and is cleared by alum. 


Ovnrflooding of Koiya and Mourakslii Hvort. 

*37. Srijitt TAd BAHADUR tINCH: <a) Is the Hotrble Memher 
in charge of the Public Works ( Railways) DeiHiiimeiit aware that 
hardship, inconvenience and much loss of crops and cattle are annually 
eausetl to the inhabitants of half a donen vilIngiM from Talgiwm to 
Shahluijpiir through the overfioo<ling of the Koiya and Moumkshi 
livers in the Kan<li sulKlivision of the Murshidabad distiirt'' 

(b) Is the Htm’ble Memlier als<» aware that the oNerfitsxling is 
cause<l through want of sufficient culverts in the railway embanicments 
of the Bandel-Ilurharwa section of the Hast Indian Railway ^ 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, ore the (lovernment 
considering the desirability of drawing the attention «»f the Railway 
authorities to this mattery 

MIMtER inetargaaf PUBLIC WORSE (RAILWAYE) OBPART- 
KENT (tta Hon*bto Mr. A. Marr): (>i) Ye. 

<6) No, the HS.1 cauee of flooding i. breaching of zamindari 
t:inb.DkmeDta along the bordera of there rivera. There embenkmenta 
are not properly maintained. 

(r) Doea not ariae. 
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Mailivi AiUL KAtili: With reference to answer (6), will the 
Hon^ble Member be pleaiied to state whether a railway embankment 
does not obstruct the flow of the river J' 

riM HofinM# Mr. A. MARR: 1 want notice of this question. 


UfislarrMi Quetliont 

(tamtmn to wtiioh waro laid on tho UrfMo.) 

Conti in tho Bhtgbtngolt thono to food Cdhrt ntiik 

n. Bobu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charffe of the Irrigation De|)artnient be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that there is not a sutflcient flow of water in the 
canal dug in the Bhagbangola thana of the Murshidabad district to 
carry water into the (lobra nalay 

(h) Have the (Jovernment any information as to the cause of this 
defect y 

(c) If the aiiswei to (h) in in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
MembiT W pleawul t<i state whether it is in the contemplation t»f 
(Government to take any ste|>s in the iieai future in the mattery 

(fi) Is it a fact that the canal w’ill fail to serve any useful sei^’ice 
unless the flow* or pressure of water ( uii l)e increased y 

(e) What was the total exp<*ndituie incurred for the* ext^avation 
of the said <’analy 

Tfit Hon*Mt AihadJ Sir ABOELKERIM CHUZNAVI: («) The 

supply in the <*aiial was a<leqiiate exc’cpt for a short pericKl liefore the 
auM crop was cut, when it luoi t<i lie restricteil somewhat owing to the 
|s>ssihility of damagi* to the crop if the full supply of water were sent 
down. 

(h) There is no defect in the system. 

(r) Does not arise. 

{fl) No. 

(r) Un. 

Muttelmaii minlslErial oflton in thn CIHttnsifig Divistnu. 

30. Mauivi RURAL ABBAR CHOUDHURY: (a) Will the Hun ble 

Member in charge of the lieveiiue l>e|iartment lie {densed to lay on the 
table a statement giving the present figures in different offices 
separately t>f different districts of the ('hittag^ong Division showing'— 
(t) the number of Mussalmaii ministerial offic'ers; and 
(ii) their fwoportion to the strength of the different cadres y 
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(ir) Hav« tke Ooverum^nt taken any step U» enforce the inrcular of 
to the effect that the appointment » in the Government othi^s ahtmlil 
he btae^ on population 


MiliffER in oNar^i of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho HoiPbIt 
fir ProvoMl Gillindir Mittor: (a) A statement showing sejMirately the 
numW of Mussalnian ministerial officers to whom the cirrnlar of 11>25 
applies and their projK>rtion to the strength of the different cadres in 
(he different offif'es of different districts of the ('hittagong Division is 
laid Of; the table. 

(b) Yes. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clan*e (o) of unttarred yuettian 

.Vo. ;>/. 


StaTKMKXT showing SKI•^RATKI.^ TIIK NVMHKR OI MlSSAl.M.iS I4I?«IS- 
TERl.AL OFFH'KHS TO WHOM TICK. < IRCri-AR OF .\FFI.IKS ANI> THKIR 

PROI*ORTION TO THK STRFJVGTH OF THE DIFFKRKNT CAORKH IN IHFFF^NT 
OFFK KS OF IHFFF.RKNT IHSTHKTS OF THK (’linTAiiONG DIVISION. 

ToUl nuinli(«r 

of MuhsmmstUu TtM*ir |»on'r«ta» 
Nam** of om*-**. minwtorial to total •tmiffth. 

oflltKMIl. 


(’hittayony. 

C’hittagong Magistratc-t’olloctiuate (in- 
cluding suMi vision) 

Khan Mahals 


Ttppera, 

Tippera Magistrate-Collector's office (in- 
cluding subdivision) 

Khas Mahal 

Xoohhali . 

Noakimli Magistrate-Collector’s office 
(including sulKlivisioii) 

Khas Mahal 


(liUtagony Hill Traeti. 

Deputy Coiw wlijfteaer $ offset, 

Chittagong Hill Tracts ••• ^ 


;i5 7 


45-7 

40-0 


im 



Quisnoirs. 
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According to o Oovemment decision arrived at in 1926 the minimum 
reserved for appcdntments from the Mussalman community is 4 per 
cent. The said decision is based on the percentage of Mussalman 
population in that district. 

KIliA Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: Will the Hon’ble 
Memlier pleased to state as to how the figure of 4 per cent, resen ed 
for the Muhammadans of Chittagong has been arrived at? 

Tha Hon’bItSir PR0VA8H CHUNDER MITTER: If the member 
is referring to the first part of the stutement laid on the table in reply 
to this ({uestion, I am afraid I must say it {is a printing mistake. It 
should be 41 ‘9. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: What about the figure 4. 
in the last |K>rtion of the statement? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVABH CHUNDER MITTER: That refers to 
the (!hittugoiig Hill Truf’ts. It is self-explanatory. 


Appointmant of oflloara in eharga of distriota on oommunal baaia. 

f 

31. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Ap|s»intment Ih'jsiHinent he pleuse<l to state 
whether there is any circular in the matter of apfsunting officers <tf 
different communities t(» hold charge of districts of lituigul? 

(h) If the answer to (<i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
MemlxT he pleasiHl t(» lay on the table a cop\ of the cirt uhir? 

{(') Is the circular stii(*tly foll(»we<l? If in>t, why not? 

{fl) Are the (l»»vernmeiit considering the desirability of maintaining 
an ulnnist et|ual nunil>er of Hindu and Moslem District Magistrates in 
Bengal ? 

(f) Will the Hoirble Mtmiljer he plea.sed to state whether it is 
in the contemplation of (lovernmeiit to raise the number of Muham- 
madan officers to hold charge of districts as Magistrates? 

MEMBER Hi ohargo of APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (tbo 
Hoii’blo Mr. A. N. MoboHy): (a) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

(rf) No. 

(e) No. 
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pattangirt md tliair fam. 


SSL lif« A« Ka FAZL^UL HUQs («) Will the Htui^hle MeiuWr 
iu charge of the Marine Department he pleaneii to Mtate what Ntejix, 
if any, have been taken to give effect to the resolution which was 
jiassed by this Council on the 11th February, 1929, regarding the 
appointment of a committee to impure into the gtievantM^s of the 
steamer passengers and their fare'tK 

(6) With reference to the reply given to starred tjuesti<m No. it 
at the Council meeting held on the 5th August, 1929, will the Uon’We 
Member in charge of the Marine l)e|>urtment l>e pleastnl to state what 
advice the Government have received from their tiH'hnical and legal 
advisers on the various questions referred to therein 

(r) Will the Hon’ble MenilnM- Ik* pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(t) the names of the legal and technical atlvisers; and 

(II ) the opinion expressed h\ them on the quesfionsh 

(</) Are the Government proposing taking any action on their 
recommendations? If not, why not? 

Thi HOfl’bto Mf, At MARRs («), (5), {c) and uh A statement is 
laid on the table. 


Sfatement referred to tn the reply to umtarred quest ton .Vo. 32. 

In the resolution which w'as carried by the ileiigal lH*gislfitive 
Council on the llth Fehruai>, 1929, on the Hiihject of the ap{sHntment 
of a committee to examine (he w«uking of the steamer ser\*ices managed 
by the I, G. N. and Hy, Co. and the 11. S. N. Co., Ltd., the following 
issues were raistul : — 

(a) Convenien<*e in atcommodntion for {aissengers, inclmling 
female passengers, in the different classes, 

(5) Fares charged in consideration of the distances travelled; 

(c) Advisability or otherwise of traiismitting goods hy paaseoger 

staamm; and 

(d) Waiting accommodation, gangways and landing places in the 

different ghats. 

In regard to (6) and (d) Government have obtained the o^nnion 
of their legal advieera. Their opinion on (b) is to the effect that under 
the existing law, Oovemment cannot make ntles prescribing actual 



^ QUBsnoirs. Peb. 

httn. An le^aitU (</), th<*ir opinion is that it is within the competence 
of the IcKal (iovemment to frame rules regarding the provision oi 
Waiting accomm<Klation, gangways* etc. (iovemment have asked their 
technical advisers to submit draft rules t»n these lines. 

On (a) and (c) (iovemment have consulted their technical advisers. 
These jsjints are covered hv the regulations issued by the local Govern- 
ment us instructions to their surveyors for the survey of inland steam 
vessels and the following action has, up to date, been taken. 

Projiosals for the revision of the instructions to sun^eyors, referred 
to ulnive, have Is^en framed by the Principal Engineer and Ship 
Surveyor, Calcutta. They fall under the following heads: — 

(/) (Carriage of cargo on deck. 

(;^) Passenger accommiKlation. 

(J) Carriage of search-lights. 

(4) Mensureincnt of deck. 

(•5) Latrine iiccommcKlation. 

(6') Prevention of fire. 

(7) Perimlicul dts king. 

(iS) Life-saving appliances. 

It is profHised, in the first place, to obtain the views of the steamer 
companies <in these proposals. 

Orders have lM»en issued re(|uiring tl»e certificates nf survey, one 
in English and anothet in vernaculai. to W exhibited in appropriate 
places on the vess<d. vie., the English ct)p\ on the main deck in the 
wake of the forward gangways and the veriiueiilar copy on the same 
deck in the wake of the aft gangways. 


ApiiliOBtion fpr right of |irt-iiMptiOfi. 

S8. Miulvi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: Will the Hon ble Member 
in charge of the Revenue Deimrtnieiit be pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing — 

(0 how muii\ applicHtioiis have l»ee« made in eai’h district of 
the pioviiice for exercising the right of jMie-emption that 
has lieeii given to the landlords by the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendments Act, 1928 (Bengal Act IV of 1928), from 
the date on which it came into operation up to the date 
for which figures are available; and 
(fi) how many of these applications have been diapoaed of and 
with whaf reault^ 



1W.F QUESTIONS. II 

n» HtliWt Sir PROVAtH OHUNOER MITTIRt (•) A .Ute- 
ment 14 laid on the table. 

(U) Information is not available. 

St 4 it€m€nt referred to in the reply to clause ( 1 ) of unstarred i^uestwn 

No. o3. 


Nsniss of districts. 

Total nundM*r of s|wlirsitmns 
umior MW'tion 20-F of tlie 
lton|(sl TctuuH'v .\cl— fmm 
April to November, 

Bakargunj 

... 20 

Bankuru 

5 

Birbhum 

... 11 

Burdwuu 

.. 2a 

Chittagong 


Dacca 

... in 

IXtiujpur and dal{)tiigun 

70 

Faridpur 

... ao 

Hooghly and Howrah 

•)o 

Jessore 

a 

Khulna 

... 11 

Miduapore 

... 20 

Murshidabad 

... 2 a 

Mymensiugh 

... U2 

Nadia 

7 

Noakhali 

1 

Fahna and liogiu 

... 40 

Kaj.’^huhi and Maldu 

... 08 

Raiigpui 

... H4 

Tipperu 

... 17 

24-Furguiiiitt 

... 18 

Total 

7 or> 


iMla of pay pr ooio i l onf ira. 

94. Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDNURI: (n^ T« the TToirhle Memlier 
tn eharfre of the Judirial Department aware of the following findings 
of the All-India Cis'il Justire Commitfee presided over by Mr. .Tustire 
Rankin : — 

“In Bengal the seale of pnwejKs-Rervere is fixed in M>me distrirt nt 
Hu. Ig— and in other districts at Rs. 16—1/5-^20, This 
acale of remuneration which is less than that of a cooly or a domestic 
•ervant. hardly afords a living wage to the process-serving staff. It 
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in BO wonder that they frequently euccumb to temptatioii. It is only 
in Bombay that the gravity of the Mituation has been realised and that 
a acale of remuneration has ret^ently been sanctioned commensurate with 
their duties and responsibilities. The scale of pay in Bombay ranges 
from Its. 20 to Its. 40 for the inferior class of process-servers with an 
efficiency Imr at Its. 40 and Its. 50 for fhe su})erior class of process- 
seiners.” 

(h) Will the HonMde Member be pleased to state what action, if 
any, has been taken on the findings quoted above P 

The Hofi’Me Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: («) Yes. The pay of the 

process-servers of Bengal is legs than that of Bombay but it is more 
than that of any other province. 

(5) In the present condition of the provincial fintuiees it is not 
jK>sHibIe to take up the (|uestion of increaMing the of piwess- 
servers. 


ProoMt-Mnrart’ pay. 

35. Mr. K. Cl RAY CHAUDHURI* («) Is the Iloirble Member 
in charge of the Judicial l)<»partment aware that the Registrar of the 
('alcutta High (\uirt, Apjwllate Side, addressed letter No. loditKi., 
dated iSth NovenilM*r, H12(i, to the llistrict Judges r<*garding iinpiove- 
ineiit of pr(K;ess-servers' payP 

(5) If the answer to {a) is in the affimiative, will the Hon’ble 
MeinlxM* 1 m* pleased to state what action, if any, has l)eeu taken on the 
replies received fmin the District Judges P 

Th® Hon’blu Mr. A. N. MOBERLY* (o) The letter was addressed 
to a few District Judges, 

{h) The matter is still uiidei consideration of the High Court. 


InoMHt from omoot in tlio to-Pargnnat runl anB 

•ufNlBrboii arooB. 

ML BaBu BANAT KUMAR RAY CHAUDNURts Will the 
Hon* hie Meml)er in charge of the Revenue I)ep«trtmeui be pleaaed to 
gtate — 

(i) the total annual income from cesses in the 24-Parganas dietrict; 

(ii) the proportion of it derived fnim the Sundarban area of the 
district ; 
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{Hi) the total expenditure in the rural areas of the district on 


(1) water-supply; 

(2) roads, new works; 

(3) roads, repoirs; 

(4) education; 

(6) medical relief; 


(tr) the expenditure on the said heads in Ihe Sundarban urea; and 

(r) the amount spent on publit works by the (Government in the 
Sundarban area of the 24-Parjrnnas together with heads of such 
expenditure? 


The Hon’Iito Sir PROVA8H €HUNDER HITTER: (i^ Its r>.a5/»08 
in 192^29. 

(it) Its. 2,13.89(1 in 1928-29 or 39-93 cent, of (be (otul cess 
income of the district. 

(ill) Expenditure during 1928-29 — 

(1) Rs. 96,813; 

(2) Rs. 74,164; 

(3) Rs. 3,27.879; 

(4) Rs. 1,64,362; 

(5) Rs. 2,36,950. 

(ir) Expenditure during lf>28-29 — 

(1) Water-supply, Rs. 14,549. 

(2) Roads, new works, Rs. 7,293. 

(3) Roads, rejwirs. Rs. 7,696. 

(4) Eilucution. Rs, 68,982. 

(6) Medical relief, Rs. 29,755. 

Besides Ks. 31..T16 was spent by Oovernnioiit on the Bundarfiun 
states under direct management, for sanitary and agriculfural itnproee- 
ittent. 

(r) In 1928-29, Rs. 441 only was spent on repairs of btiildingf. 
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AnimlfiMfit of Bofigil Irrigation Act and oortain othor Aeta. 

17. Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charffe of the Irrif^tion Department be pieaned to state whether the 
(ioveriinient are ('onsideriii^ the desirability of taking steps for the 
early amend men ts of the Bengal Irrigation Act, 1876 (Bengal Act III 
of 1876), ami the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, 
JJ)20 (Bengal Act V^l of 1920), and the Co-operative Societies Act, 
J912 (II of 1912). to secure pro'vnsions for easier and better water- 
supply for agricultural purposes? 

Tho Hon’blo Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: No. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Iloirble Member be 
pleased to state whether the Bengal Irrigation Act, the Bengal Agri- 
cultural and Sanitary Impioveiiient Act, and the ('o-o[>erative So<deties 
Act C4iij 1 m* ainen<led so as to give lM»tler facilities for water-supply' for 
agricultural pui |)oseH ? 

The Hon'bic Alhidi iir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: I am only 
<'onceriied w'ith the Irrigation Act. I want noti(‘e. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I know who will 
answer the (juestiou as regard.s the Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary 
lfU[noveuient A« t ? The three <niesti(»iis are put togethei. 

Tha Hon’bla Alhadj Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVI: It is not 

111 my de)mttmetit. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi AZIZUL HAQUE: May 1 take it that it is 
not ill the dejiartiuent of anylHMly in the (Government of Bengal? We 
want to know whether the (Govenimeiit will 1 m» pleased to state how 
many schemes have la*en pit*fNire<i up to date and how many of them 
executed ? 

The Hon’blt Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I think it 

is in my dejiartinent. I want iiotii'e of the question. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The questioner should have dinded his question 
and addressiMl two distinct and s«'parate questions to the proper authori- 
ties. hut his ititslake ought to have been detected! by the l^egialntive 
Department and myself. Sin<'e that has not been the ease, 1 think 1 
should advise the questioner to sfdit up his question and give freah 
notice to the departments eoucemed, so that he may have proper 
answert. 
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Inrigatlen tohiiiiM on both site of KononMit. 

38. Mr. BWOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (^0 Will the Hon bU‘ 

MeiuV)er in charge of the Irrigation De])artiuent he pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that when water used to he supplied with 
the help of kunrha bund on the Kanaiindi at Oaralmuri in 
the district of Bnnlwan the area for which the raiyats used 
tf> contract to have the supply of water, was alauit tJ.tKH) 
bighas; and 

(fi) "wbether the same aiea has lieen reduced to only alnnit d.tKK) 
highas since the c(» list met ion of the puna regulator at 
the same placed 

(6) Is it a fact that while alaiut 0,000 highas c'ould 1 h* supplied with 
water on the left side of the Kananadi with the kuurha bund and 
alxiut d,tKKl at present through puna regulator at (laralinuri only alHUit 
.‘too highas cuuld lie supplied with water on the right side of the rivery 

(c ) Is it a fact that the (tovernmeiit pro|K)Mc* to exc'uvate a new 
distributary channel on the Icdt side of the Kananadi which it is 
c\|MH'ted will irrigate an additional area of alMOit ti.lMH) highas on the 
left side of the river, hut will not laoiefit any additional area on the 
light sidey 

id) Are the (loveniiiient considering the desirability of making 
iwo regulators further down the existing l•eguhltor at tlaralmuri in th© 
light that the projec t is likely to cost less than the one pro|Hmf^l by 
ihe Irrigation l)e|>artineiit and to iHoiefit nearly ‘J4,(KK1 highas of land 
on laith sides of the Kananadi y 

The Hon’Mt Alhadl Sir ASDELKCRIM CHUZNAVI: (a) (i) Yet. 

(h) Yes: this is due to neglect in maiiitnrning the local village 
channels, which are in charge of villagers. 

ih) Yes: this in due to the Sriiiiunpur drainage channel lying in 
the way, 

(c) A project is under consideration to make u distrihutarv on the 
left hunk to irrigate iilKiut 9,(Kin highas. No scheme has as yet Wii 
prepiireil for irrigating the area oii the right hank. 

(if) The ciuestion of building additional regulators has been IcKiked 
into and it haa been found to he cheaper to irrigate a portion of the 
area mentioned by the left Wiik distributary*. The question of tiiuking 
a right bank distributary' will be lookcai into. 

Mr. ilJOY PRASAD SINDH ROYS Is the Hoirble Memtier aware 
that the regulator which is the property of Oovemroeiif is not on the 
xitlage chann^s, hut on the Kananadi f* 
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TIM HWbl* AliiadJ Sir ABOELKfRIM CHUZNAVI: I want 

notipc III Ibii) qneiitiou. 

Mr. BUOY PRASAD tINCH ROY: Notice for what? 

TIM Hon’bto ANra^ Kr ABDELKERIM CHUZNAVI: To grive you ' 
all the ill format ion on the subject that you require. 


Judloiai prootdura in rant raiU. 

39. Raja Bahadur BHUPENORA NARAYAN 8INHA, af 
Naihipurt (a) Will the Hofi’ble Mem tier iu churge of the Judicial 
I)e|mrtniei»t lx* pleaned to «tate whether the judiiial pr(K*edure in rent 
units as presrrilx'd in sections 148 onwards of the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Act, 19t?8 (Bengal Act IV of 1928). is Ixdng followed 
in all the (uiurtsV 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
MemlM»r Ih» plens^Hl to state what steps, if any, the (Government pro- 
pose to lake for the obsenaiK'e of the procedure in the future!' 

Tilt Hon*l>lt Mr. A. N# MOBERLY: (a) It is presumed that the 
courts folhiw the procedure prescril>e<l by the law. If a party suffers 
by an error in procedure, he may have his i*emedy in law. 

{h) IXh‘s not arise. 

Bibu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUOHURh Will the HonMde 
MemlH'r lx> pUmis<h 1 tfi state if any inquiry has been made to see that 
the pnicedure laid down in the Bengal Tenancy Act has been actually 
followed ? 

TIm Hoti’bMMr. A. N. MOBERLY: No, it is not a matter for the 
cNecutive authoriiies. 


Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon'ble 
Meml>er lx* pleased to .state whether it is a fact that non-aerrice of 
jiroiesses ptescrilied by the amended Act is due to not following the 
proceduie laid downf 


Mr. RREilOSNTi That is a matter of opinion. 
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NaMMai^ MaMfem* Bills. 

Ths CahNitta Minialpal (AswiAmi rt ) Bill. im. 

Msilhri SHAMtUOOIN AHMCOi I beg to wove that the Calcutta 
Muwcipftl (Awendwent) Bill, 1929, be referred to a Select Com- 
mittee consiAting o! — 

(1) the Hoo’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Uovemment 

Department ; 

(2) Babu Jitendmlal Bannerjee; 

(•‘D Mr. P. Banerji; 

(4) Mr. A. K, FiuUuIHuq: 

{b) Mr. H. S. Suhrawaniy; 

(6) Khan Bahadur Mauivi Alimurzaman Fhaudhuri; 

O) Mauivi Syed .Talaluddin ITuMheniy : 

^8) Mauivi Ashrafuddin Phaudhuri: 

(9) Mr. W. (\ WordMWorth; 

<10) Bev. B.’A. Najr; * 
ill) Mr. P. N. Guha; 

<12) Mr. A, Raheem, r.i.K. ; 

<13) Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy; and 
<14) myself; 

with inatiuctiona to .submit their report before the commeneeiiieiit of 
March, and that the nuitil>er of members whos^ preaenee Ahull )»e neces' 
eary tocaoAtitute a quorum shall be five. 

Sir, I shall read out certain fiasaages from the Ktatement of Objects 
and Reaaona that have been given in the Municipal Amendment Bill. 
^‘The Calcutta Municijail Act, 192^1 

>r 

Mr# Miil DENTS Mauivi Sahib, I do not think you need read 
that, becauae every member baa been supplied with a copy of the Muni* 
cipal Amendment Bill. 

MMfvl tHAIItUOOfN AMMiDl Then I formally move the motion^ 
If there ta any oppoaition from GovemroenC I hope 1 will be given an 
Of^wirtniitty to apeak. 


7 
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t?Ta Fite. 

TM H0iinM0 KmiMr SHli iHEKHAIIftWBR |Bf I Sir, I would 
W veiy frank to tho House and would admit at tXiat the rate, 

payers of the Cossipore-Chitpore and the Garden Beach areas hare a 
genuine grievance and they have every sympathy of the Govjeminent. 
Sir* the Government have waited long in the hope that the Corporation 
of ('aicutta, consisting of some of the best intellects of Bengal' and 
with heavy responsibilities on their shoulders would rise to the occasion 
and be in a position to take full measure of the grievances of the rate- 
payers of the added areas, and by trying thei^ best to remove them 
hiing home to the residents the benefits and advantages of living in 
the second city of the tlmpire. 

Sir, the ver>* fact that there have been more than one attempt 
through this Council to get rid of the Corporation and that these 
attempts have hm reived the sympathy and support of a good many 
luenitiers of the C/Ouncil, proves perhaps conclusively that the Corpora- 
lion of Calcutta Hum faihnl to satisfy the rate-payers of those areas and 
to discharge their duties to them as they should have done. 

The Goveninient now fully realise that the aggrieved party has a 
just claim ou the Government for its protection. Sir, from the very 
lieginning th<* Government were aware that the inclusion of some of 
the added areas within the limits of the Coijsjration would mean trouble 
to all, and would 1 m* more of a htudran(‘e than a help. I hope the 
members are aware that some of these ureas %vere incorporated in the 
Olcuiia (Vu|H)rati<iii in npite of the (Joveniraont and in the teeth of 
their opfMtsition. Sir, (Oir apprehensions a ere correct. They seem to 
be justified by the ex|M»rieiice of the last six \ears* working of the Act 
in the adtied areas. The Government now f<*el that some action on 
their |M»rt is necessurv to M*t iiiatteiN right. But, Sir, if it was com- 
jmrativel) eu«\ for the (ii»veriimeiit then t»> bow «b»wri to the wishe*. 
of this (\nincil ami to allow the ureas to Im* added to the (\^rporatii>u, 
the situation is now much inoiv <*omplicated, and the (joa'emment 
cannot so liglitl\ allow the areas to In* excluded. The Government 
caniioi prtM*eei! desultorily and leave aside their resiMHisibility. The 
(Govern me lit (uinnot ignore the commitments made by the Corporation 
and the* Improvement Trust in these areas. Nor can the Government 
overlook the invent men ts made by capitalists in Garden Reach amf 
Cossipore ou account of the superior status which these localitaea 
attained us parts of the tWporation of (Vicutta. 

$ p.m. 

Nevertheless an effective solution has got to be found out ; and, for 
some time past, the whole question is engaging the serious considera- 
tion of the Government. Whether tlie grievances of the local peoide 
could he remedied while retaining these areas as parts of the Caloatta 
Corporation or by their exclusion is the whole crux of the problem. 
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But I before the problem has increaaed ia ite complexity 

as yew* have rolled on, and now requires to be studied iu all it« 
bearing*. It be apfnoached seriously, impei-tially and iu u non- 
partisan spirit by men who are most competent to do so, and are 
experienced in municipal matters and munitiiml finance. 

Sir, I speak not as an official but as a repi'eseutative of tb© |ieo|>Ie 
fully prepared to take up a popular cause, that the Bill, uh iiUMlelltHi, 
will, if passed, be a retrograde measure, and however ccanpeteiit a 
select committee might be, it w’ould be beyond its scoj)© to study (he 
piobleni as it ought to be studied, and no efforts on the jairt of any 
select committee can possibly improve the Bill. The Bill, therefore. 
Sir, must go — that is, my candid opinion. 

Sir, if we really want to remove the existing grievances, and ulumt 
the existence of which we are all agreed, then wo must proceed on 
ilifferent lines. We must face the pnddem fairly and mjuarely and 
ncd meiely try to go luH‘k to the old assessments and the Act of IHH4. 
Heie you will find the Ooverninent stieUking their helping hand to the 
{people. I appeal to the popular representatives to grasp it and let us 
[uoceed hand-in-hand to serve the j>eople to the liest of our ahilitjes. 

Sir, T promise on behalf of the tiovernnient that w'e will forthwith 
appoint a (?oinmittiH' and 1 claim the confidence of the IIousi* to leave 
it to us to make it a thoroughly compident and representative com- 
mittee, which will fully examine the whole tjiiestion am! ailvist* us how 
best to deal with the situati<iii. But, Sir, with this Bill hanging 
over us, we cannot have Much a (Miinmittee. 1, therefore, earnestly 
KHjuest the mo>er to withdraw his iiuitioii ; but if he cannot see his way 
to do so, I must ap{»eal to the hon’ble iiiembem of this Council to 
throw it out, to enable us to nuOo in the matter m the l>est and 
most suitable manner possible. 


Mr. BMOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS At the outset I uiiisl say that 
I yield to no one not even to the HoiCble Minister in my sympathy 
for the aggprieved rate-payers of the Cossijmre-t^hilimre and Onrden 
Reach areas. But I think I owe it to the (%>r|Kiration of Calcutta 
and the rate-payers of Calcuttu whom I have the honour to iwpresent 
in the Corporation, to say that it is not due to any negligence on the 
part of the Corporation that the j>eople of Cc»ssipi»r«-Chitpore or (larden 
Reach have been suffering, but it is due to the defect in the Act itself. 
The Act is known as the Calcutta Municipal Act, No. 11 of l^; and 
by aection 7 of that Act a graduated scale of rates was provided for 
theaa added areas. The Calcutta fVrporation tocdc competent le^l 
opinion about the interpretation of that section and the legal opinion 
wna that relief could be given under that section to the whole of the 
areas concernad and not to individual cases. Bo the Act itself was 
delsetive and the Chief Executive Officer bad no other alternative but 
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la foly on Hit power of revision under section 46 of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act. The result was that relief could not be given which 
the Corporation wished to do. So the real defect was in the machinery 
which was provided for by the Government and no blame was due to 
the Corporation. Within the last six years the Corporation of 
Calcutta, 1 understand, has spent nearly Bs. 45 lakhs for these added 
areas for water-supply. I am not in a position to say how much of this 
amount was provided for the water-supply of Garden Beach and how 
much for the Cossipore-Chitpore; but the Corporation has committed 
itself to the expenditure of Bs. 46 lakhs and there are other expendi- 
tures also. All these have got to be adjusted before the separation of 
CossifKjre-Chitpore or Garden Beach is possible or can be thought of, 
but some relief has got to be given to the suffering rate-payers. Sir, 
1 })ersouaIly visited these areas. They are no better and I should say 
woise than most of the villages in Bengal. There can be no justifica- 
tion for levying Bs. 19 J |»er cent, tax — a rate payable by the people 
residing in Chowringhee quarter or by the people getting the benefit 
in the Butubtizur urea. But I hope that without separation some 
relief may l>e possible. We must not forget that Calcutta is expand- 
ing and the expansion of Calcutta should l>e our primary consideration. 
However much we may be willing to give relief to the suffering rate- 
payers of Garden Betich and Cossipore-Chitpore. we must not forget 
that we have got to anticipate the expansion of Calcutta. We cannot 
afford to wait till we are actually faced with the problem. The South 
Sulnirban municipal nieu, Blmwunipur, was added to Cub’utta in the 
year 1888. Going thiough the old proceedings I find that there was a 
great pndest at the time, and I should say, great lamentation.s from 
the people of this area. But it yt»u ask the successors in interest of 
the rate-payers of the Suburban municipality they will tell us that 
their forefathers were not wist* as they had derived ample benefit from 
this umulgnination. There are problems like drainage and water- 
auppl.v which it is not possible for a small municipality to take up 
and if they want to come up to the level of Calcutta, these areas 
must come under the (^ilcutta Corjyoration ; otherwise the |>eople of 
these areas oottiot hope to attain that level of improvement. I do 
not object to the reference of this Bill to the Select Committee. My 
friend, the Uon’ble Kumar Shib Sekhareswar Bay, has said that he 
raniiot agree to the Select Committee, as we cannot appoint a special 
committee with this Bill hanging. I think that for the settl^mient 
or adjustment of these grievances, a sj>ecial committee may be appoint- 
ed* while this Bill may also be referred to the Select Committee, as 
moved by the menilier in charge of this Bill. 

Mlltfvi ABUL BAiBMl Sir, I congratulate the Hon*ble Minister 
tn charge of the T^al Self-Government Department on the eloquent 
t[>eech with which he has opposed the reference of this Bill to Select 
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Com|nittoe and I admire more the diplomacy he has shown in thb 
matlnif# He has begun, as is usual 'with Government members, that 
be bti lull sympathy with the residents of Garden Reach and Cossipore* 
Chitpore and that Government are pre[)ared to do everything that lies 
in their power to help them. At the present moment the only way 
that Government can help them is that they are prepared to appoint 
the committee to enquire into the matter and to report to the Govern- 
ment for their consideration. I have found, Sir, that like some patent 
little pills a committee in the Government offices is a remetly for all 
evils which may arise from whatever causes, and the Hon ‘hie Kumar 
has provided another pill for the remedy of these jieople. We have 
been told, ^>ir. and it is admitted by Government, that the }»eople of 
Garden Reach and of Cossipore-Chitpore, the added areas, are suffer- 
ing, and that an injustice is being done to them, but that there is a 
difficulty in doing justice because there are commitments of the 
Calcutta Cor{)oratiou which have to be taken into consideration and 
there are also other considerations ns capitalists may have invested 
their money for the improvement of these areas. I think, Sir, that we 
should respect the commitments of the Calcutta Corjwration as we do 
not like that they should suffer. But I do not see why we should not 
charge them for their neglect of duty in regard to these areas. We 
have been told by my young friend, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy, 
that the Calcutta (^)r})oration are not responsible for the miseries of 
the j>eoi)lp of Garden Reach and of Cossipore-Chitpore. I cannot say, 
Sir, who is resjwmsible, hut T know this much that the people of these 
added areas have suffered miseries and have been losers since the 
amalgamation of these areas with the Calcutta Corporntioii. W’e are 
told, Sir, that in future some fifty or hundred years hence when 
these areas will improve — our successors will realise the benefit of 
having been connected with a big Corporation like the ('alcutta C^irpo- 
ration. We have been told again and again that it is a great 
advantage to live under the shadow of a great city, the second city in 
the Empire, and, therefore, it is a privilege which we should not 
easily forego. If I am starving in the streets of Calcutta it does not 
help me to know that I am related to the Csar of all the Russias, ns 
the question is how 1 live and not how well I am connected or how well 
1 iiiii related. I found it to my misfortune and to my regret that 
policy of the Government and of a large section of my countrymen 
too has been to pay the greatest attention to the city of Calcutta, 
its improvement and its prosperitj’, and the jKior cultivators and tax- 
payers of Bengal have to pay for the improvement of the city of 
Calcutta. So far as the people of these two small areas are concerned, 
they are quite prepared to forego the honour, the privilege and the 
dii^ity of being associated with the great Corporation of Calcutta and 
to live in their hntnhle way as they did before. My friend has said 
that he has personally visited these arees and found that they are 
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worn tkan Bengal villages, that is to say unfortnnat^y moat of tke 
llengui villages are in a miserable condition; and whyf Beoanae of 
tbe neglect on the part of Government. These tMbd areas, via., 
OHMiipore-Chitpore and Garden Beach, are even worse than the poor 
Bengal villages. I appeal to the members of this Hoiise---and it is nse- 
ie«iit to appeal to the Government — to carry this motion of refmring the 
Bill to the Select Committee, because that would mean that we accept 
the proposal for the separation of these added areas from Calcutta. 1 
wish my friend, the member in charge of this Bill had taken up this 
Bill at once for consideration without delaying it by referring it to 
SelfH't Ooiiiiiiittee, but as he has moved for referring it to Select Com- 
mittee, I hope the House will strongly support the motion and thereby 
continn the opinion that we are for the separation of these areas from 
the (/’alcutta Cor|K)ration. With these few words I hope end trust that 
this motion will be carried. 

3-16 p.in. 

Mft W* H* THOMPSONS Mr. President: Sir, speaking on 
l»elja|f of the Euroi>eun group iu this House, may I say that this group 
{»p{iose this motion unci object to the principle of this Bill as being 
retixigrade. I admit, Sir, that there are backwaters in Cossipore- 
(’hitfK)re wbicdi the fairy wand of the Swarajist Corporation has not 
lieeii able to turn into lotus {K)iids. 1 admit. Sir, that there are corners 
in Garden Beach w'here one does not smell only the cherry blossom. 
But, Sir, it is not true that nothing hag lieeii done by the Corporation 
for these areas. Only yesterday morning I had occasion to gc» through 
to the other end of the Manicktolla Main Hoad. It i.H not in either 
of these two added areas but it is in one of the added areas. I had not 
been there for 3 years, I was astonished to find that there was a 
l»eifectly gfMid tiirmucaduiu road decently lighted right through to the 
canal and it is so in other added areas. In the matter of roads, in 
the matter nt lighting much has Wn done by the Corporation : in 
the matter of water-supply and drainage there is not much to show*. 
But I would ivmind you. Sir. that even we, iu Calcutta, are still 
waiting for our pew .supply waiting most of us with our taps turned 
cm to make sure that w e each w aste our fair share of it when it does 
come. Much has. however, been planned and a good deal has been 
spent. The water-supply scheme has been revised, the siie of the 
pi)>e altered s^wcdfically in order to include the added area. 

For c<»niforts. such as Mr. Bijoy Prasad 8tngh Boy has mentioned, 
to the mte-)Hiyers of these added areas may I point to the last addi- 
tion which was made previous to this one to the city of Calcutta. It 
is not many years ago since the area in the north of the town between 
Fpper Circular Boad and the canal was added to Calcutta and I do 
not think that one can point to any spot in Calcutta where them has 
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be«a greater transfonnation than the area through which Raja 
Dwinendra Street runs, and remember that that was not due to the 
Impiwement Trust. Raja Dwinendra Street was a Corporation 
scheme. The Corporation did what it could for this last added area 
and the result is now showing. It is doing what it can for the area 
which has been so recently added to it. But, Sir, I beg you not to 
consider the matter only from the very small point of view of the 
position of the local rate-payers, but to consider it from a wider 
point of view. Mr. O’Malley who did the census of 1911 wrote very 
strongly on the subjec't and the figures of the census of 1921 and the 
vital statistics of subsequent i>eriods, the intervening decade and the 
present are, have lK>rne out what he said. The various health officers 
from time to time have said the same thing. You cannot secure the 
well being of ralcntta, the second city in the Empire, by thinking 
f.nly of the city itself. The city depends so much ujKm its surround- 
ings. The health of Calcutta is not safe when it is surrounded by 
undrained and insanitary suburbs which are not within the control 
of a central authority, plague sjwts from which disease will spread 
and poison the heart of the city. The birth and the spread of such 
disease may be stopjied if the whole is under one authority. It is a 
world-wide tendency, which renpjMxars in every country, the large 
cities claiming a voice in the administration of their suburbs. at 

the present jnrisdi<*tion of the liondon County Council or the sise of 
the city of Birmingham. Tx>ok at the spread of greater Berlin. 
Vienna, Paris. And if we are not to go backwards we must follow 
up the same road. We. in this group, have all sympathy with the 
local rate-payers. There came U|Mm the rate-payers at the same time 
a revaluation and an enhancement of rates. That is their trouble. 
The revaluation put up the basis of assessment and on top of that the 
rates were increased. At the time of the preparation of the Act of 
192f3 that was foreseen and as Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy has pointed 
out, section 7 of Act 11 T think I am right of 1924, provided that 
the Corporation should have authority, when fixing the consolidaliHl 
rate, to fix a different rate for the added areas from the rate fixed 
for Calcutta. It was a quibble on the j^art of the (orjairation to say 
that the Act having lieen drafted in the manner in which was 
done it enable<l them to give no relief. Even if it was true tbot 
they could give no relief te a part of the area without giving it to 
the whole then it was fairly a case for giving some relief at least to 
the whole. I aubmit, Hir, that in ibis matter OoTemment has been 
in default. It was the Government and this House who placed 
theae auburhe under Calcutta. It was the (iovemment that foresaw 
that theie might be bardahip. It ia the Oovemment which made no 
attempt to secure that their hardship should be relieved. After the 
of Br. Suhrawardy'i I would mk the Hon’ble Meml^ 
In ebarie of this depertment whether Government made a definite 
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•ppmcli to the Corporation to nee section 7 to give lali^ to the rate* 
payers. 1 know what the answer will be and that being the case 
1 maintain that it was the duty of Government then as it ia the duty 
of Government now to introduce a Bill to extend the period of section 7 
for such further period as may be required and further to take powers 
to order that the rates shall be reduced in the added area or part of 
the added area as it may think fit. I submit that it was too much to 
«x|)ect of a popularly elected Corporation that it would do this thing. 

I.Ast of all before I sit down may I appeal to you, Sir, and to the 
liberols in this House to remember that the Calcutta Municipal Act 
was the last piece of w’ork and perhaps the best piece of work of the 
late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea. Do not tear it to pieces out of 
sympathy— misplaced sympathy— with the selfish shortsightedness of 
a few. 

fITEMDRALAL BANNERfEEt Sir, one argument employed 
by Mr. Thoiiipson seemed to me to be very cruel — perhaps unconscious* 
ly cruel in its implications and inappositeness. Mr. Thompson said: 
Ix)ok at Calcutta, Calcutta must expand, Calcutta must grow and 
Calcutta must become greater day by day. You must focus all atten* 
tiofi to ('nlcutta only when you are talking of improving the suburbs. 
We have no objiMtion to the expansion of Calcutta but why should it 
expand at the expense of Garden Reach? If it is to expand why 
should the ex|M»nMe lie borne by the rate*puyers of the Cossipore-Chit* 
[Hire ond the Garden Reach niuiiiripalities when you deny them the 
amenities which are enjoyed by the people of Calcutta? I^et the 
Calcutto iteople set up Improvement Trusts for its expansion and let 
the rich i»eopIe enjoy greater amenities while they are prepared to pay 
much higher rates. 

Another argument was employed by the last s{)eaker— an argument 
with which he concluded his s|>eech. That argument seemed also to 
he rather inappnijirinte. He apjiealed to the memory of the late Sir 
Surendra Nath Banerjea. Sir, so far as the inclusion of Garden 
Reach is conceiwed, I may say that that inclusion was carried out in 
the teeth of op|>ositiou by the late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea. Sir, 
if we exclude Garden Reach to-day we shall be carrying out the 
intentions of the late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea and we tbali be 
honouring the memory of the late Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea and 
those who would still adhere to the policy, and not we, who would be 
insulting his memory. 

Ferhairs 1 will make the debates simpler if I were to say at the out* 
set — and I have the full permission of the mover of the Bill to say m — 
that if this Bill is sent up to a Select Committee we shall be pfupaved 
to comnder the queataon of omitting Cossipore-CSutpoie tnm tha acop# 
of the Bill. If the European group were prepar^ to treat our eoao 
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8yiii||^^etll|r w« would «l»o placuU ihoir prejudiiw by txeludinft 
Kinf Ooorgo'i Docks area from the acope of the Bill but ao far aa thia 
ia coiMinied the propoeition does no longer hold good. The Enropeaa 
has shown its sympathy so far as the main resolution is con- 
cerned# The Hon^ble Minister was also profuse in hts expression of 
sympathy but he has taken a very curious way of expressing hie 
sympathy by opposing such a rery simple proposal of referring the- 
Bill to a Select Committee. They smothered us with a group of 
words— with a mass of verbiage. The Hon’ble Minister has said that 
complications have set in but he was careful not to specify wbat the 
complications were and what the new difficulties might be. He baa 
uttered something vague. So far as Garden Reach is concerned there- 
has been no commitments on the part of the C\>rporation. The case 
for Garden Reach lies in u nutshell. Sir, we have been amalgamated 
six years since. Our total collection has been raised from Rs. 2,00,000 
to Rs. 6,00,000. Gur assessment has Ijeeii raised 300 per cent., and 
in return for all this what have we gotP Not one single amenity— no* 
arrangement for lighting, no arrangement for supplying water, ncr 
arrangement for the improvement of sanitation— nothing of thr 
ordinary amenities which Calcutta enjoys and for which life seemw 
worth living. 1 do not know how many of us have visited Gardetr 
Reach area. I have been through the whole of that purgatory tho 
entire 4^ miles of Garden Reach. Sir, I have visited many of the 
villages of Burdwan and of Hooghly and 1 can say that there is noth- 
ing in the interior of Bengal which can compare in ])oint of sordid- 
ness, in point of every discomfort which can compare with the interior 
of Garden Rea<‘h. That is what the ('alcutta Munici]Mility with alf 
its eomniitinents has done for us. It is the Calcutta Municipality 
which is crushing us with its increased taxation and this is what it 
has done for us. We say let us lie relieved of Calcutta. There is not 
one of us who will supfiort the inclusion of Garden Keach. I do not 
understand what grounds there can he for op{K>sing this very simple' 
measure. After all who are the parties}* (Government has nothing 
to locute; Government did not want the inclusion of this municipality 
at all. It was carried by a duke -40 voting for inclusion and 4D 
voting against it and it was [Kiinted out to the President alter tba 
Division was over that this tie was due to a mistake. 

3-66 p.ra. 

The Government ought to have remained in a position of absolutir 
neutrality in this matter. Who are the other parties that can potstbly 
have any hostile interest f Take for instance the Calcutta C^orpofa* 
tiott. We do not know that the Calcutta CWporation will be incurably 
boatile to the exclusion. The Corporation have not cared to favour 
«• with their views yet. We have been told that they are coniidering 
the qnestiiNi. They have been conasderiiif the question for many 



m 


NOlf-OFFICIAL BILLS. 


[7th Fib. 


isonibii and they may go on considering tbe question for many montlis to 
come; that is their business. That, however, shows the expedition 
in their despatch of business. But from what I have been able to 
gather from members of the Calcutta Corporation it seems that they 
ore not opposed to the exclusion of Garden Reach from the jurisdiction 
of the (Calcutta Municipality. The Corporation profess that they have 
no interest in the matter. On the other hand, the people of Garden 
Bench pi-ew* for the exclusion of the municipality from Calcutta. 

In these circumstances I do not understand for whose benefit 
Hoii'lile the popular Minister spoke when he opposed the motion. 
With these words 1 support the motion of my learned friend. 

Mr. H. t. SUHRAWARDYS Sir, before I l>egin I must apologise 
to the Hon ’hie Minister and the European group for lowering the high 
standard of the debate set by Mr. Thompson and supporting the 
motion for reference of the Bill to a Select Committee. Not even the 
teiiifitation of not being considered low and getting the commendation 
of Mr. Tliorupsoti us a person endowed with high and noble thoughts 
like himself, has succeeded in making me alter my view, and T trust 
that the House will yield to the demands of that low but vast majority 
of |ieople who uiv nffe<’ted by the provisions of this Bill. T am aware 
of t'ertaiii bodies, certain high*soiiled bodies — chiefly T think the 
Bengal (’hoinlier of Coinmen’e, whose interests happen not to l)e 
affec'ted in any way by this Bill wdio have given their opinion against 
the separation of Garden Reach and Cossipore and Chitpore from 
Cuh uttn; hut if one considers the feelings of those who are radically 
interested in the Bill and weighs the i-elative value of the opinions. I 
think that the TTon’ble Minister as a popular representative of the 
IMHiple cannot hut ac(‘ede to the wdshes of the vast maj»»rity. Meetings 
after mwtings Cf the public have lieen held Isith in Garden Reach as 
well as in rossifwrv-tMutiiore, and the people there have demanded in no 
un<‘ertnin vfoce that there should W separation. The Calcutta 
C\irporatiuu appointed a sulM^ommittee some considerable time ago 
for the purpmie oi considering all the various factors and problems 
which the sepamtion may entail. 1 understand that meetings of ihe 
sulwommittee were held, several questions were asked, much informa* 
tion gathered, but up till now there is no definite report. Neverthe- 
less, ne are aware that the representatives of the added areas have 
n^eived most decifled inandatae for separation and are practically all 
of them in favour of it. In fact all that they are concerned with is to 
work out the details. I do not think that there will be much difliculty 
in dealing with the proldems of financial adjustment if-~«nd it is a 
vary large if — the Calctutta Corporation bas spent more iiioiiey on tbaae 
added areas than it has derived in taxes from them — a fact which the 
mambert ftfim the added areas strenuously deny. At a mattar of fact 
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if th»4^eutta Corporation has given to Garden Reach one tanuaoadam 
roadp ft hM earned from it sufficient to give five such roods to it bnt 
if tbs Calcutta Corporation has actually spent more money than it has 
received, this can remain as a charge upon the municipalities after 
their aeoession. If the Calcutta Municipality has spent money or 
has entered into contracts in order to give them water* then the nddetl 
aieas will be glad to purchase the water from the Corporation m as 
to recoup it for its expenditure. Amalgamation with the Corporation 
has brought no advantages to these areas. While on the one hand 
their taxes have increased by leaps and hounds, while in their inter- 
mediate assessments they have been practically ruined, while their 
goods and chattels have been dragged from their homes to pay for 
municipal taxes, while they have to pay for more ex|»ensive mnnicipal 
servants, their wants have in no way lieen met. The areas remain 
almost as devoid of those municipal amenities which they are entiiM to 
expect particularly in view of thl* added burden. Garden Reach in 
particular, as any one can see for himself if he takes the trouble to go 
to that locality, instead of wandering aliout in Manicktolla is in gteat 
part nothing else but paddy land ; and where it is not paddy lend it is 
made up of thatched huts, slimy tanks, and narrow and dangenms and 
6lipper>' pathways between these tanks. There is no light, no con- 
servancy, no filtered water, and there is al>fw>lutely no likelihood of 
any improvement within a reasonable time. As a mutter of fart 
though they have felt the burden of heavier taxes, they may as well 
have lived separated from Cab'utta as form a part of it, for all the 
advantage^ that they have enjoyed. Then again, there is one as}>ect of 
this question which must not l>e forgotten. Before we deprive any 
self-governing institution of its autonomous nature, we ought to have 
grave reasons for doing so. Formerly the iioorer people of these ha-al- 
ities could have npproarheil influential |»eople of their area if they 
wanted some work done or representation made to the authorities, the 
work was done without much lolKuir. hardship or expense. Formerly 
there w^ere a larger nunil>er of jMNiple taking part and interest in the 
adtii in ist ration of these areas, and this obviously led to that lalucation 
in self-governing institution that seems to form so fundamental a part 
of the prescribed test for natiotuil advance tf>-day. Now if any one 
is in difficulties he has to travel far and wide towards the municipal 
buildings, where he is lost in the maxes of its various offices, and has 
to gratify the demands of innumerable oflicers before he can get 
redreoa. To-day interest in the administration of the areas is limited 
to a few representatives who on account of the paucity of their numbers 
are unable to serve their constituency properly and. I think. Mr. Btjoy 
Fraaed Btngh Roy will agree with roe, whose voice and demands are 
loet in the vast majority which represents original Calcutta. And then 
when one reroemhert that it was by a fortuitous combination of eir* 
enmatnnees only that these areas were added and that they were 
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ddlnitely excluded in the original echeme when tlM of 1923 wae 
being forged, that it wae only by a bare majority or indeed by a mistahe 
on the part of the Minister that these areas came to be added, the 
rase for separation is almost overwhelming. Such being the condition 
of things I believe there is a very fair case for reference to the sub- 
committee. If the problem can be solved in any other way than that 
of separation, such as by statutory reduction of taxes, although indeed 
this will only palliate one of the many evils, if the sub-committee is 
of opinion that it need not go the whole length of the Bill it can so 
lecommend it and mould it, but it will be grossly unfair, grossly 
autocratic and high-handed if it was thrown out at this stage, and 
was not accorded a proper consideration of it by a committee of this 
House. 

Mr. d. OAMPBiLL FORRISTERS Mr. President, Sir, this debate 
takes roe back two years ago, w’^hen the leader of a great party, who is 
not here to-day, and who is also the Mayor of the city, was present 
here. TTnfortunately on that occasion he allowed his party feelings 
to sw’ay him against the interests of this great city, with the result 
that at the meeting of the Corporation held immediately after the 
meeting of the Council, there w^as si’arcely n member of the Corpora- 
tion who did not attack him and put serious questions to him about 
his conduct. Well, Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy has mentioned that a special 
committee sat and nothing was done. I^et me call his attention to the 
following. 

A special committee of the Corporation recommended in 1918 the 
inclusion of ('’oMipore-Chitpore on the following among other 
grounds — 

(/) that Cossipore-C hit pore is virtually a part and parcel of 
Calcutta and resembles the city in its characteristic features, 
the portion Iwtween Barrackpore Trunk Road and the river 
Wing only an elongation of the city; 

<;?) that the previous municipal boundary at the Circular Canal 
was purely artificial ; 

( 3 ) that Cossipore-Chitpore was not a purely residential area which 
could he left to take care of itself hut was practically a 
trading and commercial area of Calcutta and was in con- 
stant and fn:)ntinuous contact with the city; 

(/) that with its undrained character it was a menaca to the 
city; and 

(3) that the resources of the local munioipaUty and its powm 
under the Bengal Municipal Act were too limitod to enable 
it effectively to improve the area and keep it on a lev^ 
with Calcutta. 
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^niim oomidmtiottt liold good to«d«y. 

Ai regards Oerden Beacli, its inolasioli was tfreod to by the 
Coai^il mainly because of tbe Bocks. It would be inconrenient in 
pradieal working that tbe major portion of the Docks shoald be 
under one municipality and the extension under another. If the 
Docks were excluded from Garden Reach the rest of the area would 
hardly be able to subsist by itself. 

As regards receipts and expenditure in the case of Cossipore* 
Chitpore, the Corporation realised Rs. 7,26,000 in 1026»2T. 
Rs. 7,34,000 in 1927-28 and Rs. 7,81,000 in 1928-29. A complete 
account of the expenditure incurred is unfortunately not available as 
the overhead charges (e.g., general administration, the cost of the 
centralised departments and the cost of water supplied, etc.) cannot 
be allocated. But even as the figures stand it is seen that the expendi- 
ture in 1927-28 was Rs. 7.01,000 and in 19^29 Rs. 7,29,000. 

Now, Sir, Mr. J. L. Bnnnerjee has said Calcutta must expand but 
not at the cost of Garden Reach. I^et us see what the actual facts 
about Garden Reach are. In the case of Garden Reach the receipts 
have ranged between Rs. 8,45,000 and Rs. 8,49,000 during the last 
three years. The expenditure excluding the cost of water, general 
adniicistration, loan charges and other items swallowed up the whole 
of the receipts in 1927-28. The total demand for consoHdated rate in 
1928-29 in Garden Reach was about Rs. 8.10,000 out of which 
Rs. 2,95,(KK» was paid in respect of premises used for commercial 
and industrial purjH)ses. The amount payable by the other residents 
was only Rs. 21,000. The plea, therefore, of the severity of the 
Corporation assessment falls to the ground. 

8-45 p.m. 

If it presses with severity in a tew cases they could lie met by reduc- 
tions under special powers. 

As regards iinprot'ement works, immediately the old Council decided 
to amalgamate these areas, the Corporation expanded the water-supply 
extension scheme at an estimated additional of Rs. 45 lakhs. This 
was mainly for enlarging the pumping plant at Pulta and Tallah, for 
increafliug the filter beds, enlarging the settling tanks at Pulta, 
enlarging the reservoir at Tallah, increasing the siae of the main from 
Pulta to Tallah and various other measures. This additional expendi- 
ture which the city had to incur must be allocated and I understand 
that the share of Cosaipore-Chitpore will amount to about Rs. 10 lakhs 
mid Uiat of Garden Reach to about Rs. 16 lakhs. A new main to 
Oerden Beach is in course of being laid. Tbe cost of the scheme will 
be between Rs. 6 and Rs. 7 lakhs. In addition to thii, tbe Corpora- 
tiim have eanctsoned a distribution acheme for Cossipore-Chitpore and 
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BDotber for Garden Rea< h at a cost of nearly Ki. 17 lakbs. They have 
al>to undeiiaken the survey of Garden Reach as a preliminary to 
pre<M'rihi njc alijfninents of roads, etc., and the survey will cc^it about a 
lakh of ru|>ees. Within a year or two of Garden Reach coming to 
( alcutta, the Corporation installed electric lights there at a cost of 
nearly Rs. 5(>,fl00. 

In addition to these, small iiiipiovemeiits of a permanent nature 
have been done out of revenue in these areas, the expenditure in 
)92(>-27 Wing Ks. 53, (MK) in Cossipore-Chitpore and in 1927-28 
Its. a3,fKX). 

The Corporation have also made special arrangements to supply 
hlteied water by means of lorries and carts and have been employing a 
water Wat to supply water to tanks on the river side in Garden Beach. 
These arrangements alone, 1 understand, entailed an annual expendi> 
ture of nearly a lakh of rupees. 

It is as well that these facts should be borne in mind when people 
talk of the sbortc*c)jiiing'< of the Ccerporatiou. Things cannot W 
unproved in a day. I'he pace might have Wn made more rapid but 
it take.s time to get a move on in the Corporation; and besides, the last 
2 or 3 years the (’orporation have had special diffic’ulties in connection 
with loan which has served as a handicap in the matter of execution 
of improvement works out of revenue. Rut, Sir, I have said enough 
to prove to you that if Calcutta expands, it does certainly not at the 
cost of Garden Reach or ('tissipore-Chitpore. I have also said enough 
t4» prove to this House that the Cor{)oration with all its difBculties is 
doing good work, and it would certainly W hampered, if at the present 
moment the Rill W passed, as the <juestion of the revision of the rates 
and assessments have got to W completed. I hope, Sir, that the House 
will show its commonsense by refusing to send this Rill to the Select 
(’ominittee. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Sir, the cry of the separation of these adde<? 
areas is as old as the history of their inclusicm. From the time when 
these areas were added, the people of these places began to take excep- 
tion to the whota arrangement and were ciydng for aeparation. If J 
remember aright, it was Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri, who 0rst 
brought in a Bill in this House to have the added areas ae{>arated, but 
somehow or other the Rill was shelved. Subsequently a Bill waa 
intmluced by Dr. Abdulla Suhrawardy and it waa peased, hut the 
assent of His Excellency the Governor was not given to it and it did 
not 0nd a place in the Statute hook. Those. Indians who may have 
lived amongst the fieople of Garden Reach and Cossipore-Chiiimte and 
other added areas know how keenly the people are feeliiig the piadb 
of the taxation and it is a fact that they are not getting the advantages 
for which they are paying. The condition of these areas u raally 
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iiorJ|l|M* * Councillor of Um Cnlcutta Corporttifni 1 bod torornl 
occniilMit to riflit many placet in tbeae added aroae and f am asbamed 
to cOideM that tbe condition of tbei*e areas is worse than any place for 
tbe abode of human beings that we can think of. Now the question 
is whether by a l^islatiTe measure this Council should send these areas 
out of the Calcutta Corporation. There are various difficulties in the 
way which have been sufficiently enumerated by the previous speakers. 
But the debate here has taken a distinct turn. I hud that all the 
Indian members in this House, without any ex«^ption, think that the 
people of these areas are not being fairly treated. But Mr. Thompson 
in his speech on behalf of the European group thinks that the added 
areas should remain incinded within the Calcutta Corpt)ratiott for the 
purpose of the development of Calcutta. He has spoken about the 
County Ouncil of liondon — I have no experience of that. But. Sir, 
the greatest defect of the people of the ruling race is that they want 
to import everything English top to Iwitom to the Indian soil. It i« 
for Mr. Thompson to realise that Calcutta is Calcutta and will never 
l*e Ixindoii. As I shall never acquire the colour of Mr. Thompson in 
toy life, HO it is useless to talk what a County (^oiincil in liOiidoii is 
d<»iiig. I thoroughly admit that Calcutta requires expansion and it 
may l)e ne<*es.Harv that the eiicitjachment should l>e <m the south and 
north l*e<‘HUse on the west there is a river and on the east there is ti 
canal. But it will have to l)e taken into consideration whether the 
j)eople of these areas are capalde of l>earing the burden for the develop- 
meat of ('ulcuttn. In the Calcutta (^ir|Kirntioii itself the representa- 
tives of these areas Mr, I^iiHudowllu, Bahu Jatirindriya Nath Basu, ami 
othei'H have on iiinumerahle tMcasionH raised their voices against the 
imlusiuii of these areas. The case has lieeii practically e«tal»Iishe<l. 
whether you ugi*ee or not. I thoroughly agree with Mr. Thonipiam 
alien he charges the (fovenuiient with negligence. This matter was 
brought liefore this House by Hai Harendra Nath (*haudhuri in 
192-1. Suln*e(tuently a Bill was passed and the (lovernnr did not think 
it advisable to give bis assent to it. But what the (fovemment had 
been doing since? There was a case before them. A rommillee has 
now lieen proposed by the Hon’ble Minister, but why this was not 
thought of three or four years ago and what was the (bivernroent doing 
That some relief is necessary is admitted by all, but the question is 
what the nature of that relief should be. This *Bill proposes to have 
these areas separated. It may be, Sir, as the Hon'ble Minister has 
•aid, that a committee of experts may tnd a via media. I agree to 
that. 1 think the OovemnMmt has done a great wrong in sitting over 
the whole thing. 1 have every sympathy with the measure that has 
been inttndnced, and as the mover has kindly included my name 
amongst the members of the Select Committee, I can amre the House 
that 1 will serve if the motion is enrried. Bui what haa been striking 
me for the la«t few momenta is that here is a popular Mintittr who is 
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«)(aipatlMtie and wko faeb tiurt tiw paopU of tlw odM l«k*o got 

tiMir grierAncei and who it ftniiuitly annkmi to do . Tkt 

iaot thonid not be forftottea that the Calontta Ckirpotai^ott hat not 
irivtn lit opinion and I thoronghly agree with mj liiond Mr. J. L. 
Btnnerjee that the Calcntta Corporation will nori^ tmd iit opinion 
becaiite it it bnty with other important mattert, domettic atfairt — I 
need not mention what they are. But, Sir, any way wheti^r ^y are 
willing to gire their opinion or not, their opinion mutt be obtained; 
the Improvement Trust mast be consulted; the Port Commissioners 
ehall have to be consulted; and there are varions other interests to be 
consulted. We must also look to the people themselves. There are 
4>ther corporate bodies whose opinions must also be obtained. As the 
popular Minister, who has assumed charge of hia office only recently, 
has very honestly made an appeal to the House to give him an 
opportunity to have the whole question examined by an expert com- 
mittee*, 1 think he bos mode out a good case for staying our hands just 
now. I want to make it perfectly clear that I am in sympathy with 
the Bill; but in view of the gesture that has been given by the new 
Minister I feel that we ought to give him an opportunity provided that 
he assures us that he will not acf|uire the usual Secretariat habit and 
sleep over the file, leaving everything to Mr. Gurner and others of hif» 
office. He must be up and doing; he must take the whole question 
immediately and see what can lie done to redress the grievances either 
by legislation or by an amendment of some sections of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act — if that assurance comes I think we may wait. The 
harden Reach came within the Corporation in 1924. We have waited 
for five years and I think we can surely give the Minister a chance 
and if he does not do anything and relapses into the Secretariat habit, 
we can go on with our own measure. From this point of view, I am 
inclined to appeal to my friend Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed to wait 
and give an opportunity to the Minister to do something. There is 
another view in this matter. I do not want to go into details. For 
the last few years for some reason or other we have not given the 
Ministers any chance for doing anything. We have given them 
ahsolulaly no chance of doing constructive work. I, iherefoiw, think 
that wheh tha Hon ’hie Kumar has undertaken to do something, we 
ought to give him a chance. The preeent Council has got rid of its 
past character — and ^wt ought to aee whether the promiae made by the 
Hoii*ble Minister is fulfilled and he really deeervea the name of a 
popular representative. With these few words I would appeal to 
Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed not to press hia motion. 


Hr. Ot W. OURSISt Sir. w it i« littb dmtbthd «t Uw ^«wnt 
•tef* wh»tli»r tib Hon’U* SinirtM' will Imv* riglit of Iw 

'kai mM m« to rite to noot tho poiati faiiod I7 Mr. Oidu. and to 
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Mlif« tli« Houm that it is his most gteauiaa and aarnast dastra to 
apfpoiiit a cotnmittaa and to pay parsonal atlaniion to tha working of 
that committee, about which Mr. Guha seems to he a little nervous. 
I may assure him that the committee will be immediately app«>inted 
and will prw'eed to work immediately. I should like, however, to 
take this opportunity of saying just a few words about the differem'e 
between an administrative committee and a Selw t I'ummittee, uUiut 
which there is a certain amount of confusion on the other side o( the 
House. Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee sujrjcestwl that a Seleit (\>mmittee 
might by a wave of the hand sweep Chitpore-Cossipore or Garden 
Reach out of the Bill. That is a thing a Select rmiiniittee cannot do; 
and l>efore you make an administratvie change like that, the whide 
question needs examining by an administrative committee, and that 
is what is proposed to be dont. 

4 p.m. 

Similarly, with lefeicmc to the jxiint raised hy Mr. Thom|wton alamt 
the intert>rctati(m of seition 7 and hi^ criticism of the inaction of 
Oovernmeiit, I want to say that it stn^ms that it i** «»ne of the 6r«t duties 
of (fovernincnt to examine whether, by making its interpretation 
clearer, the complaints wbnh at piesent exist can Ik* oveicoine, I 
un<b‘rstand the s|K»«'ial <’omnuttee of the ( alcuttu (’or|s>riit ion when 
considering the question did in fact recommend, hv wa\ ol meeting 
the complaints »»f (larden Beach, that the o|»Tation of wet ion 7 
should Ih* extendeil for another Itl years or ho. But this kind ot 
material must come lK*foie an administrutive ctuninittiH* lK*fore Govern- 
ment can Ik* in u position to legislate. Whether that is necessary t»r 
some less controversial measure Wiiuld meet the caw, the question 
would l>e a matter for an u«lministrative <*ominittist». 

One other word, and that is about the ('alrutta (’orjKiration. It 
surpriseil me verx* much that almost every s|»etiker belonging to the 
Calcutta Cor|K>ration, who had risen t»» discuss this Bill, should have 
aaid so little about the ('alculta (’orporat ion’s own jKiint of view. But 
I have taken this into consideration, and it dm*s wem to me renwnable 
to give them time to expn»ss their opinion, and we are in the diffIcuU 
position of having to come to a de<’ision on a question with which the 
Corporation are very vitally concerned without this. In the absence 
of the more energetic and ©hK(uent memliers of the C'orporatiou who 
were at one time memliers of this House, |>erha|>s 1 may mention one 
or two points as reganls the servic*es rendereil t€» Garden Beach by 
the Calcutta ( orporation hy way of replying to some of the sjieakers 
wbo have said that nothing has been done. There are two |iarticular 
activities extended to Garden Beach by the Calcutta Corp»>ration which 
Garden Reach has not acknowledged. Gnr of these is education. 
The Garden Reach Municipality spent about Bs. 3,000 on this; this 
year tha Calcutta Corporation propose to spend Rs. 22.000 on education 

S 
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i» Garden Reach. That something worth having. There is still 
another service, that is the maternity »er\*ice. That type of work was 
unknown in Garden Reach. I^st year the Calcutta Corporation spent 
Rs. 12,(KK) on maternity work in Garden Reach. These are merely 
two instances of the effe(‘t of belonging to a larger body which does 
confer material benefit. 

Mr. W. L. TRAVERfS Mr. Suhraw’ardy prefaced his speech with 
a s*»mewhat unnecessarily critical remark alnmt Mr. Thompson. He 
went on to descrilw? the dreadful c*ondition of affairs in the area 
about which the Iloune is now* debating. My recollection may be at 
fault, but I H(*em to rememlier that Mr. Suhrawardv was for a con- 
siderable fK*riod Deputy Mayor of the Calcutta Corporation, and I have 
no recollection whatever of any very drastic action taken by him, 
when in that office, to relieve the burden and anxiety of the people of 
Garden Reach. 

Mr, P, N. CUHA. The Deputy Mayor bus no udminintrative 
function. 

Mr, W. L. TRAVERS S Next, Mi. Guha in his s|>eech seemed to 
insinuate that the British group did not s\m|>athise with the i)oor 
rate-payers in (’ossijHue and this men. I hIiouM like ti> correct that 
impression immediately; we syin|sithise and symtsithise with them 
very much indeed. The whole (|uestion is one of a minority. Hi^w 
much, or how fur is that minority to suffer Wause of the re<|uirementa 
of that great majority which lives in the great city adjoining? That 
si»ems to Ik» really the crux of the whole jwsition here to-day. 

The <mly way out of the difficulty to my mind is a reduction of the 
rates, and a quick reduction at that. However, the Hon’ble Ministei 
has promised an en(|uiry. Might I sugge.st to the Hon’ble Minister 
that, in addition to the up|»ointment t»f this committee, he should 
guarantee and Government should guarantee to this Council that that 
enquiry' and the proimsals for a s^^ttlement of the difficulty should be 
plact*d l)efore this ('ouncil within a definite time, say within 3 months. 
If that could bt* the cast*, we shciuld like t<i reserve our judgment for 
that three months, and if at the end of the time the proposals do not 
seem to be adei{UHte, we shall then revise our decision. 

Mtuivi ABDUL KARIM I Sir, reference of the Bill to a Select 
Commit t«>e does nut mean passing the Bill. I think the Select 
Committee will take some time in considering the Bill and submitting 
their report. The Hon’ble Minister has said that he has hearty 
sympathy with whirt he calls the genuine grievances of Garden Beach. 
So if he wUl be pleased to take up the matter at once and appoint a 
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CoOiiiiittee, 1 think the matter may be amicably aettled. If, by the 
tine the Select Cominittee will consider the Bill, the Ooremnieiit ]iro> 
pnaala be forthcomingr and if they l>e aatiafactory, I believe the mover 
will be pleased to withdraw the Bill. If it were poasible to postpone 
the consideration of the Bill for a short time in onler to allow the 
Government to consider the matter through a committee and to cttme 
to a sati»factor>' settlement, I l»elieve that would have l>eeii the lM*st 
course. But 1 understand it is not possible under the rules to post- 
pone the Bill and it will have to he a'ithdniwn. I am afraid the 
mover cannot agree to withdraw it, liecause onc^ the Bill is withdrawn, 
it will be very dilBcuit to introduce it again. I think n similar proposal 
m*as brought forward some time ago, whirh shtiwe<l that the grievan<*es 
of the people of the adde<l ar<»as were admitted a long time agt». but 
unfortunately that pro|io*ia] was subset|uently dropjied. VVe cannot 
agree to post|K)ne the consideration of the Bill, us it is not jstssihle 
under the rules. I, thertdore, re<juest the H<»n'hle Minister to taka 
up the matter immetliately and to have it exaniineil hv a committee 
and to |»laec tlms** piofstHals Wftirc this Houm*. I Wlieve in this way 
the matter nniv 1 h* amicably settled. 

Mr. D. J. COHEN: 1 move that the cjuestion lie now put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I understand there are many memliers who ara 
anxious to sjn^ak «»n this nmtioii; it seems to \n* an important mutter. 

[At 4-15 p.m. the (%mncil was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembliMl at 4-25 jKm.] 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: Gn a |s»int of order, Sir. Befccre (he debate 
pro<’4*ed« further. Sir, I should like to have your ruling on one point. 
Supposing Muulvi Shumsiiddin Ahmed, the mover of the motion does 
not press his motion for a Select C<»mmittee, thereby giving an 
opportunity to Government to ap{K»int its own (’oraraittf*e which the 
lion'ble Minister has promised, what will lie the fate of the Bill; will 
it be killed? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is not a cjuestion of pressing or not pre^asing 
the motion. The mover of any motion for the matter of that, has the 
right to withdraw his motion, provided he has the leave of the House 
to do so. In this case, by withdrawing the motion referred to, with 
the permiasion of the House, he will not be killing the Bill outright. 

. 

Muilvi iYlO MMiO BAKiHs After carefully liatening to the 
debate relating to this Bill, I find that there ta hardly any difference 
between the view-point railed by the bcm*ble mover of the BiU aad 
the view-point rained by the Oovemment. Maulvi Skamfiid^n Abmad 
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wantii a committee. The Hon’ble Minister has also told us that he 
is in farour of a committee. 1 think a little imagmation on the part 
of the Hon’ble Minister will clarify the position. The Hon’ble 
Minister will be the President of the committee proposed by the mover 
of the motion. There he will be able to guide the committee in the 
right channel. Then I cannot understand why the Hon’hle Minister 
is so much in favour of a committee of his own as distinguished from 
the ci^mmittee iiroposed by my friend Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed. I 
do not think for a moment that it is a question of prestige with the 
Hon'ble Minister, because in his former days he was a champion of the 
popular cause. If there is any such feeling with him, I think we 
may bear with him, because we have seen him in his better days. I 
request the Hon’ble Minister that he will climb down a little. In 
the c(»mmittee itself he can dispute any point that may be objected 
to. All that we are concerned with is that the Bill should receive the 
consideration of a selected few so that after reviewing the situation 
(hey might come to a definite conclusion as to what should lie jdaced 
before this House. 


p.m. 

I, therefore, think that the motion which the hon^ble meml)er has 
brought l)efore the House is a modest and legitimate one. We have 
heard how the people of Garden Reach are suffering by laiying a tax 
of 300 |ier cent, more than they usetl to do before and getting nothing 
in return. In reply we are told that much capital is sunk into the 
cesspools of Garden Reach. I heard one speaker say that Garden 
Reach has the worst cess|M>ols in the world, or something to that effect. 
Much capital, we are told, has Ix^n sunk in Garden Reach and, there* 
fore, in the interests of those w^ho have done so it cannot be separated 
from the larg<»r ImhIv of the (’alcutta (’orp<»nition. It is a strange 
piece c.f b)gic 1 have ever beard. If Garden Reach cannot be improved 
the fault I'es with the ('orporatbn. Sir. it generally happens that 
when a paitidilar locality or body «»f jiersons cannot pull on well with 
the i»arent lady they me sepurutiMl and are nllowe<l to manage their 
own affairs and they generally pnw|)er and progress as a matter of 
c<iurse. If Garden Reach erauts to lie separated from the parent body 
of the Calcutta Corporation what earthly reason can there be to stand 
in their way. If the peo^de of Garden Reach do not want it why thrust 
it down their throats. 1.4*t them have local self-government and let 
them det'ide for themselves what form of local self-govenuneni they 
want and what amount of taxation they want to pay, according to their 
Capacity and the needs of the case. Why tack them behind the Calcutta 
Corporation wluch is an immense hody^ Those who are in favour 
of Garden Reach being kept with the Calcutta Corporation seem to 
forget that Garden Reach does not enjoy such amenitiee cl li^ aa ^ 
Calcutta people enjoy. 1 think that the members of the Corpotution 
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thmmthrn would not like it to be kept on if ib« cnee cvnnee befmw 
tkfii* liocel eeil*gOTeniinent Garden Renck muet knve but local eelf* 
foeirnment not in the way in which the Hon'ble Minieter euirgeete but 
in the way the peofde themeeWee want, 1 think that is the accepted 
principle of local self*|r<)Teniment, You cannot force thinire down our 
throats at the point of the bayonet and pass then on to our unwilling 
shoulders. It is taking away the eery benefits which the local sell- 
govemnent is ralculate<] io bestow. I think no case has lieen made 
out in favour of the proposal of the Hon*lde Minister. No argument 
is required on my part to impress up<in the House that after all is 
said and done the pe<»ple of (tardeii Reach must he left to themselves 
in this matter and 1 supjHiit the mover for referring this Rill to the 
Select Committee. 

tabu SANAT KUMAR RAY OHAUOHURIl 1 should like to siieak 
on this motion as other mcmliers of the t'oriKiration have s|M>ken on 
it. The main question raisinl is this. Whether certain areas in 
(yarilen Reach and certain areas in Cossipore-Chit]K)re ought to W ke{>i 
within the ( ulcuttu ('orisiratioii. 1 do not agice with Mr. Gtirner 
that the matter is one for an administrative commit(<H« and not for a 
Select Committee. The m(»tion is for the whole Rill to he deferred 
to a Select C'ommitt4*e which will couhider as to which ]S)rtion should 
W excluded from tin* o|ierati<m of the Rill and which {xtriioti should 
1 m‘ includtMl. This is one of the primary functions of a Sidect Committee 
and» Sir, speaking us n raemlwr of the Calcutta (\iriH»rution I can say 
this much that there are certain areas in Garden Reach which art» really 
not fit for iuclusion within the ('alcuttu Muiiicijiality liecaUfM^ the 
('alcuttu MunicifNility would not lie able to do much for them within 
the next 2t) years, 

Miltitri SHAMSUDOIN AHMiOs As has already been said the 
Bill which 1 brought before the House is prurtically the very same 
which was introduced in It was first brought forward by Rai 

Harendranath Choudhury, hut it was not moved. It was ugnin brought 
forward by Dr. Suhrawardy when it was pnsset! hut unfortunately the 
then Governor, Sir Hugh Stephenson, did not give his assent to it 
and so the Bill could not he pass<Mi into an Act. In 11127, Rai 
Harendranath Choudhury again brought forward this Bill.. 
Unfortunately, owing to the diss<ilution of the Council it lapsed. This 
time I have the honour to bring this Bill before the House. The 
Hon*ble Minister has said that Govemmeiit is not going to shirk iti 
reeponaihility. May I know, Sir, could not the Government 1m the 
laat 5 or 6 years when tke Bill was hanging fire before this (^onncilt 
take it into conaideraiion and introduce either a Select Committee or an 
administrative committee!* What precinded Government from doing 
ao? Now that the Bill is hefote the Honse and a motion for ita 
xalarenee to a Belert Committee moved I do not ttnderstnnd what reaaon 
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ba« led forward the Jlon'ble Minieter to say that tbe Bill aboiild be 
referred not to a Select Committee but to an adminiatrative committee. 
1 do not want to impute any »ort of motive to any one but I know this 
in one of the ways in which things are shelved. As my hon’bie friend 
Halm Jitendralal Bannerjee has said those who have visited Garden 
Keach and seen things for themselves could not but be impressed with 
the real i^osition of affairs. I quite agree with my hon’ble friend when 
he says that we will W <|uite willing to agree to the Select Committee 
leaving out the Cossip<»re-Chitpore area from the operation of the Bill 
and even some ^sirtioii <»f Garden Reach. I, of course, know the 
grievances of the f)eople of (larden Reach. I know that even some 
memliers of the House hud gone to see the area — many of whom I am 
sorry to say have since resigned — and I know that several of them said 
that they could never lielieve, seeing things for themselves, that 
within the Cor|K)ralion of Calcutta such stagnant i^sds and fiohns could 
exist. Instances have l)c*en cited almut Lcmdon. Mr. Thompson said 
that Cuhmtta wants Ut grow bigger. Calcutta may grow bigger, but 
1 know, Sir. and prtibahly I am right w^hen I say that in L<mdoii there 
arc altogether nlHiut 17 or 18 municipalities with different adminis- 
trative functions. 1 do not understand what hann there would l)e if Gar- 
den Reach is setHiiated from the Calcutta Muuici|M4lity. I cannot appre- 
ciate the stand{>oint of Government in this matter. At first when the 
Hill was brought before the House, Garden Reach and (^ossipore- 
(^hitf)ore were not imluded in it and a** has Usm |K)inted out hy my 
hon’hle friend Hiihu Jitendralal Hannerjee they were included in it 
hy a fluke. There was a mistake in voting whi<’h was )K>inted out to the 
I’resideiii hut it was too late and nothing <‘ould Im* done. Sir, I shall 
give u few’ instances hy way of illustration w’hich will show really the 
state of affairs. When Garden Reac h was a sejnirate municipality it 
had an income of ah«»ut Rs. ^ lakhs. It is now included in the 
Calcutta Municipality ami it contributes Rs. i\ lakhs. In exchange 
W’hut are the amenities that have l>een given to Garden Reach. Sava 
and except one main road which has been asphalted, with a few electric 
lights here and there, nothing has been done. I have visited the 
different parta of Garden Reach and I hud se<»n with my own eyes 
numliers of .stngtmnt {suds and dol*a* lying within the municipality. 
Befoiw I hud seen them I hud no idea that so near Calcutta such 
things exist. 

4-45 p.m. 

1 tHime from a villager Sir, 1 do not think that any village in 
Bengal would consist of sf» many rfo/xw at a particular place. Even 
recently when the (/alcutta Corporation tm>k into consideration this 
Bill, no far as my information goen, a sub-committee was appointed. 
In that sub-committee some of the members were in favour of excluding 
the rumi portion of Garden Reach, but unfortuiialely, Sir, the 
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mi^eniy of the membere were egeiost the end it w«i 

{jiweticelly shared. Up till now we heve not eny deointoii of the 
Corpomtion before u«. I do not see what i« the objection Hif the 
Hon'bie Minister in allowing this Bill to go to a Select Committee. 
The Select Committee can take into consideration every aspect of the 
thing and if the Hon'ble Minister really thinks that (h>vernment want 
to take everything into consideration, I do not understand why Govern* 
ment are precluded from doing that by the reference of the Bill to n 
Select Committee. Sir, I do not want to take the time of this House. 
I would only finish hv saying* that if you really want to remo%*e the 
legitimate grievances that exist in Garden Beach, if you really want 
that pe<»ple wh«» are gnuining umler a hunlen of taxation should l>e 
protected, then something should la* done iu this dirtH'tion. You will 
be 8uri>risfHl to heur. Sir, that previously the la^ople of Garden Health 
had to i>ay a tax of }M*r cent, in uudevelo}aHl areas. Now* under 
the rules of the ('uKutta ('oi|Kiration the whole |a>pulation, with«>ut 
exception, have to jiay taxes at the rate of 19J |H‘r cent. I can imagine. 
Sir, that if this state of things is allo«*(»4l to gi» on, the people of 
Garden Beach would leave their homes and take shelter in the 
Sunderhans and some mills and factories might take (heir place thereby 
showing that Calcutta has extended towards the suburbs. I hu|it' that 
the memliers of this House without a single exception — and 1 hope 
the Eurf)poau memliers right opjs>site ulsi>— would st^iously take into 
consideration the state of affairs of the is*ople of Gnrtlen Beach and 
would vote with us in sup|s>rting this motion for referring the Bill to 
a Select Committee and thendiv redressing the grievani’es of the 
pt»ople. With thes 4 » w'ords I l>eg to commend my motion f4»r the 
accept un<’e of this House. 

Tht Hoii*bl« Kumar SHIB SHCKHAREtWAII RAYt Sir. the 
deliate has hardly brought up any new' urguineiit which retjuires any 
reference by me at this stage. Sir, I have already given my Inmest 
opinion that it would W lieyond the seofie of the Select (Vimmittee to 
consider the problem in oil its aspects. Sir, if y<»u refer the Bill to a 
Select Committee. I can only pray for the residents of these uddeil 
areas to save them fmm their friends. It will only prolong their 
sufferings, for the Bill, modellcsl as it is. could not possibly be amended 
in a way to do justice to all C4mc«*riied. Sir. I was us sincere us 
possible — am quite new to the office and I have Imiught all my 
aincerity from the non-<>fficin! lienches — I was as sincere us jswsible 
when I made the offer on behalf of Government and 1 did mean to 
arrive at a satisfactoni’ solution of the problem. I would still aj^al 
to the House to make the way of the Government clear to appoint a 
competent committee to go into the wh<ile quest i<m and to suggest 
the beet means of dealing with it. .Sir, I repeat it again that the 
Goveniiaent are {irepered to appoint such a committee as soon as the 
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bndgetfl are over, nay by tbe end of Harch, and I hope that oonifliittee 
will iinieh its labours in time to enable me to briii|r up an official 
Bill ill tbe autumn session of this Council. 

The nif it ion of Maulvi Shamsuddin Ahmed was then put and a 
division taken with the following result : — 


AYCt. 


MMMi, Msuiff l H aaii a S S fa . 
an, Msiitfi HattMi« 

•sMa, MsMvl tysS MaJM. 

■MMfii, Mr. P. 
easasrjss, asaii SUtnSrslsl. 

•sriiM, asi tsSIb Santlisnsff. 

•sts, naiM satmers Nsta. 
oasusaiirt, isbtt Klta«i upturn, 
OMiNiaiiri, Kama Saluidur Maulvi Aliiniu* 
faman. 

Chausaurl. KMa tabaSuf Maulvi HaAtur 
aabaian. 

ObauSliun, Maulvi AtbrafuMla. 

ObauSbury, Maulvi Mural Abtar. 

ObtwSbury, Hajt AaSl AbmaS. 

ObawSbury, Maulvi AbSui Qbaiii. 
lutufli, Maulvi Mur Mabuiar Nban. 
Saibibab, Maulvi MubammaS. 

Ouba, Si^ brafuba Kumar. 

Mabim, Maubrl Abem. 

Natbamy, Maubrl tyaS ^alatusain. 

Hafua, Kban iabaSur Maulvi Aticul. 
Haaua, Kaii I miasul . 

Naaala, Navab Muabarruf, Kbaa AabaSur. 
Naaaala, Maulvi MubammaS. 

Nua, Kbait tabib MauNi baiiui. 

Nuaaaiii, Maulvi Latafat. 

Karim, Maulvi AbSut. 

Kaaam, Maubrl Abub 


Kban, Kban sabib Msirttri »«anA«i AH. 
Kbaa, Maulvi TiminUgia. 

LaJ Mi rtia m m aS , Hap. 

Maliib, Mr. MubufMa Kabart. 
basear, isNi Hu au ma a brataC 
Mabaam, Mr. A. 

Kabmaa, Maulvi Aiinir. 

Ha bmaii, Mr. A. f, 

Mabmaa, Mr. A. P. M. AbHur* 

Maibat, Mr. Praaaaaa Dab. 
bay O bauSburi, babu Saaat Kmaar. 

Ray, ObauSbury, babu SaUtb CbaaSra. 

Maul, babu Maaa at 

Ray, babu tatyaaira NaRi. 

Ray, Mabaraja iagasitb Ratb, af omajpur. 
Ray, Mr. itjay PraaaS ttiMtli. 

Ray, Mr. taliaa«ar tliwb. 

Ray, Mr. tarat Kuaiar. 

Ray, Mr. bbaaU Sbabliartaarar. 

Ray CbauSburi, Pabu Ha^ Cbaasra. 
Saatfatullab, Mauivi Mubamaiai. 

•aaiaS, Maubrl AMhia. 

•arbar, Sir SaSuaaRi. 

•arbar, Rai tabib Rabati Maban. 

•bab, Maulvi AbSul Hamid. 

•iuba, Raja babasur blNipaiHlra Rarayaii, 
#r Naabipur. 

•ubravargy, Mr. H. t. 


NO It. 


iaairuasin, Maulvi Mabammad. 

Oaaaalla, Mr. A. 
eiarb, Mr. I. A. 

Oabau, Mr. 0. d. 

Oaapar, Mr. 0. 0. 

Oaia, Mr. 0. R. 

Oaab, Mr. A. d. 
laaa^, Mr. R. A. 

Paratuli Rm Naa^bla Kbaa ■abaiur 
K. 0. M. 

Parraatar, Mr. d. Oampball. 

Oa m uW , Rai tabib tuan Kumar. 

•baab, Mr. M. 0. 

Rbumavi, iba Hau%N Albasj tir Abtai- 
birlm. 

•ilabriit, Mr. R. N. 

•uba, Mr. P. M. 

Oaruar, Mr. t. W. 

Hatt, Mr. b. P. 

Ruiabiaii, »r. R. N. 
iRisbi Nrw d. 

LAUt, Mr, R. i. 


UaJia, Mr. M. 

Harr, tba Haa Ma Mr. A. 
itaCluabla, Mr. t. T. 

Mittar, tba NaWMa tir Pravaab Obuuiir. 
Maba r iy, tba Haa'bla Mr. A. N. 

Mubbarji, Hal babaear tatlab Cbautra. 
Mac, Rav araa d a. A. 

M a it m u ee iB , tba Haa'bla Mr. Klmraia. 
Oriiab, Mr. d. K. 

Praattaa, Mr. W. D. a 
Ray, Rm HawMa Kumar IMb tbabbafs 
aauar. 

Raaa. Mr. CL P. 

Ruabfartb, Mr. P. v. 
ib iauar , Mr. t. A. 
s t aeli t aa, Mr. a C. 

Tall, Malar Oauarai Oa it ra y . 

Tbamuaaa, Mr. W. N. 

Traaara, Mr. W. i. 

T u y aaai, Mr* N. d. 

Wa Va 


The Ayet being 54 and the Noes 40 the following motion wa* 
earned j — 

*'That the Calcutta Munieipel (Amendment) BUI, 1029, be re ii iTed 
to b Select Committee eoaeisting of Maulvi Shamenddin Ahmed, the 
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HoiHbla Minister in cbsr^ ol the Locsl Self-OotenkBieet Dtpertment, 
Bahli Jitendrslsl Bennerjee, Mr. P. Banerji, Mr. A. K. FesM Huq, 
Mr. I. S. Suhrawsrdy, Khan Babador Maalvi Aliiiiiiisaiiia]i Chaadhiuri, 
MaeWt Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy, Maulvi AcArafuddin Cbaudbnn^ 
Mr* W. C. WordawoHh, Rev. B. A. Nag. Mr. P. N. (hOui, 
Mr. A. Rabeem, r.l.E., and Mr. Bijoy Pranad Siojib Roy; with 
inatreiTtiona to submit their re|Mirt before the eommeneemeikt of Mardh 
and that the number of meiiiber!i whose presence shall be neceasary 
to constitute a quorum shall l>e bve.'^ 


Ttis Btngai Vitligft Sstf-Cdvemiiieiit (A m sndwunt) iiliy 19Mt 


5 p.m. 

BMNi 8ANAT KUMAR RAY OHAUDHURIl I l>e(r to move for 
leave to introduce a Bill to amend the Beniral Villafte Self-Govemmanl 
Act, 1919. 

There being no object itin to the Bill Wing intnaluced* the *Secretary 
read the short title of the Bill. 

Bmu SAN AT KUMAR RAY CHAUDHURIl I Wg to move that 
the Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 19J10, be cir- 
cu]ate<i for the purpose of eliciting public opinion therecm by the 15tb 
April, 1930. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


RESOLUTIONS 

(Ofi mattsrs of fonoral publio intoroai). 

Propsttl to molio til iaitoiili o lioiMiy. 

BMmi SAN at KUMAR RAY OHAUDHURIl I Wg to move that 
this Council recommends to the Government that the 1st Batsakh of 
each Bengali year be observer] as a holiday in all Ut>vemmeni offices 
and courts in the province of Bengal. 

Sir* my reasons for moving this rescdution are these: The 1st of 
BaisaU of each Bengali year is not merely a day as it might apfiear 
to lAe Kniopean members* it is more than a day — it is an instltntioii 
in its^; and as snch it deserves to be commemorated. Very lately wo 
hove a public holiday practically thrust on us by Oovcmmoiit in 
Iho shopo of tho 1st July being declared a Bank dosing holiday. Wo 
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lukd not that holiday before and whatever questions of eccmomy or 
<itherwise may arise we find that the jn^vince is given a holiday on the 
Jst of July, Very few in the province have anything to do with the 
batiks and most of the people have got deolings with petty traders 
whose number must be a thousand times more than that of the people 
dealing with banks in Calcutta. The Ist of Baisakh happens to be the 
date on which the accounts are closed and fresh accounts are opened 
every year. That is one of the reasons why I want that the 1st Baisakh 
should lie observed as a public holiday. Then, Sir, the Ist of Baisakh 
is already cdiserved an a public holiday in the province of Assam and 
also in some districts in this province of Bengal. I only want that 
it should lie made a general hididay, and it will not depend Ufion the 
option of the Government officials, District Magistrates or District 
Judges. The Ilon’ble Memlier in charge, Mr. Marr, very kindly 
fMiinted out to me that he would lie agr<»eahle to have opinions elicited 
upon this resolution of mine, provided I withdrew it at the moment. 
I could not give him a direct answer. From the conversation I had 
with him I find that if the 1st of Baisakh be declared a holiday we mu.st 
do it at the expense of some other h<»liday which the district enjoys. 
if that 1)0 so, I am not prepared to withdraw the resolution, because 
I want it to 1 m» declared a public holiday in Bengjd. It ought not to 
depend on the option of the officer in charge of a jmrticular district. 
If it is to lie done at the expense of another holiday, I submit, it should 
l>e at the expense of the 1st of July, l>ecau8e a majority of the jieople 
of the province have got nothing to do with the 1st July. There is, 
however, another point which has got to Ik* considered. The Bengali 
year is not a Hindu year hut a Muhammadan year. The method of 
computati<in is llirnlu acct»rdiiig to whi<’h we have got r‘165 days. So 
it is a practical c<»mpromiw' which we have got in Bengal, heiwieen 
Hindus and Muhammadans. As I have already said, certain festivities 
ere held on that day and accounts are closed and fresh ones are opened 
and there will no objection on the i»art of either Hindus nr Muham- 
madans to thi.s day being observed as a holiday. I do not think. Sir, 
that the House will divide on my resolution and I hoj>e it will support 
it unnnimou4,v. With these words, 1 commend it to the nci?eptance 
of the House. 

Tilt Htn^lllt Mr. A. MARR: Mr. President, I think I might as 
well state the Go%‘ernment |»osition straight away so as to dear up all 
the issues raised. The resolution is to the effect that the Ist of Baisakh 
shall be declared a holiday in all districts. At present the Bengali 
New Year’s Day is observed as a local holiday in Dacca, Faridpur, 
Bakargunj, Cbiitagong, Tipiiera, Noakhali, Jessore and Mymensingk. 
There has been no demand from any other districts for this date to 
lie declared as a local holiday, but, as I have already intimated to 
the hon*ble mover, I am quite |»epared, if he withdraws his rssoluttoat 
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to oottsult the High Court — and the High Court muat he oouaulted— 
and all the diatriet ofBcers in Bengal aa to whether there ia a general 
deeire for this date to be declared a local h<diday. If there in a general 
desire^ I do not think Government will have any objection to add thia 
to the local holidays. There is, however, one exception that I must 
make to this statement. There is a rule that no district can have 
more than seven local holidays. Seven districts have already gtit the 
maximum number of seven days; these are Burdwan, Birhhum, licHvghly. 
Howrah, Murshidabad, Darjeeling and the Chittagong Hill Tracts. 
If Government come to the decision to de<’lare the 1st of Baisakh a local 
holiday, and if any of these jairticulor districts wants the 1st of 
Baisakh to l)e a holiday, they shall have to give up another holiday s<i 
as not to exceed the total nuiiiU*r «»f sevcm days. If there is a general 
desire to have this day declnriMl as a public hididay, ajmrt from the 
seven distri<ts I have menticuieil, there will In* no difh<'ulty at nil in 
caiT>*ing out this desire. 1 would, therefore, suggest tti the mover to 
withdraw his resolution on the understunding that Government addiess 
the High Court and the district otticers to aseertain what the local 
desire is. 


Mr, P, N. CUHA: May I ask the Hon’ble Memlier what the 
position of the Bengal Sinretariat isV 1)<h»s it «ome within any 
district ? 


Tilt Hon'bin Mr, A, MARK: The Bengal Secretariat would certainly 
follow the general rule. 

Mtuivi SYED MAdID BAKSH: Sir, I yield to none in the desire 
for the observance of the 1st of Baisakh os a holiday in Bengal. I am 
a Bengali inysidf and I have j>en*onal ex|>erience of the festivities that 
are held on that day. I have some misgivings after hearing the 
Hon’hle Meiiilnr in charge. I think the mover of the resolution sug- 
gested something alsnit which there was a general discussion and some 
criticisms were made hv meuiliers. 1 at that expressed a fear that as 
the holiday was not s}NH'iiicnlIy mentioned, it was not known what sort 
of holiday it would lie. Governiiient wanted ti» take it as a local 
holiday and declarinl its intention of olwsen'ing it as such rather than 
as a public holiday. If it is to be a puldic holiday, 1 have not the 
least obje<'tiun, nor hove I any ohje<*tion if it is made a local holiday. 
But the difficulty will he this. We have experiencok in districts of some 
difficulty. Mr. Marr has said that iJeasore observes a local holiday on 
the 1st of Baisakh. Coming fn>m Jeasore I would like to say that in 
my district the number of holidays are so very few-- 1 make no sug- 
geetions nor do I want to siieak against Hindu friends— that the roost 
important Muhammadan holiday of Sahibarat is not observed, although 
it is observed as a holiday in many distriets. The residents ol 
Calcutta know what festivittes are held...... 
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TIm Hon’Mt Mr. A* MARil: May I rise on a point of order? 
Sir, I uDcierfttand that the sobject under disciianon is simply whether 
there is a general desire for the 1st of Baisakh to be declared a public 
holiday or not. Therefore I do not understand how certain Muham. 
tiiadan holidays come in. 

Mautvi SYED MAdIO BAKtH: If the Hon’bie Member had 

waited a few moments he would have understood my point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your jwint, Maulvi *Saheb? 

Maulvi EYED MAdIO BAK8H: I have not yet explained my points 
to which the Iloii’ble Mr. Murr has taken exception. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: To what portion of the speech does the Hon’ble 
MemWr in charge take exception? 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. A. MARR: The question, as I understand it, is 
whether there is a general desire to have the Ist of Baisakh declared 
ns a holiday. The s|>eaker went into the general question of the 
numl»er of Muhanimadau holidays in .Jessore and in particular to the 
question of a certain Muhammadan festival. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What do you say to this, Maulvi Saheh? 

MilHvi SYED MAdID BAKSH: Sir, what 1 was going to say is 
that 1 have no ohjei’tion to the Ist Baisakh l>eing declared to he a public 
holiday and incidentally 1 mentioned the difficulty w'hich would arise 
if it is declared u Im'al holiday. There are very few local holidays 
in the district of Jessore and if one is taken away very few will remain. 
When I extend my sup|Mirt to the suggestion of declaring it to be 
a loc al holiday I want to impress uinm the House that it ran not be 
done at the exjieuse of any of the Muhammadan holidays such aa 
Sbabibarat w’hich is a IcK'al holiday in Jessore. That was m}* point. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, I quite understand your 2 >oint — you may 
go on, 

MmHvi SYED MAdID BAKSH I So, if you assure us that no such 
thing will iK'cur we, on this side of the House, are willing to co-operale 
and allow my hcin*ble friend the mover to have 1st Baisakh declared 
as a holiday. 

BMNi dlTBNORALAL BANNBRdBBt Sir, My hon'ble fnand 
Maulvi Sytd Majid Baksh has struck a noU of high politka whkh 
was not nececmary to-day. The Hon'ble Mr. Marr desired lo know 
whether there is a general desire for the dedarmtioii of let Baisakh ns 
n holiday. Sir, ihert is a very general dsattw«~n dsMiu ehmototiilio 
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of mt tmperanieiit mnd tTm4itifMiii-4lia thm skoiild be e imral 
boladiy on that data. We sbonld like to have a holiday on eeary day 
of the year provided our tialarie^ or allowance are intact. The 
Europeans are a strenuous people and they object to the number of 
holidays, and Government being predominently European net^ssarily 
also dbjects but in the Council we have another kind of temperament. 
We have two adjournments in the course of a brief afternoon sitting-- 
one prompieti by motives of piety and the other prompte<i by mmidane 
refreshments. If there can be two adjournments in a brief nfternmm 
sitting why there should not lie trro new year holidays in the yeiir? 
The Europeans have their New Years Day, and what objection is 
there for c*elebrating our Nea' I'ear’s Day? 

Mni MNAT KUMAR RAY CHAUDHURIt Having regard to 
the remarks made by the Hon'ble Mr. Marr I dci not desire to press 
my resolution to the vote. 1 accept his tissuruiire that he will take the 
opinion of the High (’ourt as scwm as ]Hissihie and let us know the 
result. 

The motion of Balm Saniit Kumar Bay Chnudhuri wos then, by 
leave of the CouiKil, withdrawn. 


Proposal to omotMi tho Bongal Tonaney Aol, till. 

RaPv dITENORALAL BANNERdEEl The resolution not having 
been drafted projierly I would like to read the whole of it. It runs 
at folloivs : — 

'*This Council recommends to the Government that immediate steps 
be taken by them to introduce fresh legislation to amend the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, 1885 (VIII of 1885) in order to secure the Icdlowing 
objects : — 

(7) to abolish the right of prenimpiiou granted to the immediate 
landlord under section 26F of the Act; 

{2) to reduce the amount of landlord’s transfer fee from 20 per 
cent, to 2 per cent, in the cuses referred to in clauses (a), (b) 
and id) of section 20D, from 5 per cent, to { per cent, in 
the cases mentioned in clause (c), and from 10 {>er cent, 
to 1 per cent, in the case referred to in clause (e); 

(J) to provide that landlords shall not exercise the right to en* 
banco rent of land under fection ^ of the Act so long as 
their own revenue remains fixed under the Permanent 
Settlement; and 

(d) to make sueh chaagee in dnlting and proeedurt as experienee . 
of the worktup of the Act hae proved to be nedsaeary.*’ 
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Sir, 1 would a»k your permission to make a slight verbal amendment 
on the floor of the House. I should like to insert the words **one year’s 
rent” after the words ”20 per cent, to 2 per cent.” 

Mr. PREtiDCNT: I would ask you to stand by your original 
resolution. I do not aHow this amendment as you have not given pre- 
vious notice. 

iaiMi dITENDRALAL SANNERdEE: Be it so, Sir. I make no 
ajKjlofo* — there is no need for one for bringing forward this resolution 
so far us the first two clauses are concerned. They are concerned with 
the question of the landlord’s right of pre-emption and the landlords’ 
right of re<’eiving salami on the o<‘casion of a sale or purchase. Sir, 
when the amending Hill was thrashed out in this House there was a 
general apprehension on the puH of tenants’ representatives that these 
two rights would give rise to confusion. Sir, one year’s working of 
the Act has already demonstrated how they have proved injurious to 
the tenants’ <uuHe. 

I wish first of all to refer to the general arguments u|K)n which I 
Imse my objection to the landlords’ rights of pre-emption or of receiving 
salaniis. These rights were given to them on the assumption that the 
landlord is the projirietor of the soil. That is a fallacy which has got 
to l>e repudiated and shattered once for all. The landlord was never 
considered the proprietor of the soil either in Hindu or Muhammadan 
times. That was not the Indian tradition at all. The landlord was 
first rei’ognised as the pioprietor during the time of the Permanent 
Settlement. That was only a mistake on the part of the English 
administration. Hroiight up within the system of land tenure the 
English udministrators thought that the landlord ought to l>e, if he 
was not ulrea<ly, the proprietor of the soil. Therefore, they pitneeded 
t<» confer the proprietary right uiam landh»rds as such. Hut that 
right was n(»t theirs to give nor theirs to take away. It depended 
U|Hm immemorial custom, and the iniinemorial custom being on the 
side of the tenant, the English administrators had no right either to 
confer u|>(»n the landlord the proprietary right which did not belong 
to him or to deprive the tenant of the right which had always belonged 
to him. 

Nor is this all. After the Permanent Settlement the awakening 
came. Sim^ then the English administration have made persistent 
attempts to undo the wrong they had done. But they have never been 
logical or systematic in their attempts. The various Tenancy Acts 
are an indirect admission of the fact that the Permanent Settlement 
was based upon wrong conception. The Act of 1885, and previaus to 
. that the Act of 1859 were proceeded with under the assumption that 
the landlord 1s or ought to bt regarded as the proprietor of Ihe eoil. 
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CottOMg to the last amending Bill there is also there a recMigniiion of 
the pfoprietai^’ rights of the landlord. But 1 say now* that the last 
vestige of this superstition must go. If the landlord is not the pro* 
piietor of the soil why should he be entitled to claim pre*eniption as a 
right? Also if the landlord is not a proprietor why should he be 
entitled to receive any salami, not to ii|>eak ol the salami of tiN) per 
cent.? But I simply say — reduce the salami from 20 j>er cent, to 2 
per cent. I do not go ver>^ far. In making this claim — this very 
modest claim — I acknowledge that this is nn admission of weakness 
on my part. I ought to have proposed no salami at all. But as I said 

this is a condition of weakness which is sometimes iMiuiid 

Apart from the general ground of principle 

Mr. PRESIDENT : Yi»u are leaving your previous eentenca 
unfinished Mr. Bannerjee. 

BabU 4ITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: We cannot always (Himpleta 
our sentences, Sir. S|)eaking in a foreign tongue I claim my privilege 
of leaving my 'icntemes imc»inplele and grammar inaccurate. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But I claim it to l*e the duty of the ('hair to 
warn you lest it may 1 m‘ th<»ught that you v^ere giving uj) >our case. 

Babti dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: It is very good of you, Sir, 
fill! vou <aimot (lira me <.f that. With the of int.-nlioni. 1 think 
I am t<Mi old to W . ured. If thin leaaon was hroujfht hom« to tm- W 
\t*ar, ojfo I woul*! have jtr<»fited by it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If you are incurable I need not try to cure 
you you may come back to y<»ur resolution. 

BMmi dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Sir, I urn thinking of the 
other ipvuDd apart fnmi the ffround of general prim iple— the ground of 
expediency. Sir, hy granting the right of pre-einidion and in)>iKi>ng 
on the payment of aalami, the IWngnl Tenancy Act ha, <Iefeate<l it* 
own purpoae. thre of the purjawwa of the Hengal Tenancy Act amend- 
ing Bill wa* to make the occupancy bidding transferable, hormerly 
they were tranaferred in ladnt of fact hut in thei.ry they were not m 
tranaferred. That theoretical non-tran»fer ha* now Wn removed 
and now occupancy holding* are regwaled a* tnMi.ferahle. What wa. 
the reaaon? The reaimn for the change wa* that the legt.Ufttiw 
wanted that the tenant .hould get full value. If he .old or purcha^ 
let him get the full value. That waa the idea. .So long a* the hold- 
ing. were theoretically non-trwwferable the tenant did not get hi. due. 
Therefore, it will be .een that it wa. meant a« a meaanre of aecmwary 
relief ao far aa the tenanU are concerned but aa that aeccaaary relief 
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hBfi be«n granted bow doaa the tenant enjoy it? At present owing to 
the combined operations of the right of preemption and the grant of 
salami the tenant.^ are getting e%*en less than they were getting before. 
First of all 20 jier cent, is to be deducted oot of the purchase price. 
The intending purchaser has the right of pre-emption hanging over 
bis head. He knows that the land can be taken away from him. On 
account of all these the i>eople are unwilling to pay full value. Owing 
tri the combined operations, therefore, of both these principles the 
tenant is getting far less now than what he was getting before. Thus 
one of the prim ipal obje^-ts of the amending Bill has been frustrated — 
frustrated by one of its main provisions. 


Adjournment. 

The ('ouncil was then adjourned till 2-30 p.m., Monday, the 10th 
February, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 



IM 
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The Oooiicu. met in the CoobcU Chamber in the Town HnU, 
Calcalta, on Monday, the lOth February, mi 2^ p,m. 


Pmmit 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja M.ififMATiiA Nath Rat 
OHA rnursi, of SanUish) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon*ble Ministers and 77 nominated 
and elected members. 


Oatli ar iitaMtlM. 

The following' member made an oath or adirmation of his allegtanoe 
to the Crown : — 

Babu Satya Kinkur Siihaiiu. 


iUmtf QuatUene 

(to ivliiaii tral am ito f tmm givan.) 


Caaa raviliiatiaii. 

•it. Mittlfi iHAMtUDOIIi AHMiDl Will the Hon Ua 

Mamber in charge ol the Revenue Departmant be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showings- 

(t) the names of different diatiicts in Bengal where eeee revaina- 

iimi haa taken plane reoenily ; 

(u) the mmmm derived tom cees tn iheae dsatriois bcibre and 

aftar this oess revahmtton ; and 

(m) toe difference, if pay, in percentage between the previona and 
toe leeent oees r^ttalionsf 






QUESTIONS. 


riOTft VkB. 




MEMIER in ohvs* o« REVENUE OERARTMENT (ttw ItoiilH* 
Sir FtwaNi ChunRir Mittar): The required etateiMDt is laid oar the 
table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to ntnrrei queilion \ o. 38. 


Kftm« of 

Cmr 

ilmnaitd 
at the 
laat nv 
valualicHi. 

Year of 
revaltia* 

itOfl. 

Frevioua 

(lemanti. 

YiMhr of 
revalua- 
tion. 

Increaae. 

Peroen- 

tage. 

1 

B 

3 


s 

0 

7 






B 

Ra. 


1. 

Barikur* 


1922-20 

1,09,500 

B 

1.24,358 

113-5 

2. 

Mkliuiporr . . 

•5,77,017 

1917-23 

3,33.615 

1910-11 

2,43,402 

72 •» 

3. 

Hooghly aiul 
Howrah 

3,21,820 

1923-28 

2.28,075 

1913-10 

93,145 

41 

4. 

Nadia 

•3,58,230 

1924 27 

1,95,743 

1911-15 

1,02,487 

83 

3. 

JfMwrin' 

•4,73,510 

1924 27 

2,35.372 

1911-14 

2,38.238 

105 

rt. 

MymaitMingh 

0,04,545 

1918-22 

5,IH1.K0<1 

118)9 10 

1.87,839 

37 

7. 

Tipiirra 

3,27.202 

1922 25 

2.95.l«>3 

1911-14 

32,359 

11 

M. 

Noakhali 

2,44.730 

1920-29 

1.97.805 

1914 19 

46,925 

23-72 

S. 

Duiajfiur 

3,oh,470 

1920-22 

2.4I.34»5 

1912-14 

07,105 

27 

u». 

lia)ig]>ur 

5,24,305 

1924-27 

4.01,020 

1901-04 

1.22,079 

30 

11. 

MakU 

l,57.7W 

1925-20 

1,06,S<K» 

1910-12 

51,494 

40 -4 


* After Ri^uVnnmit. 


PmntUtn of Mu ti a mwa ^ m MIm oiloirt. 

Maiilvi HAttAN ALIl (a) Will the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Police Department be pleaeed to lay on the taUe a 
•tatement showing for the laat three yeere— 

(i) the pro|Nirtion of Hindu and Muhammadan offieiatinf mb* 
inspectors and inapectors in Bengal and Govenuneot 
Hailway Poiioe; and 

(m) the number of the pntmoted officers to thoee ranhaf 
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^6^) Will tlie Hon’ble Member be {ileaneil to Uy on ibe table a 
stutement showing the number of MiihammutbiiiK jn^muited from the 
raiika of assistant sub-inspe<’tor aixl sub-iiispector to those of sub- 
inspecftor and insjieitor respectively in Dinajpur for the last 10 yearn 
and other districts of Bengal for the last three* years 

MEMBER in charge M POLICE DEPARTMENT (IN Hon^Mt 
Mr. A. N. MolMHjf): {a) and (b) Two stateiueutis are laid cm the table. 
Statement B does not give the desii-ed infonnation in re'4|s*c't of 
inspectoi-s as, in the matter of pnmiotioii, Mub-insfaM toi^ are liorne on 
a provincial list. 

Statement A referred to in the rephf to starred ifueittioo \o, -VK 


^ ■i rtH a (a) (I). 

(I) Proportion of Hiiatu atiO 
MulMunma<lan ofR^'Uttiaa 
wb-inspwtorKancJ inspw torw 
in the liiatnrt |wlic*e 

Proportion of offinatinn 
Nub-auipei'torK 
Proj>orti«n of ofli' iatuia 
iiui()a(‘toni 

12) Proportion of Hunlu luni 
Muhammadan official mff 
iiub-utiipeciora and in^^octorw 
in the (Jovemment Railway 
Police^ 

Proportion of ofHcistiiiK 
mab'UispactorM 
Propeurtion of ofticiatinK 
inapectom 



BmEm (i) (Nb 

Kumber of asaistani aub-ina* 
poaloffs proaaolMl io tba rank 
ol acih-iBa|»teton 
lliHBiMr ot wh-ina|iaa«of« peo* 
aaoiwi le tba mb of ino- 
poelora 
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Statement B referred to in the reply to etarred qnseUan No. S9, 


1. Number of Mubammadau sub-infifpectors promoted to the rank 
of iDHpector in Bengal daring the laat 10 years: — 


1920 

... Nil 

1925 

5 

1921 

... Nil 

1926 

5 

1922 

... Nil 

1927 

... 6 

1923 

... Nil 

1928 

... 7 

1924 

... 3 

1929 

... 6 


II. Number of Muhammadan assistant sulvinspectors promoted 
to the rank of nub-inspecior in the district of Dinajpur during the last 
10 years : — 


1920 1 

1925 1 

1921 

1926 

1922 

- Nil. 1927 

I92:i 1 

1928 

1924 J 

1929 


III. Number of Muhammadan assistant sub-inspectors pnHnoted 
to the rank of sul>-inspector in districts other than Dinajpur during 
the last years : — 


1027 ... 4 

im ... f) 

1029 ... 0 


Maulvi ABDUL KARIM: Will the Hon'ble Member lie fdeased 
to state if it is proposed to take any ste|>s to remove the disparity that 
exists uinoiigst ofhcers lielonging to the Muhammadan community? 

The Heii’ble Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: The matter is always being 
borne in mind and it is regulated by certain rules which are scrupu- 
lously adhered to. 


Liquor and drug shofM in Caioutta and its suburbs and thoir 

Maidvi EYED JALALUDDIN HABHEMY: Will the Hoa*bU 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries (Excise) Deport- 
ment Ik* pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(f> the present number of liquor and drug shops (exduding tori 
shops) in Calcutta and its suburbs; and 
(m) the names of the vendors holding license lor the cunwat 
year? 

MINIBTBR id abarti af AORICULTURi AND INDUfrilliB 
(BXOtiB) OiPARTMBNT (tba HanlMa Kumar BMb Bbiblimiawar 
Say)i (») and (<i) Statements have been plated on tbe library table. 
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liwtfifclito Unitii ImtC 

•m. Milivl SHAMUODIN AHMtOl ^n) WiU the Hem bie 

in charge of the Loc'al Self-(lc»vernmewt Depurtuient be {leaned 
to state whether it is a fact that the eliH'tion of memWrH to the newly- 
formed Bandabilla Union Board had failed twice? 

(b) Is it a fact that the boonl was H\ibNiH|Ueiit1y fonueil bv iu»tni- 
nating memberM by the Magistrate? 

(r) What is the reason for the eonstitutioii of the unimi Uwr*l 
against the will of the |ieo|>le of Bandabilla? 

MINISTER in eliargn of LOCAL SELF4:0VERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (ttio Hon*blo Kumar Shib tbabba r mu ra r Ray): (a) Yes. 

{b) Yes. 

(r) The failure of the ele< tioi»?< is uHirilMHl !<• |)ait\ feelingN in the 
union which UhI to deterring the villageiw from voting, and action 
was tiiken by the District Magistrate under secticm li (■/) of the 
Village Self-Government Ac t. 

Maifivi tHAMSUODIN AHMAD: Tnder the Village S«df-G<»vern- 
ment Art 

Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your c|uestion? Put it in the fi»rm of 
a 4 1 nest ion, please. 

Mailivi 8HAMSUD0IN AHMED: Why was the union iHiard thrust 
upon the iH»ople of Bandabilla against their wishes? The Village Self- 
Govemroenl Act dcs's not make any |>rovision in this diiei ticm. 

Tha HonlMo Kumar SHIS SHEKHARESWAR RAY: h wa. not 

tfciust upon the jieople of Bandabilla. 


iMiinnt Oaurt businom at iogra. 

*4S. Kban Sabatfur Mauivi HAPIZUR RAHMAN CHAUOHURI: 

(a) Will the IIon*ble Member in charge of the Judicial IHsirtment U 
plwaaed to state how many Ht'sstons rases tabled for one session had to 
staiid over for the next session for want of time of the .Sessions ('ourt 
at Bogm fitim Jaiiwar>% 1929, to Januurv*, IlL'lO? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Member lie ideased to state the longest |>enod 
of time during which undertrial prisimers had to remain in jail liefofw 
taking their trial at the Hemitona fknirt at Bogra during the year 1929? 
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(c) 1» the lionMile MjeniWr aware that tliere being no permanent 
SesaionH Judge at Kogra u large number of undertrial priaonera remain 
in jail for neveral months t4>geiher liefore their ^al commences P 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member aware — - 

(t) that there is no urrangtunent for receiving and dispoaing of 
ljuil petitimis at Hogra in criminal appeals and motions 
falling within the jurisdiction of the Sessions Judge; and 
('ll) that a large iiumlMO of uccuneti }iersoii8 had to remain in jail 
for days together l)efore they can move the Sessions ()ourt 
at Pabnn? 


(e) Will the HonMdo Member W pleased to lay on the table a 
staiein(^nt showing for the year 1929 — 

(t) how many — 

(/) (-riniinal appeals, 

(2) mentions, and 
(.3) Imil {tetitions 


from the district of Ihigm wen* filed lM*fore the Sessions Judge at 
Pabnn ; and 

(ff) how many of them were disposed of? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hlt 
Mf« At N« MobcHy)S SessiouH were held at Bogra in February, 
Mh>, August and Novemlier, 1929: — 

1929— Fehruai \ Ifi; Mn> 12: August l'>; X<»vemU^r 15. 

IJKKI -Twelve eases were pending on 25fh January. 1930. Sfvssions 
wert‘ still in progress. 

(5) Two hundretl and forty-seven da>.s inclusive of Dusserah 
vacation. 

(r) As four Sessions art* gt'nenillv held at Btrgra strme undertrial 
prisoners remain in jail f«»r some time liefon* their trial ctmirnenesi. 

(d) (i) Ytss. 

(ii) No; the journey from Bogra to Palma, the beadquarters of the 
Seasioiis Judge. iHt upies ulamt 10 hours hy rail and motor, and if a 
Imil apidieatton is pn»ni|itly movetl no accused will remain in jail for 
mikre than 3 days, 

(a) (i) (1) 88; r2) 40; (8) 45. 

78 criminal apfieals; 37 criminal motions; 45 bnil petatkma. 



QUESTIOHS:: 


Mia 


im 


I ti ii t m mm il ttpt. 

•41. Khan Baliatftir Maiilvi HAFIZUII RAHMAN OHAUOHURIl 

Will tbe Hon’ble Member in charge tif the Judicial De{ittrlmeiit be 
jdeaaed to lay on the table a Mtatoment nheviiig from January, 1929. 
to January, 1930. both inclusive — 

(t) the number of (^ses couimittexl to the SoHMions iV>urt at Bo|n^i; 
{ii) the number of Huch'eam'« di.s|)oaed of during the aaid pericKl; 
iiii) the number of W(»rking days during the said |iei'iod; and 
<iit) the numl)er of days sjH*nt by the — 

(7) Sessions Judgi^; and 
(2) Additional Sessi(»ns Judge 

at BograP 


TKa Hoil’bla Mr. A. N. MOBERLYt A statement is laid on tha 
table containing figures from the 1st Jamiaiy, 1929. to the 25th Janu- 
ary, 1930. 


Siaievtfnt tefrrretl to tn the rephu Mtarretl (/urMtwn .Vo. J.7. 


Number of cases eommittiHl to the Sessions (’ourt at 

Bogm ... 4t> 

NuinlaM" of Se.ssi<nis cases dis|s)S(H( of during the said 
period ... 31 

NuiuImo of working da> <hiring the siifd jH'riisl . . 

Number of days H|HMit at |b»gra b> the - 

Session.s Judgt* of Pabiiii and Ib^gra ... 5fi 

Additional Sessions Judge of fbtbna and Bi>gra 47 

Additional S<sssi<»ns .fudge of Bogra 02 


Rmipit fHMii tlM sate 9I iUmiw. 

•44, Mauivi TAM1ZU0DIN KHAN: ia) Will the Hon'ble Mem- 
ber in charge of the Finance IVfsirtment la* pleased to lay on the table 
A atatemeiit showing the receipts fmm the sale of stamps during— 

(f) the last two quarters of the current financial year; and 
(ti) the correspondiiig quarters of the preeiinis year? 

(b) II there is n fall of revenue under this head, will the Hon'hl# 
ICeaiher be fdeased to state the reason thereforf 
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MiMiill in oliir«i •! FINANCE DEPANTMENT {Nit ItaPMt 
Mr. A. MaiT)S (a) The figures available are those for the first 8 months 
anil aie a« follows: — 

1928-29. 192940. 

Rs. 

Sale of genera] Mtjim|>s ... 70,93,000 58,83,000 

Sale of court-fee stamjM ... 1,51,63,000 2,18,70,000 

The last figure includes an abnormal receipt of Rs. 52,08,000 frtwn 
prolmte duty. 

(h) The fiill under general stamps is attnbute<] largely to a decline 
in the iiumln^r of transactions relating property as a result of the 
amended Bengal Tenancy Act and also to dull conditions of trade. 

Maulvi TAM IZU ODIN KHAN* With reference to answeir {b), 
will the Hon’ble Membto* l>e fdeased to state whether the fall is due to 
the o|s*ration of the provisions of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) 
Act regarding pre-emption and landlonls’ feeK 

Tht Mr. A. MARK: It may be partly due to this as 1 

leani fnmi the llon’ble Iteveiiue MemlH»r, but also partly due to many 
tniusactioiis having l»ei'n ('<»mpleted IsTore the Ist of April. 

CibtttATliH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: What pioportioo 
was due to the o|»eratic»ii of the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act, 
and what to dullness of trade? 

TN Hofi’blf Mr. A. MARR: I cannot possibly say. 

Hartpil pMio library. 

*4S. Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEEs (a) Will the Hon Me 

Memls»r in charge of the Police Department U' jileased U> stato whether 
it is a fact that some time in Noveml>er, 11)27, a public library at 
Hari()al in the Hisighly district was Hetirchnl and some books seiaed 
in connection with the arrest of one Pandit Dharanaih Bbaitacharjya 
of Hari|ml? 

(6) Is it a fact that the said Pandit Dharaiiath Bhaitacharjya waa 
Ruliaequeiitly utniuitteti after trial? 

(c) Is it a fact that the books seiaed did not include any prosoribed 
literature? 

(d) Is the Htm'ble Member aware that refieated requests were made 
for the return of the books seined? 

(r) la it a fact that the police have steadily refused to return th# 
books to the library? If so, why? 
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twfctt Mr. A. N. MOilRLYl (a) Tm. 

(^) Y««, 

W Yei. 

(d) A petition to that effect waH receivcMl in July, 19*^9. No other 
eomnMini cation on the subject was rei'eivetl. 

(f) No. The apf^icant was difei'ted to af^y to the SesMious Judjare* 
Patna, for the books. Government have recently letirtii that an order 
was passed by the Sessions Judge, Patna, on 25ih January, 19JK1, 
directing the confiscation of three «)f the laKiks under se<*tit>n 517, 
Criminal Pn>cedure C'ode, and the return of the remaining five hooka 
to the owner. 


Judge’s qiMritrs M Bagnu 

*4e. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HAFIZUR RAHMAN CHAUDHURIi 

(ij) Is the Ilon’ble MemlK‘r in chargt» t»f the Jmlicial De|wrtiiient aware 
that the Uoveniiiient have sjH*i»t a Iargi» sum of money in eim tiiig a 
Judge’s quarters at Bogra? 

(6) If the answer u» (o) is in the affirmative, w'ill tlie Hou’ bio 
Member be pleastnl to state what was the objiH't in view when th# 
Judge’s quarters were erected? 

Tha Han’bla Mr, A. H. MOBERLYi (a) Yen. 

(5) During I919*lfn?;i w<irk at H4»gra was heavy and it was thougbl 
that an Additional IBstrict and Sessions Judge would have to stay 
there throughout the year. A residence was therefore const ructcnl for 
him. 


UnaUmd Quatliant 

(Mwan to whioh ftm§ laid an tha tohto.) 

Daaiaian af aam undar aaelian IBBA af tha Bangaf Tananay Aal, 

Mr, A. K. FAZL*UL HUQ: (n) Will the Hon’ble MemlsT in 
charge of the Itevenue IVisirtmeiit Is* |»Ieused to state whet hei any 
departmental direct ions are issued to the Assistant St't ileiiient Cffii ers 
about deciding cases under se4tion IO*‘lA «»f the lUoigal Tenancy Act? 

(5) If the answer to (a) is in the affinnative, will the Ibm’ble 
Ifember be pleased to state who issues su<'h dire<*tioiis ? 

(c) Are they in CMjnformity with the law as laid down by the High 
Court and the Judicial Ckiromittee of the Privy (Viuncil or are they 
Immd on executive orders, departmental rules and administmtiv# 
oonvenienee? 
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{d) Ih uaifoimity maintained in all tJbeiie dineotkiiia iaaned te all 
the Af«j<»i*ttant Settlement CfBcern in Bengal or are they baaed on the 
interi^retution of law given by a Settlement Officer in charge o£ the 
aurvey aucl nettlement work of a particular district? 

(r) Will the Hon^ble Member lie pleased to state whether in 
deciding the claims of lakhraj rights in holdings under section 103A 
of the Bengal Tenancy Afd the Assistant Settlement Officers are 
directed to follow judicial decisions or to decide all such questions 
according to the directions of the Settlement Department? 

The Hoti'M# Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) No depaH- 
mental instructions arc issuiMl to Assistant Settlement Officers with a 
riew to influencing their decisions under section 108A. 

(h), (c) and (d) Do not arise. 

(e) No stqmrate direrdions are given. The Assistant Settlement 
Officers are requiied to decide such questiuxu according to the pro- 
visions nf law as interpreted hv relevant judicial decisions. 

Mr. BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Will the Hotrhle Meml)er be 
(deased to state whether it is a fact that Mr. Hill, the Settlement 
Officer, freely ttdmitte<l to the lawyers who appeared l)eforei hi*m on 
Whalf of the |mrties that such instructiims were issued hy the Settle- 
ment DefNii'tnient , and the Assistant S<»ttleinent (officer concerned did 
follow surh itistrurti(»ns? 

TN Hoii'bH Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: The answer 

shows that 1 am not aware of that fact. 


Otoition of lakhraj olaim umiar laotion 103A of tho Bongal Tonanoj^ 
Aot ill oortaifi nuMtias in RttnNm. 

41. Mn K K. FAZUUL HUQ: {ft) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of the lte>eiuie IKqsirtment la* pleawnl to state what principle 
Was followtHl by the Asnistunt S«^ttlement Officer Babu Suresh ('handra 
Ohose in deciding the lakhmj cluiiiis under section lOdA of the Bengal 
Tenant s \vi in mauziis Putiindu, Sonakur, Ohatsila and Krishnapur in 
the district of Bunlwun within the jurimliction of the Htirdwan Sadar 
thana ? 

(6^ Is the Hon’ble Memlier aware that the said Assistant Settle- 
ment Officer det'tded mcait of the lakhraj c^iaes in favour of the cdaimaata 
lakhraj rights oceepiing the papers produced by them and chmUenged 
by the landlonl of the abovementioned villages wiihottt even fomuilly 
gtoing tbntugb the papers relief! upon by the claimants? 
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(^) I» the Hcm’ble Member awnre that Baba Suresh Chandm Oho»e 
dechu^ that the premimptioa in every «a»e Hhonbl be in favour of the 
lieraon putting forwanl sueh cluiniH and that he had •^ikeeiiil iiHtructiona 
to help all such claimants y 

{(1) Are the Government ixiUNidering the desirabilitv of inr|uirittg 
into the matter and of taking necessary ste|wy 

The Hofi’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: t The claims 
were decided on the general principle that the onnn of proof is on the 
claimant who must sutisfactorilv prove hi»< rent-free title to siuToed. 

(6^ The documentary evidtuuc of laith the iHirties wom duly con- 
sidered and the judgments were delivered thereafter. 

(c) It is not a fact that the ofticei nuule any hucIi categorical 
statements us are suggested in the riuestion nor that he had any 
inatructions to help all such claimants. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Babu KIBHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURIl Will the llonMde 
MemlK»r l»e pleased to state whether it is a fact that? the Assutant 
Settlement Officer, Buhu Suresh ('bunder Ghosh, decided cases without 
looking into the dcKumeiits hut simply u|ion the presumption that 
there is some difference y 

TiM Hon'M* Sir PROVASH CHUNOIR MITTIRt 1 hav» 

nothing ti) add to my answ'er. 

Babu KI8H0RI KIOHAH OMAUDHURI: Will ili.- Hon l.h- Member 

he pleaMHl !•> eiMpiirt* into the mattery 

Tha Hon'Ma Sir PROVASH CHUNOER HITTER: If .ii> frien.1 

states s|H»cific 'iustaiM e>», I shall ceiluinlv do so. 


Praeaading* af Iba Banfal Pruoait Saraara* Oanfaranoa baW at 
Myrnantingb. 

as. Mr. K. e. RAY CHAODHORIt («i I- the Hon'ble Memlwr 

in clmrue of the JndieiiJ Deportment owore ..f the |n.«-eedin*H of the 
tenth minual wMwi.m of the Ben|r»l IV.He« Server*’ t'onfereme held 
at Mymenidngh in DuE^ember laaty 

(h\ Will the Hon' We Member be pleased «o state what aieps. if any, 
Oovemmenl propone to take in the matter embi>die<l in the reaoluttoft* 
panned at that confereme and forwarded to the Govemment y 
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TIN Hm'M* Mr. A. N. MOtIRLYi (o) Tm. 

(6) Government do not propoHe to take any action on them at 
pfAMDt. 

Mimvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUtUFJIl WiD the Hon’ble 
MemFier be ]>ieui»ecl to Mtate if (foTernment propofte to take any action 
in the matter in future ^ 

TIm Hofl’Mt Mr. A. N# MORERLY: I have nothing to add to 
utiMwer (h). 


dittt ttMping in the rhrer Jalangi. 

43e Meulvi ABDUS BAMAD: (a) Is the Hoii’ble Minister in 
chuiKc nf the lioeal Self-(k)vernment (Publii; Health) Department 
ttwure that jute NteepiuK’ in liein^ widely resorted to in streams and 
livers of Hen^al 

(h) Is the HoiiMde Minister also aware that these streams and 
rivers <‘onstitute the main sourees of drinking water-supply to many 
{luits of the provinee!^ 

{v) Is it a fa<‘t that on a<‘eouut of suc'h jute steeping in the river 
dalnugi {in Murshidahad) last sisison the water of the whole river waa 
polluted and the villagei-s on lM)th hanks from Jalangi to Patkalmri 
snEered terribly and even the fish and other atjuatie animals died in 
largt' iiuiiiImms}' 

{ft) Will the Hoii’ble Minister lx* pleast^d to state what steps, if 
any, the (Government pro[M>se to take for the iwevention of the rec'urrence 
of such a state of affairs in future 

MINISTER in ohirgi of LOCAL SELF*CdVERNME|IT (PUBLIC 
HEALTH) DEPARTMENT (tlio Hon’blo Kimitf Bhib BhihlMtfOMnr 
Rsy) S («) Jut4» is ste<*(XMl in stationary water, and in sUignant <wr 
slowlv rutiniiig water at the sides of rivers. 

{h) Drinking water is taken in many eases from a river on the 
sides of which jute is steefXHl, but natiiiiilly nut from the siagnani 
water where the jute is lying. 

(r) Information ivteiveii fiom Itual uuihoriiies gives no support 
to this suggestion. The (Circle Officer states from personal observa- 
tion on a journey on this river that no jute was steeped last year in 
the river Jalangi which is now a flowing stream. 

(d) Does not arise. But it might be stated for the informatioB 
<kf the member that the lm«l bodies have been veetiMi with ample 
powers to {wevejtt the fouling of public water-auppliea by ofeniiave 
practices such tm the steepiiig of jute. 
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MaMwi AlOUl tAMAD: Hm tkf ImH been bnMght to Um notic* 
of Me Hoa’ble Minister tbai the upper p«H of the river it 

always stagnant except in the rainy season, and that in the lower 
part tlie river in floiring? 


Tht HMinblt Kiiniir SHIB SHEKNAREtWAR RAY: The member 
presumably has better informatiou than I have gut; I have no itWa. 


PtMling of iXMiitivo oitoin. 

44. MMHvi EHAMtUODIN AHMED: (a) Will the Hmi ble 

Member in charge of the Appointment I)i*]Ntrtmeiit l»e pleftsiHl to state 
whether it is the general |K)licy of (Government that exei’utive oIBcem 
such as Deputy and SuWDefvaty Magistrates, (tit le Dflieers and Khas 
Mahal Officers are not to l)e retaiioMl, unless ubsolniely re<)uired by 
the exigencies of the |iuUic sen'ice in a district, when |N»sted then*, 
for a jieriod ordinarily not longer than five years K 

(h) If the answer to («) is in the affirmative, will the Hoii'hle Mem* 
her be please<i to state whether (he ladicy is actually rnrrie<l out in 
practice? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon* hie Mem* 
Wr W {deuse<! to state the jsilicy of (Government rf*gulating the |>eri(Ml 
of posting of such offi<‘ers? 

id) Will the Hon’hle Member lie please<l to state the numlier fif 
officers of the substantive rank of l)e|Hity and Huli-Depuiy Magistrates 
who have been retained in a district fiir more tbau five years sini'e 
their last appointment there? 


MEMBER in Minnpi M APPOINTMENT DEPARTMENT (Dm 
NtllMUt Mr. A. N. M tBt rty ): (a) There ore no tlefinile orders on the 
aubject, but officers in the general line are not ordinarily kept on 
the aaine duty in one charge for more than three years. 

(6) Ye«. In the great majority of ctises. 

(e) Doea not arise. 

id) B. C. 8. 6. Of these only one is in the regular line, two are 
on foteign service, two in special departments, an*! <me in a spet^ial laist. 

B. J. C. S. 30; thirteen of whom are Oircle Officers, and imi 
employed cp special duty of various kinds. 
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IMmm&im miniilirial oflloert umltr the CmiK of Wards. 

46. Mauiwi NURAt ASSAR CHOUDHURY: Will the 
Member in t hiirjre of the Iteveiiue l>eixn*tineiit l)e jiieaHed to ntote — 

(«) what is the number of the ministerial officers under the Court 
of Wards in Bengal ; and 

(6) how many of them are Mussalmaiis? 

(c) If the answer shows that the majority of them are non-Muham- 
madans, will the Hoii'ble Member l>e pdeased to state why 
the majority of them and also of (General Manager under 
the (/ourt of Wards in Bengal are non-Muhammadans? 

TIhi Hpfi'blt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: (a) 1,247. 

(b) 96. 

(c) The leasoiiH for the majority of thesc^ officers Wing mm-Mubam- 
madau are: — 

(i) The demand of estates owiu'<l by Iliiuiu proprietors under the 

(\Mirt (d Wards is aWut four times the demand of estates 
Wlongiiig tt> Muhamimuiuii pro|irietors. The fonner ha^l 
juiturally emjdoye<l Hindu otfirers. Even in estates owned 
by MuhammadaiiH it has Ihhmi found, on the t'ouri’s assump- 
tion of charge, that the majoriU of the ministerial employes 
are Hindus. The staff in>w serving \inder the (’ourt of 
Wards is substantiidlx the stjiff cmplove<l jw'ior to the 
(\>urt’s assumption of charge. 

(ii) With the |my and pnysj^ects offei-wl for sen’ice under the 

(^> 111 * 1 , there are few suitable Miihanimmlan candidates for 
vacancies when they do occur. 


AMnitlraltoii •! Jimlm in Uit K^Pirgami. 

4t. Mr. K. G. RAY OHAUDHURIS {a) Will the Hon Ue Member 

in charge of the Judicial Deiwrtmeiit lie pleased to state whether there 
haa been a great falling off in the iiumb^ of (/> (Juardianahip, 
(2) Probate, fJ) Administration and (4) Insolveacy caeee in the 
District Judge’s (^lurt, 24-Purgaiias, siiii'e the time of the iiresent 
incumbent f 

{h) If the ntuiirer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the GkrrenmuMit 
considering the destmbility of malring inquiries lor ascerinining the 
reason for this falling off? 



QUESncWSL 


19 #^] 




(jfl) Is it due to the disseti^f action of the litigfiiut public and the 
lawyers with the way of administration of justice in the 24-PargauasP 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Member uvrara that the present District Judge 
dismisses original aiv|>licatioiis {e.g,, for Guaidiaiiship^ in (Immliers 
before registering them and without hearing ideudersy 

(>) Has this prwetiure the sanction of the H«»n’ble High ( <»urt und 
the Government? 

(f) Is it in imrsimnce of a jadicy to ilenr the tile at all cirsts? 

ilf) Has there Vieen any direition to the .Tndg»»s and Sub-Judgea 
at Aliptrre not to grant ailjourninents even if giaal gnninds are made 
out ? 

ih) Is it a fact that the litigants ba\e to move the Hon’We High 
{’ouii for getting adjournments? 

(i) Is this due to a desiie to satisfy the District Jtidgi* by showing 
better retunis? 

{/) Is Bengali still the court language of the ‘J4-Parganas? 

(A) If the answer to <;) is in the atfinnative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of making inquirii^ why the |mrties and 
pleaders are oomi>elled to translate all documents and |si|wrs in (Mieee 
before the District Judge? 

il) Are the Government considering the desirability of jnittiug a 
stop to this sort of jniK’tice? 


Tilt Hotl*bl« Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: ui) The tigures for the last 

live years are laid on the table. 

ib) and <r) No. Any jjerson aggrieved has his rcme<!y in the court 
of appeal. 

(d) No. 

(a) and ij) Do not arise. 

(g) No. The High Court has issuetl some instructions regarding 
adjoomiiiefiti and a copy <if the (^mrCs general letter contniniiig theae' 
inatruotions is on the taUe. 

(A) No, save in occasiiMial and exceptional cases. 

(i) Does not arise. 

O') Yea. 

(A) Parties and pleaders are not c^ompelleil to Ininslate all deciK 
meots and papers in (waes before the District Judge. 

0) Does not arise. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to claute (a) of uaetarred quaetion 

No. 46. 

StATHHKFIT KHOWIKG the NmBEB OF (1) OuAEDlAKSHlP, (2) PkOBATE 
AMI AiiMINIKTRATIOE, 4ND (3) IXSOLVESCY CASES XKSTlTrTBD DUEIXG 
THE YEAES 1J>25 TO 1929 IX THE DiSTEICT JlTDOX's CoCET, 
24-Pakuanas. 


Csam ufider Act Vlll of IS90 (Oust* 

1925 

1926 

1927 

1926 

1929* 

«tianahtp) 

Probata and Lettcre of Adminiatration 

390 

360 

270 

227 

133 

reaaa 

54 

45 

44 

35 

35 

InaoHronoy oaiM 

77 

93 

82 

69 

59 


*Up till February, 1927. permiaMon caaea were registered aa new caaea. 


Statement referred to iw the reply to rlau*e (//) of unstarred question 

No. 46. 


High (’ourl : Englinh DefKirtmeut — CMvi!. 

(loiumil lA'tttM* No. 2 . dated (Wutta, the 6 th Febniar>, 1928 . 

From H. C. Stoik, Esq., i.c .k., Registrar of the High Court of 
.rudicaiure at Fort Williatii in Bengal. Appellate Side, 

To The DiHtrirt Judgen of Hukarganj. Baukura, Birhhum, Burdwan, 
Chittagtmg. Dacca, Ditiajpur, Faridpur, Hooghly. Jeanore, Khulna. 
MidtiaiHire, Miirnhidahad, MyiiienHingh, Nadia, Noakhali, Pabna- 
Bogni, ItajNhahi, Kungpur, Sylhet. Tipjiera and the 24 >Parganaii ; 
the Judge of the AK«ain Valley DiatrictK. the Additional District 
JudgeH of Bakarganj, Sylhet, Tipjiera and Chittagong. Jeasore- 
Khulna. Midnu]M)ie, F'aridpur and Hooghly (Howrah); and the 
Additional Dintrict Judges of Myinensingh, Ist and 2 nd Courts; 
Dacca, Iwt and 2 nd t'ourtH; and of the 24 >ParganaA. l»t, 2 nd and 
3 rd (’’onrtf*. 

1 am directed to forward the following Huggeatiuna fenr your perusal 
{and for distribution among the courts subordinate to you,] and to 
aay that the suggestions are intended by way f»f advice for your 
guidance (and the guidance of the t'ourts subordinate to you.] in the 
trial of suits: — 

(1) On the idaiiit of a suit having lieen examined and found to 
he in order and pro|ierly stamped, it shall be placed before the court, 
and a formal order recorded directing registration of the plaint and 
ordering the plaiutiff to put in, within T days, the neceeaary^ prooeaaes 
and process-fees. 


t 1 not for Additioasl Jadgaa. 
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(2) On tlie date so fixed, the record will again be placed before 
the eouri fw formal orders for issue of intx^s, or for consideratiou 
of any cause that the i^aintiff may have to show for non-compliance 
wiUi the court’s orders, 

(8) On the date fixed for the ap(>earaiice of defendants, the tM>urt 
will consider the returns of sen'ioe in cases where the defendant or 
any of the defendants is absent, and will rtH'oni an ortler either accept- 
ing service of process or giving such further direcUtms as may 
necessary' regarding issue of fresh |¥n>oess. 

(4) In cnse issue of fresh jms'ess is dire<*ted, the reconl should 
be put up before the court wifhin 7 days, so as to ensure that the 
plaintiff complies with the court’s orders and twits in the ne<v»ssary 
process-fees and jwocesses. 

(5) On the apjieaniiice of the defendant, if the written statement 
is not filed on the date of such up|ieurunce. an adjiwirnmeiit may tw* 
granted for the filing of the written statement, the length of the 
adjournment depending on the nature of the suit. 

(6) In special cases, a second or a third adjournimuit may In* 
granted for filing the written statement, on cause 1 mm ng show’n to 
the satisfaction of the court. In case a third adjournment is granted, 
the defendant should lie <lirected to |>«y adjournment costs. 

(7) On the wTitten statement being filwl, a date will l>e fixwl for 
the framing of issues, and the issu(*s will be framed on the date so 
fixed. Any party seeking an adjournment should 1m* onlereil to pay 
adjournment costs. 

(8) After issues are fraine<l, cases in which loiiil enquiry' may 
Im* necessary should l>e adjouniwl to a date u fortnight ahtuid to enalile 
the party at whose instance the commissicm will issue to aji^jdy for 
such commission. 

(9) When a commis.sion for local enquiry is a|^lie<l for and 
granted, the court should fix a date, not more than 10 days ahead, 
to enable the party at whose instance the commissltm is being issued 
Vo deposit the fee ordered to be deposite<l and bi file the netressary 
papers. 

(10) Strict cr>mpliauce with orders made regarding deposit of com- 
missioner’s fees and filing of pajiers should be insisUnl on. Except 
on very g«K>d grounds, time should not be extended. Ikefault of 
compliance with order of the c<»uti should lie punished hy cancella- 
tion of the order for issue of commission. 

(11) When commissioner’s fees and the n<Mwssary fMipers have 
been filed, the commission will issue, and a date will be fixed for the 
tnbmissioii of the coRmiiiisioiier’s report. The record will be ptaoed 
before the oonii on such date. II the commissioner’s report has been 
received, date arill be fixed for bearing objeotioiiSr if any, to that 

Ml 
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report, and on the date »o fixed the objections will be heard and 
decided. If the commissioner’s report has not been reoeiTed, a fresh 
date will be fixed, and steps will be taken to ensure submission of the 
report within that date. 

(12) In all crises in which issue of commission for local enquiry 
iM (mlered, after i>roceedin>^ in that connection have been completed^ 
and in all othei* cusp's after issues have been settled, a date will be 
fixed for wjUlitijif the date of h<*arinff, such date being ordinarily not 
more than one month ahmid. 

(l.'i) On the date so fixed, the court should insist on parties being 
ready with their lists of witiiesses and on their applying, if necessary, 
f(»r the issue of commission for the examination of witnesses. iUl 
prf>c<'«s-feeH and written priM-esses and commissioner’s fees that may 
l»e nei eMsary should also Ik* put in on that date. 

(14) Ihites for hairing will l>e fixed by the court, having regard 
to the state of its file and also to the nature of the suit, earlier da tee 
being fixe<i for suits of a simpler nature. 

(Ui) The (umrt should arrange its daily file so ns to make sure 
that it will have en<mgh work U> ket‘p it occupied. More than one 
case should Ik? fixtxl for each day to j>r(»vide against the ftiilure of cases 
to come up for hearing, through death of juirties or other causes. 

(Ifi) Weekly lists of cases set down for hearing should l)e pieiwred 
at the end of every w<*ek. and the cases will W dealt with in the 
succmiing wwk. oixlinaiily in the (»rdei in which they have been set 
out in the list. 

(li) All applications fiir injunctions or for other interbicutory 
onltTM in which nii in olli.wcj should \m dealt with ind«*i>endently 

Ilf the pnMpediujrs for the iwnininition of the suit for trial and ahould 
not lie affe<*te<l by these rules. 


Farm far th* traiMmiiMn of th# ludionfo foM. 

4T. Il«i« Balwdur BHUFENORA NARAYAH SINHA, of Na«ii. 

PWl (a) Hm tho attention of the Ilon’hle Member in charge of the 
Revenue Depurtmeut be,>n drawn to the fact that in a|Mte of the new 
forma lioing preacribed by rules under the Bengal Tenancy Act ae 
omnndml for the tranamisaion of the landlord’s fees, old f^s are 
still being used causing great inconvenience to the parties concerned* 
(b) If the answer to (ol is in the affirmative, will the Hon’Uo 
Member be pleased to state what steps the Oovemment priHMMe to 
toke in the matterf 

Tho nmm» Bir frbvabm bhihiobr wi<rTeRt <«) ood (4> 

Q'mnuMot mo not awaie of tke facta atoted, bat srill «a.he ioanirioo 
it ipoatto eoMA m aHad. 



199^} BESOLUTIONS, m 

REtOLUTIONt 

(til MCtot of gsnorai puirfie intonti.) 

(The dieciiesion on the m^olution regrtmlinjr (o ttmead the 

Bengml Tenancy Law was then resumed,) 


2-45 p.m. 


BitNl JITENDRALAL BANNERJEEs As I was saying the other 
day, my resolution refers to two principal points. One, the question of 
salami and the right of pre-em{>tion, and the other the latidlords' right 
with regard to the enhancement of rent. As I hove subinitte<l, my 
fiotnts will show that the effect t»f these two provisions would W to 
render nugatorj^ the Bengal Tenancy (Amendimmti Art which was 
passed last year. One of the objects was to confer the right of tmns- 
tcrability upon occupancy holdings, but as a matter of fact, as a result 
of the combined effect of thew^ (wo provisions, that right has lieen 
taken away by these sections. Occuptmcy holdings wen> no! trans- 
ferable, but it is well knowrt that this ncm-transfenilnlity could be 


evaded in various ways and ox>nHiderable hanlships could l>e mitigated 
in each case by the sale of the holding. The hanlship would Im% miti- 
gut<Hl l>ecauHe the tenant would not be calbnl u|)on to jmy salami ; there 
iiught Ijo a private arrangiutieiit with the landlonl, as the tenant might 
e\tend the payment of the money (»vei a series of years. At present 
no transfer is possible, unles.** the teniuit is prefwre*! at the very time 
of the trajisuction to fsiy ..^(1 i>er cent, salatiii. The result has Imhmi a 
considerable decrease in tmnsfers, instead of facilitating the transfers. 
And one elotjuent rea‘*on was given by the Hoii’ble the hinaiice Member 
to-day when he admitted, most reluctantly, that a large dt^rrease in 
the revenue of the Kegislration Diqiart merit was due to the fact that 
there had been a falling off in transfer^ of r>ro|M‘rly as a n»siilt of the 
amended Bengal Tenancy Act. This fail sjieaks far more eUs|uently. 

I shall now pass on to the swond iKiint, namely, the question of the 
landlords* right of enhancement of rent. Here also. I shall try to 
point out how this question is boserl on a serious misroni^l»tion 
facts. In fact, it is a tragedy of ermrs fnm\ beginning to end. >V hen 
the Permanent Settlement was fwssed, the tenants were entitletl to pay 
a fixed rate off rent, and that fixed rate was the prmaililrg jiergana 
rate. The Permanent Settlement itself was a concihaUwv ptiMC of 
legislation, hut all the same even the authora of the Permanent Seill^ 
ment lacogaieed the fact that just as there should be a limitation in 
the denaad from landlords, so there should be a similar limitation in 
the ease of the ^miaad from the tenants. In fact, that was ctearly 
cMttemaiiied by the framers of the Permaaent SetUement. It was 
the mdiliiur euetom of the Oosremmeni, aad the existent of 
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fact, the very next year, in 1704, in Regtilation VII of 1794, it wae 
provided that the tenanie ehonid only pay at the cuatomary fixed per- 
^a rate, and that no enhancement ahould be demanded from t^m 
on any pretext whatever; fresh pattaa should not contain any provi- 
sion about enhancement of rent. That was the provision in Refla- 
tion VII, Then again, in 1822, the Government of India in address- 
ing the (^urt of Directors, said that it was unquestionably open to 
Government, in fixing its own demand, to fix the rate at which the 
•amindars may make their collections, and it was intended to make 
perpetual the rates existing at the time of the Permanent Settlement. 
The rule is of c(nirse obligatory on the xamindar. The Court of 
Directors fully agreed to this expression of opinion that 
the demand of the tenants should be as permanent as the 
demand on the zamindar, and at that very time the preparation of a 
record-of-right and a sui^’ey was kept in abeyance owing to the paucity 
of a class of officers known as Kanungoes. In any case, the survey 
and the preparation of a record-of-rights was never undertaken. But 
all the same the landlords* statutory recognition was never extended 
to the landlords, and such recognition was given for the first time in 
1859. When the present Bengal Tenancy Act was introduced in the 
liOgislative Council in 1888 Sir Ilhert Courtney admitted that this 
question of the landlords' right to receive enhancement was based on 
a clear misconception of historical facts. That was the admission of 
the then ITon’ble Memla^r in charge, and in the cours<» of the discus- 
sion on the Pernuuient St'ttlement, Sir Rivers Thompson, the then 
lieutenant (b^vernor, ina<le two pro^Kisals. One of them was to make 
occu|aincy holdings tmnsferuble — a proposal which was given effect to 
more than 40 years after. The other proposal was that legislative 
sanction to the lan<llords' right of enhancement of rent must be 
dropped ; there muNt be no further question of enhancement of rent. 
Unfortunately for the tenants of Bengal, neither of these proposals 
have ever l)een carried into law. There are certain facts which I 
•hall fdiu'e Iwfore the Council which will make the case clear, and 
show how far the tenants have suffered under the provisions of the 
Permanent HoUleinemt Regulation. When that Settlement was en- 
acted, the gnms tux from the tenants of Bengal was not more than 
275 lakhs of rupees : Government fix<Mi its demand at Rs. 2 crores 60 
lakhs, leaving Rs. 26 lakhs as the net profit of the landlord. The 
exact figures are not available, but the approximate ^gnrm will be 
sufficient for my purpose. The present gross taxation cannot amomit 
to less than Rs. 16 crores, but Government revenue still remains what 
it was; it is still oid^ Rs. 3 crores of rupees. Within the last 100 
years the net profit of the landlords has increased from Rs. 26 lakka to 
Ra. 13 crores, an unearned increment of 52 times, or 5,200 per oenl., 
whilst the State's revenue remains what it was. And lor this inoiw- 
meni of Rs. 13 crores, they have netUier toiled nor have they sfHui; 
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it iMi been made a present to the landlord by the vioariotts generosity 
of n < generous liberal, self-denying Government which has placed a 
seif-denying ordinance upon itself for the purpose of henehting their 
protdg^, the landlords of the countiy*. 

My proposal is an extremely modest one. What I suggt^st is that 
so long as the landlonls* demand remains fixed« let the tenants* demand 
also remain fixed. If the landlords contrilmte moi*e to the exchequer, 
we on our part are also willing to contribute, but so long as the land- 
lords |^rsi.st in remaining us drones and parasites of MK'iety on the 
community, we decline to Imtten them any further, and wo deelino to 
adroit that they have a divine right to grow fat and proapMous at the 
expense of the pcmr ^erfs of the country. A mere glance at the pro- 
visions of section 30 will show how unjust the sectitui is. (hie of the 
provisions is that the landlord is tt^ lie etititle<l to rtneixe enhancement 
even if the fertility of the land has incrt'osed by virtue of fluvial action, 
without any expense of lalxnir, industry^ or eiiergj' on liia part, or 
anything that he has done — the man has done nothing for the lust 100 
years. I admit that in many res|>ects the condition of the tenants has 
improved and that he is lietter off, but the price of finxl has increasml 
and the cost of living has also increased. Leaving (hi^ qm^aliou of 
the cost of living aside, and the question of increuscil prices of food 
crops, has the xaruimbir done anything on his jniii to iiun^ jlho 
fertility of the soil, or improve mutters at ally Has he dug any Wf^N. 
or excavated any tanks, or built any embankments y Ho has done 
nothing. If the tenant has benefited in any way, it is not due to 
anything that the landlord has done, but it is Ibe I ax 

Brittanica. The landlord has no part in the increase of the fertility 
of the soil and the iioTease in the price of the crops which has l>een of 
benefit to him and will c<»ntinue t<i give him more lienefit for years to 
come. If every' 15 years the lumllord will l»e entitled aiitonuitically to 
demand an enhancement at the rate of 121 ’ of 

100 years his profit will Is* doubled without any ex|a*iiditure of money 
or energ>* on his jiort. My projaisal is that this kind of thing ought 
to be stoppwi. If there is any sense of justice in the British Govern- 
ment, there must lie a new' Permanent .Settlement to reilress the griev- 
ances of the tenants. The old Settlement was for the Iwnefit of the 
landlords, and there must lie a new «»ne for the benefit of the tenants. 
So long as the landlord does not contribute more, the tenants will not 
contribute more. legislation is required for this very modest reason- 
able demand. 

1 do not know what the fate of my resolution will be; most prth 
bnblr mv proposal will be lej^ted because the tenants' political i^on- 
•CMmsaeiw is iwd being amused. Their representatives are not hew% 
while the hostile interests ol the landlords are most adequately ^ 
Mr mpteieiited. I have a fkint hope as regards my frienda to the left 
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who call ihcmselven the peoples^ pA>^y — it ie their new name and I wish 
them joy of the name, and I hope they will justify the title that* thev 
have asHumed, tmd that they will live up to it. I hope it will not be 
said that they have sou^^ht to disgruise Iheir identity under a party 
lal>el. So fur as the Government is concerned, they have to recognise 
the fact that they have now arrivcnl at the cross>roads. It is idle to 
say that there is no class war in the countiy. There is a class war, there 
is an eternul conflict l)etwe<‘n the rich and the poor, between those who 
have vested inter€*sts, and those who have no interests, vested or 
protf*et«*<l, and it is up to the (lovemment to answer in this eternal 
eonfliet which side they will sup]M>rt. Will they hold the scales even, 
or heavily weiglited in favcmr of those who are well able to support 
theinselves. wh(» cun protw l themselves by suix*rior education, superior 
organisation, by virtue of their larger and weightier representation in 
the legislature y The Government of this country is sometimes 
frighf4*ne<l at the [Mditicnl ngitution now gcHngon. I myself have taken 
part in it, and I km»w that this jiolitical agitation has l)een aJl>ortive 
up till iKkW, luMause it has been confined to a small group of the la/ef/i- 
ffvnnm: lw*hiiid them tliere has not l)een any solid group of the masses, 
but once the mass^'s la^gin to susjH»ct the intentirms of the Government, 
and feel that in their tlemand for justice the (tovernment is not t>ehind 
them 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. I am afraid you are touching upon 
matters which are lK‘vond the scope of your resolution. 

Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERdEE: (Vrtainly. Sir. 1 did not 
think that 1 was in a court of law. 1 siieuk subject to correction; if 
you think 1 have travelled tcMi far lieyond the s<‘Oj»e of this resolution, 
then 1 have nothing moi'e to add. 

3 p.m. 

Mr. BARAT KUMAR ROYS 1 fail to understand with what object 
in view Mr. Bannerjee introduces this resolution when quite recently 
all these questions were keenly discmssed in this Council and several 
changes were introiluced in the Bengal Tenancy Act, unless it is to 
atiac'k that sei'tion of his countrymen known as tamindars. 

Regarding the abolition of the right of pnsemption. This is 
effective check against the raiyats stating false values of their hold- 
ings in the deeds of sale. Already dishonesty on the part of raiyats 
in the exertdse of the right of transfer grant«Hl to them by the recent 
amendments of the Bengal Tenancy Act is, I am afraid, rampant, 
a.g., frequemw of sales of undoubtedly occupancy holdings under false 
recitali of mokarari. 8o over and above this if the right of pre-empcten 
is abolished, jnstice reqniiee that the landlords should he given the 



KESOLTTTIONS. 


151 


im} 

xiflit of contesting the fairness and adequacy of the price stated in the 
K$h§las. This, however, would he an expensive procedure and would 
prove ruinous both to the landlords and to the tenants, and the latter, 
I am afraid, will be greater sufferers. Ruinous increase of litigations 
is the duty of the State to ehe<'k. 

Again by abolition of the right of preemption naturally btddiiigs 
will be sold at fictitious prices, much less than their actual values, 
with the effect that the State will also W loser in the sha|ie of stamp 
duty. 

The money-lenders and other capitalists will also not l»e slow in 
taking advantage of the withdrawal <»f thi-* wiiolesome check upon 
them and will l>e grabliers of lands, so that the jwwr raiyats for whose 
benefit Mr. Bannerjee thinks he is doing so much, will in reality l»e 
gradually landless. 

Regarding further induction of landlords* transfer fees, riimith, 
i.e., one-fourth proportion of purchase money has for a long time Wen 
levied on transfers by (s-cupancv luddings s<» that it had almost become 
a custom. It has nevertheless nlrtnidy Wen reduced to a certain extent 
and no ca.se has Wen made out for further reduction. (Perhaps 
Mr. Bannerjee is not unaware that the xamindars have to keep up an 
elaWrate system of books for keeping accounia of jamM, etc. This 
means employment of amins, ]>atwars and clerks, etc., by the land- 
lords, and each mutation of names entails several entries, cotwlions 
and opening up of new accounts, not to speak of the troubles and 
Wtheratiofis as well as of risks run by the landlords in admitting 
strange and perhaps undesinihle persons as tenants.! Ki» the small 
fees the landlords get and which has Wen already reduced by legisla- 
lation, are not too much for them to demand from unknown new coiners. 
(Mr. Bannerjee ought to rememWr, that the aamindars are res|M>iisible 
to the State for farming the revenue and if they are unable U* prevent 
undesirable tenants to take posse.ssion of lands, they will W greatly 
hampered in the act of realising rents and thus paying (l«.verijme«t 
revenues regularly. > 

Again if transfer fees W fixed at n nominal rate or aWdutely 
abolished as Mr. Bannerjee even hinti*<l. then naturally there would W 
frequent transfers of such holdings. Land would pass awav frem the 
liAnds of the cultivating class to the money-lenders, capitalists and 
exploiters of lands, leaving the cultivators in the position of landless 
day labourers, and the history' of Rome will repeat itself. T appeal 
to the raiyats to consider whether this wholesome check, which though 
aeemingly put some money into the pockets of the landholders, are not 
really necessary for safeguarding their own interests. 

Biegarding enhanoemant of rent. In Hindu and Muhaminsdap 
Hmw the Ignd revenue wna taken in kind on the basis of actual prodinse. 
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fo it lojric^ally followed that with tha iiicmae of prodooe the 
ciiHira tor(» were liable to pay proportionately more. The proposed 
resolution is, therefore, in theory unsound and unwarranted either by 
histoiy, tra<lition or rustoin. At no time was the cultivator entitled 
to retain the whole Wnefit of the increase<l yield or value, so I bepr to 
submit Sir, that the existing law on enhancement is sound in principle. 

In the majority of rases the cultivators have over them middle-men 
or tenure-holders. Tlie resolution does not propose to restrict the 
rights of these tenure holders to enhance the rental of the raiyats 
under section 30 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, and, therefore, in the 
majority of the cases there will be no relief, as intended for the raiyats, 
by the resolution. Only an invidious distinction between the zamin- 
dnrs and the tenure-holders will be introduced. While on the other 
hand, if the tenui-e-holders be obstructed to enhance rents of their 
raiyats, the middle-class of Bengal, which form majority of Hindu and 
Muhammadan tenure-holders, will be wiped out of existence. So this 
part of the rc‘solution is conceived in a mischievous spirit indefensible 
in principle ami unwarranted by history'. No case can he made out 
for the harsh and unjust treatment of the zamindars. T, therefore, 
appeal to the Hous4‘ not to entertain this ill-conceived resolution. 


Maulvi iYED MAdID BAK8H: After the resolution was so 
eloquently moved by my friend, Mr. Bannerjee, with an eloquence of 
which be alone is capable and after the sorry incident which compelled 
him to stop, it will not 1 m‘ proper for me to go to that length to which 
he was going. But I shall come to my point right off. I would like 
to remind my zamindar friends that they are living under a delusion. 
The provision of 20 jier cent, or of any other sum that has been provided 
for in the Bengal Tenancy Act is illusory'. The very statement of the 
Hon’ble Revenue Meml)er shows that there has lieeii much leas transac- 
tion on this basis than there should have been. The zamindars there- 
fore are not getting what they thought they would get. On the 
contrary, if my information is correct, instructions have been sent by 
the Registration Department to sub-registrars that if a tenant describes 
himself otherwise than he is there will be a bar to the registration of 
his documents and as a result of this many tenants who are really 
occupancy raiyats and who would pay the dues of the zamindars, if 
they describe themselves otherwise than they are, they are not deprived 
of their right of registration. The Bengal Tenancy Act is a perffclioiiiz 
piece of legislation amazing in its perfidiousness and astonishing in ite 
extent of misappropriation of the zamindars. I would, therefore, 
suggest to my zamindar friends not to look to the gain which they do 
not derive on this t>aais but accept this modest resolution so that even 
the small reduction that is indicated here will ultimately prove profit- 
mUe to them and they will not be deprived of it by fraudulent means. 
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Ulttalt^ly when the sum total is made up they will find that they 
are gitBem by this reeolntion than under the Bengal Tenaney Act, 

The Bengal Tenancy Act is a misnomer: it is the Bengal Zamin- 
dars’ Act; many privileges that the samindars did not possess before 
are embodied in this piece of legislation. Many questions had ariseia 
before but no question can arise now. To those questions I will make 
no reference here. My friends shrewd as they are, shrewd businessmen* 
and shrewd samindars as they are, they understand it very well. 
Many questions that w'ere obscure before this piece of legislation waa 
passed have been made clear now from which the tenants have no* 
escape. The tenants — please pardon me for using an expression which 
may not have any relation to the present debate, the tenants are lieing 
led under this Act in triumph, under the triumphant chariot of the 
Kfiinindars just as (^msar mounted in triumph the capitol at Home, with 
his victims in chains. 

This is an Act which is full of omissions so far as the rights of 
tenants are concerned. As regards some of the points which one of 
my friends has raised I have not been able to note it down. It is saiif 
that in making provisions like these Government have discharged their 
duty in checking unnecessary litigation. On the contrar>', I think 
it has increased litigation. The snmindar has got to establish his 
right to share in the transfer money wherever and whenever a tenant 
descril)es himself otherwise and ewajies n*gistrntion. It has, Sir, 
increased litigation the end of which nobody yet knows and nolaidy 
(an foretell. 

As regards enhancement iny friend who spoke before me has sniif 
that the enhaniement is a matter of course, becouse in the ancient 
historic periods both under the Hindus and Muhammadans the timanta 
had to pay a shore of their produce. Quite so; but he forgets the other 
side of the picture. If the land did not produce anything for a number 
of years, what did they do? That side of the picture he has safely 
ignored; they paid only in prosperous years. If that fact he recognisedf 
then only will there ^ something in the analogy but '‘heeds I win, 
tails you lose" — that is the argument which has Wn advanced by my 
friend who preceded me. 

Sir, this is a controversy which seems to me unseemly. The (enanla 
and aamindars should not be at loggerheads with ea<’h other on thia 
point. The lamindars are in affluence and many of them have morr 
money than they know what to do with it. They should save the poor 
tenants from misery and hunger by relinquishing some of the portiott 
they are getting from the land. Tour annual income nobody seeks ia 
deemae; only give up those additional things that you think you arr 
getting but of which you are from day to day defrauded hy varkm# 
ira3ri. la that a very' big thing that is aeked of youf T would like Iw 
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#ay to my xamindar fnendd tliai tkey should rather lead the tenants 
and not be led by them. So long the tenante haTO looked upon 
xamiudarH aH their protectors and guides. So, why do you, in 
exchange for this dignified position, run after illusory shadows P 

5-15 p.m. 

Histoiy^ shows instances of sacrifice on the part of the landlords in 
ibis country as well as in other countries. If you look at the history 
of Japan, if you b>ok at the history of Turkey, you will see that th« 
shf>guns in Japan voluntarily gave up their claims to their lands, and 
the landed proprietors in Turkey relinquished all their lands and went 
to the front in the time of war. Neither the Shoguns in Japan noi 
the landed propnetors in Turkey have become extinct. I would asl 
the ^.aiiiindars here to show a generous attitude 

Mr, PRESIDENT; Order, order. I have not the least intention. 
Ifaulvi iSahib, to check the flow of your rhetoric, but I am afraid I 
must ask you to confine yourself to the resolution. Up till now your 
remarks have been very' general. 

MmiIvI SYED M^dlD BAK8H; I submit, Sir, I am within my 
rights to make general remarks. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The meml>er must speak on the restdution and 
on the resolution only. 

Mftulvl SYED MAJID DAKSH: I was going to submit, Sir, that in 
ihest* ('lausen of the Hengal Tenancy Act some lienefii is reserved for 
ihe lamindars, but if you think that I nm not entitled to make general 
remarks, I will sit down. 

iaNu SATISH CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: 1 oppose the 
resolution moved by the hon*hle member. He has invoked loth 
principle and experience in support of his motion. I will. Sir, oppose 
“it on the very* same grounds. 

The principle I rely on is not the same as his but a different 
principle, but it is principle and sound principle none the less. 

The hon^ble gentleman, a learned professor and an erudite scholar, 
has fallen into a serious error in trying to revive controversies buried 
long ago to the relief of all concerned — I mean the controversy regard* 
ing who ihs owner of the land is. It is a subject which no longer 
interests and ought to interest a legislator. It is for the antiqumrUui. 
Bui I am not afraid to face the controversy thus revived. We And 
that even when the village communities were holding the example of g 
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perfvet democratic organisation in tUe dim ages of the past— the 
relatMUi of tamindars and raiyats existed — the V. C.'s being in the 
position of landlords and the Paikasta raiyats the tenants. Then in 
the Mogul period although naturally the then foreign emperors 
attempted to come in direct contm t with the cultivaU»rs, they far from 
succeeded in this, on the* contra ly set up mi«ldleineii like rajas and 
samindars. The Badshahi sanads held hy our am ient Kamindars aiv 
positive jmiof of this. ! do not deny that interpivtation diffei-s with 
regard to their exact iinjMiris. But they establish the existeme of 
samindars with real rigid . When the Knglish came they would 
naturally build tm old toundutions instead of haxurdiitg a new ex|>en- 
ment, and .so they did. They pr<M'luinied the xaininduis the proprietors 
of the soil and for the last years (hey hav** Ihh'U so priKdainieil and 
this has gone practically uiu hallcnged till a sc holar and an anti(|uurian 
<ame on the scene, ('all it treaty rights, call it hy what name you 
pleast*, it is u sac red cddigatioii w hic h cannot lie c hallenged hy any 
party without creating a sense of grievous wrong and injustice. 

The only practical application of the* th«'c»rv of ownership now is 
in the question of transferability. Here again it ia fairly clear that 
our ancient system did not encourage transferability. The Paikasta 
raiyats were admittedly more tenants-at-will and tlu* Khudkaatas could 
only enjoy and inherit. T( is only Act X of 1859 whicdi fc»r the first time 
levelled up these clas.ses and invested all witli occupancy rights, 
altogether obliterating the distinction lM*(ween Paikasta and Khndkasta. 

Sinc e then the landloicis are losing and the tenanU gaining steadily 
^ and surely and I would sav rapidly too. The hoirhle memlxcr say» 
by these later legislations only mistakes were being corrected. I dis- 
pute it. It is the march of events and march of ideae wdiich are 
forcing the hands of Government to raise the status of tenants and the 
enlightened landlords of Bengal foli<»wing the time spirit, have l)een 
an acquiescing party to this amelioration of the lot of tenants at con- 
aiderable sacrifice of rights, privileges and money. 

The Act of 1885 tc»ok away the last vestige of the powers and 
privileges of landlords relegating them to the position of mere tax 
collectors writh a sfdatium in the shape of the rustoniaiy salami. 

Naturally, therefore, when the last amending Act was put on the 
anvil or rather c*ontemplated, the landholding class apprehending utter 
amuhilation raised a strong pndest. The Government hail, therefore, to 
be very careful and never in the history of legislation did a Govern- 
ment show greater caution and deliberateness. 

The amending Act is the result of 8 years labour (1921-28) of ib# 
•bloii representatives of tenants and other interests and of know* 
cKXperta in land laws. That is quite well known to this House 
rmiuixm no^recapitnlation. 
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What is more it wa« a compromise measure by wbieb ike landed 
interests were deprived of the very valuable rights which they had 
enjoyed for a century and half. These rights were generously given 
op to purchase peace and, as it was then hoped, lasting peace. But 
before the year is out, before one has hardly gained any experience 
of the working of the Act, it is now proposed to our utter surprise to 
bring about the most fundamental change in the scheme of the Act. 
In fart it is proposed to entirely nullify the fruit of those labours and 
rekindle the eniWs of a dead controversy. I might go so far as to 
say that it wrmld l>e challenging the wisdom of a very recent decision 
of this House. Should the legislature, should this august body so 
light heartedly undo their own work in so short a time? On principle 
it should not do so. 

The hon’hle member appeals to experience. It is possible that 
experience has lM*en gathered in so short a time to justify such a 
drastic change P If any has been gained, that would go to show that 
the tenants have gained immensely. All these arguments were useil 
during the discussion of the amending Act; but the hon’ble member 
does not show how the argument is supported by recent facts. No 
data has l>een cited worth the name. On the contrary I assert that 
the tenants have gained immensely. 

(1) The pun huser used to pay salami Wfore the Act. He does pay 
it now too, hut much less. 

(2) He is now free from the fear of the landlord because the fear 
of pre-emption cannot check him as he is assured even in case of pre- 
emption of a 10 per cent, profit in two months which any greedy^ 
money-lender would covet. 

If anything, it is the landlords who have been handicapped and 
who are not getting all they bargained for. For example the co- 
sharer landlords are having their salami money detained in 
colle<*torate. The tenant does not put the names of all the landlords 
in the notice or wrongly puts the names and the landlord is faced with 
• protracted litigatiim. The hon'ble member cannot in one breath 
challenge the Permanent Settlement as having made the land revenue 
inelastic and in the same breath ask that the raiyats’ rent should be 
fixed in perpetuity. Once it is made permanent this source becomes 
inelastic for ever and must endure even when the landlords — the 
middlemen — are effaced. What do the exponents gain then? 

Can the hon^ble gentleman make enhancement a grievance — ^ia it 
a real grievance requiring remedy? I^t us see. If the annual value 
of the produce of a bigha of land be considered, the rent which the 
tenant payt to the landlord will be found to be lees than l/20th of the 
value of the produce. In Menu’s time the tenant used to pay 1 /#th of 
the value of produce to the king annually. The famous asaessment ^ 
Todur Mull fixed the rent at 1 /3rd the value of the produce annually. 
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tenants are firaciktaUy enjoying the millenium now osring to 
the Permanent Settlement in Bengal. By renewing the bdler of 
middlemen whose power of enhancement is so hide*bonnd and restriot'* 
ed by the provisions of section 30 of the Bengal Tenancy Act, the 
tenants will be exposed to the full fury of direct increase of rent by 
the legislature. If he would compare the condition of tenants of 
Bengal with that of the tenants of any other provim^e he will find 
that he has been advocating for the ruin of the tenants. If our 
tenants suffer that is not because, hut in spite of the Permanent Settle- 
ment; and that is owing to the destruction of our industries, crafts and 
trades. The hon’ble member knows as much as any body else who are 
responsible for their present miseries, but the hon'ble member it seems 
dare not speak out. 


The last Act was a compromise measure and Government played 
a leading part in that compromise and the ti'easury Wnch, therefore, 
cannot but now oppose the resolution. T believe and I know that the 
to-morrow belongs to the peasants and w^orkers. I for one will 
welcome the day when they will play a master role in shaping the 
destinies of this countIy^ Nay, I believe, the nation cannot come by 
its own until the peasants and workers take their stand by us in <nir 
struggle for natural freedom. Hut, Kir, if Iw who will play the master 
role, the dictator’s port to-morrow, should he not W advised to eieirise 
self-control and to inspire confidence in others by l)ebaving in a way 
which their high coming destiny demand of them instead of behaving 
like Oliver Twist and cry for more and more from hands which, how- 
ever, are too willing to give. I would, therefore, appeal to the hon’hlc 
member not to pn*ss the resolution. 

3-30 p.m, 

Rgja Bahadiir BHURiNDRA NARAYAN BINHA, of Natlil|Nirt 1 

do not desire, at the present moment, to discuss the merits or demerits 
of the question. The whole question is whether it is desirable for us 
to follow the old principle which has been just enunciated by my 
friends on both aid^ of the House or whether we should art ai^cording 
to present times and circumstances. The Bengal Tenancy (Amend- 
ment) Act has been jiassed not about a year and a half. It has (some 
into operation only a few months ago. 1 think it would he the most 
unwiaa police— I may even say most dangerous policy—if we venture 
to amend any of the sections of the Act without even giving the A<*t 
a fair trial and without waiting for a reaeonahle time to see the 
working of the Act. This Act was the outcome of a mature deltbera- 
tion and diacuMion in tbis Hoase by the most able men who took a great 
dial of intorost to shape and mould the Act. H wt now try to change 
smr of the.seettons of the Act which the best talent of iba Hoase 



BESOLITTIONS. 


[IOth Feb. 


108 

motildf^d and for which they have laboured for years, I can say so— 
not of months and days but of years— -in shaping the Act and framing 
the sections, then we will be dishonouring them. As my friend has just 
observed we will be dishonouring our own House if we try to amend or 
( haiige or alter the sections. Sir, I admit that there will be sections 
which may require amendment later on but not before we are thoroughly 
( onvinced that the working of the sections has some practical difficulties 
and after they have been in the working for some reasonable time and 
not before that are we in a position to alter or to make any amendment 
to any of the sections. Sir, to my mind the Government is the proper 
authority to bring any amendment in the near future if it be required 
for, I am afraid, it will not be possible for any private individual to 
gather so many facts and figures which are required to satisfy the 
House. Secondly, there are other things, at the time the Act w'as pass- 
ed there was a mutual agreement and a compromise between the tenants 
and zamindars and the samindars have sacrificed their old vested rights 
without lukitig a single pie as compensation. There is no law any- 
where in eh is world where the right of any person has been transferred 
without affonling Hde<iuate and reasonable compensation, but the land- 
lords of liengal have made a compromise w'ith the tenants in order to 
strengthen the relations l>etwe«*n the landlords and tenants. That is 
why they were willing to part with their vested rights. Moreover, they 
have agreed to give the right of transferability of holdings to tenants. 
If w© now try to alter or to modify those tenns we shall certainly be 
dishonouring the solemn terms whic h we have settled in this Couik*!! 
after rrmtiire delilieration and 1 think ae would not l)e 
justified ill doing so. It would not l»e fair to the partie.s con- 
cerned. We w’ould lie running a great risk if we try to amend any of 
the wctioiiH of the Act and it would lie unfair to our party and to others 
at well. With these few remarks I Wg leave to opjMise the motion. 

MmiIvI AiOUL HAKIM: Sir, in support of danses 1, 3 and 4 of 
this important resolution 1 beg to adduce the following reasons for tho 
consideration of the H(»use. First of all I want to summarise the evil 
effects of the right of pre-emption obtained by the landlords, l^canda 
are the only assets upon which the lives of tenants cbiefly depend. A 
tenant lo%es his land more than he loves his own wife and children. In 
the eye of reason, equity and justice, the right, title and interest in 
lands should lie with the tenants and not with the pre se n t landlords as 
the raiyats are the actual cultivators of their lands and the Inndlorde’^ 
duty is eim|dy to collect rente and ceases on behalf d Oovnnunant. 
Hence the landlords should not interfere with the free tmnsfer of 
laiyati holdings by right of preemption or in aty other manner whnt- 
soever. 

The Permanmit Seftiement is the historic Unhiler Hml hne bemt 
oceamittedi by Oerenunent upon the land qeattion ol leng«l» inaimmAt 
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0 $ it hm deprived millions of raiyats not only of thrif proprietary 
rifflit Iwt have laid stone foundations for many sort® of unjiml 
realittdions from the wretched tenants. Over and above that the rijrht 
of preemption is nothinir but a nea’ edition to the (‘hapter of wron|t 
(loingfs nnd unjust realiaations that are beinfr daily committed upon tha 
tenants. It is the most dangrerous a^eapon uriven in the hands of land- 
lords for increasingf not only the rates of rent but also for realiiinir un- 
fair transfer fee and other unjust claims accordinjr to their own de^i^e 
by actually ousting? the tenant from his pun hased laud or by puttinjr 
him in fear of ousting that land. 1 may assure this auprtist House 
that even at this infant sta^ of the Heugal Tenancy (Amendment) Act 
a large number of pre-emption cases have already app«»ared both at my 
own district as well as in other parts of the province. The present Itind- 
lortls are nothing but rent and cess colUn'tors of the soil and it is the 
raiyatfl who have been cultivating and living upon their lands since the 
(reation of mankind. Is it not, therefore, just and projier that these 
natural children of the soil .should be called proprietors of their lands, 
if there be any such proprietors of land under (fovernment? An<I is 
it not proper that if Permanent Settlement is at all deemed pro|>er it 
"iKmld have l>een grunted to the raiyuts and not to the MM’alled land- 
lords?. By the amendment of the Bengal Tenamy Act the raiyata 
wanted bread but have received stones instead. Some swtions of this 
amended Act contain fraud and diplomacy of the mo**t inert ilcsa 
' haracter and instead of improving the real status of the raiyuts help 
only to devise easy means for .natisfying unjust claims ufion the help- 
less tenants in the shape of new legislation. It has legalised transfer 
tee or salutation fee which w'as declared unfair and illegal at the time 
of grunting Permanent Settlement to the so-4*nlled landlords; one lau- 
not but l>e surprised if he imagines the huge amount of n^alisatioiis 
from the wret4‘hed tenants in the shajH* excessive rents, tninsfer fee, 
tahori and other sorts of realisations behind the curtain (tahori is a 
sort of bribe taken by landlords’ officers from the raiyats at the time 
when raiyats take settlement of their purt^hased lands). From certain 
sta4isticii I am aware that the total n*alixations by landUmls from the 
tenants amount to more than 40 crores of nij>ees per year. If it be 
true, is there any instance of su<‘h a thrilling exploitation and mis- 
appropriation of pubUe money in any of her country civilised or 
uncivilis^ in the history of the world? Owing to such exploitations 
millions of raiyats have been renderwi landless and have Ihuju compel- 
led to leave their homes with tears in their eyes and seek their daily 
bread in the deep jungles of Assam. 

I, tlmreloffe, vidismently oppose the iandim^* right of pre-emption 
as mentioaed in the resolution. As regards clause 2 of this reeoluiioft 
negatduig ikn reduction of transfer fee, 1 adi of opinien that the land* 
hmin ase eatitled to fealbe only fenls or cesses from the tonanU which 
fM Mihinif hut public jEoimy and there shonid h» no rhyme or retsom 
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why the landlord* should realise for themaelveB transit lee or saluta- 
iion fee whi<-h can never be called public money and which never goes 
io Government treaeury for the administration of the province. I abo 
remind you all that this transfer fee is not even warranted by the 
Permanent Settlement granted to the landlords as Magna Charta ot 
their rights upon the lands of tenants. In case of transfer of raiyati 
holdings the landlords are entitled to realise the aelf-eame amount of 
rents and not a farthing less from the new transferee even. And 1 can- 
not think why the tenants should pay any transfer fee. while the land- 
lords do not pay any transfer fee in their turn to Government, who 
really their landlord, when their estates are sold Or transferred in any 
other manner. At any rate the landlords should not be entitled to 
realise transfer fee from their tenants. My friend Mr. Bannerjee has 
made an error in principle by admitting in a manner the legality of 
the transfer fee, however small it may l>e. I may add here that All 
Bengal Praja ('onference held in January last at Kishenganj has drawn 
spetdal attention of all the members of this House to have the transfer 
ft»e totally abrogated from the Tenancy Act. 

3-45 p.m. 

I. therefore, strongly oppose the principle adopted by my respectable 
friend regarding the transfer fee mentioned in his resolution. 

As regards the enhancement of raiyati rents I humbly submit that 
there should l)e no legislation for further increasing the rents paid by 
the raiynts as long as the land re%’eniies of the landlords are fixed for 
ever. The cadastral sun’cy shows that the landlords of Bengal realise 
about 14 crores of rui>ee8 by way of rents every year while they pay to 
'Government a total revenue of not more than four crores of rupees 
j>er year. Is there any justification for appropriating this gigantic 
.iiinount of alsmt Rs. 10 crores of public money for their own UBeP 
Was this huge margin kept apart for their own use at the time of 
granting Permanent Settlement in the year 1793? Is not this huge 
margin more than impn>|>er in consideration of the fees which they 
4>nghi to receive for their labour as rent collectors? I beseech the 
landlords c»f Bengal to think seriously at this time of democratic age 
why they should exploit or misappropriate for themselves such an 
unusual amount of rents simply on the ground that they collect rent 
and cesses on behalf of Government. This colomal margin is also 
nothing but public money and should go to the hands of Government 
for helping the administration of the country. Under the circumstances 
mentioned above, I find no earthly reasons why any legislation should 
be made lor further enhancement of raiyati rents in the province of 
Bengal. In fact, sufferance hie become the badge of the poor and 
helpless tenants most of whom are no better than so many dumb 
animals graaing in the field*. And if poverty be the prime reaeon fiar 
it, let a ]dacard be hung at the door of this CouBoii Houat tluM no 
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jusliCi i« to be done to tbe poor and belpless tenantu and no right i« 
to be bad without any might, but in the decree of the Almighty Judge 
poverty and might are considered alike in the Imlance of justice, I, 
therefore, as an humble messenger of tenants do appeal to all the 
respectable members of this honourable House that you all will (Hmsider 
the aforesaid reasons and support clause 1, 3 and 4 of the resolution, and 
shall vehemently oppose the unjust transfer fee. for saving the tenants 
from further exploitations and extortions to be committed by landlords 
upon tbe millions of helpless and benighted tenants of Bengal. 


Mr. lldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: T will not try to iinmitate tbe 
language of the messenger}^ of the tenants m some of the raiyatjs* 
representatives described themselves. Bern use 1 f**el that the language 
does more harm to the cause both of the tenants as well as of the land- 
lords than the rights of pre-emption, sulanii and enhuiH^inent put 
together. Sir, I have nf» (juarrel with my friend Balm Jiteiidmlal 
Bannerjee if he has moved this motion imly to justify his connection 
with the Praja p«i*ty or if he aunts to see his name appearing in the 
moriiing newsjMipers with Indd headlines as a saviour f>f the tenants 4»f 
Bengal. 1 do not grudgi* him this fdeusui-e. 

SMhi dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Thanks for the kindness. 


Mr. BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: But if he means biisiness. 1 
W 4 mld certainly nsiuest the House and the (loveiimient to set their 
fa<H‘ against the pnijsisal. As have Wn pointtMl out by Bnbu Satish 
€bandra Knv (’howdhury and the Itaja Bahadur of Xashipur the 
amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act was the result of a compromise. 
The landlords have .Macrifiied H4»me of their rights and lui^ited larme 
safeguards in return; the tenants have been ^ven certain cimcessions 
and they have Ih^h called iifion to make certain compulsory poymenta. 


Mr. Bannerjee has described tbe Permanent BetUement as baaed 
on a serious miscom-eption of historical facts. 8ir. it might tie ao. 
I am not a historiuii and I do not venture to c|iieslion tbe 
But certainly the Permanent Settlement aa it stands is ^ 
and nobody has got the right to challenge it ao Icmg it 

book. Mr. Bannerjee’s reaolution recoinmenils to the f^erni^ 

Bmg^ !«..«*>• Art iududin^ .he right of pr^wp..""- 

. o.* Ouuir. ft i. oW «. ae J 

iZLma in the ori^iiml do-p-teh of the^ er«m.Bt ol ^ 

th« art rt Ifandi, urn. in which th« Ooven^f 
ttmnnffy l.«i*l.tiow to the 8«!»rt.iy ^ Strte. riAtTof 

rtdmd m th« oal.v artegnud to IsDdlotd • intoPMt il tfc* 
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trandferabiiity wait to be conferred on the tenants as early as in the 
year 1884. The Ben^pil Tenancy (Amendment) Act of 1928 was tht* 
result of a lon^ and mature deliberation; there was Sir John Kerr's 
sfMH’ial commrMeci and two Select Committees, and they all came to 
the one and the same conclusion, vis., that if the rijfht of trausfei- 
ability was to be conferred on the occupancy raiyats there must also 
W some safeguards to prote<*t the rights of the landlords. These com- 
mittees could not improve on what was suggested by the Oovemnieut 
of India in the year 1884. 

Sir, iny friend Bubu Jitendralal Bannerjee forgets the distinction 
between the occuptincy raiyats and the raiyats at fixed rent. He 
suggests that the raiyats' rent should not be increased so long the 
landlords' revenue is fixe<l. When the Permanent iSettlemeni wa> 
introduced the tenants were given exactly coi+esponding rights of the 
fixity of rent and they or their successors in interest still enjoy that 
privilege. Mr. Bannerjee ignores the fact that the predec’essors oi 
the present o<cuimiicv raiyats did not exist when only i of Bengal 
was under cultivation in 1798 and the much maligned landlords spent 
their money and energy* in bringing the remaining J under culti- 
vati<in. The lainllords iiidu(*ted tenants — the pi'edecessors of tiie pre- 
sent occupancy raiyats — so they are now^ entitled to increase the rents 
w^hen the tenants get higher profits. The incivase of rent and the 
transfer fee which the landlords now claim ai‘e nothing but deferred 
rent. He would have got much higher rent for his land but for the 
future tiunsfer fee ainl the right of enhancement which he had reserved 
1<i himsidf. In suWlausi* 8 of Mr. Bannerjt'e’s resolution he sug- 
gests that there should he no increase of rent under section 80 of the 
Bengal Teiiuncy Act. 1 venture to submit. Sir, that this provision 
alsmt enhutuenient of ix»nt is the most equitable one. There are three 
ciaust^s of the sec'tiim. Sul>-section (a) lays down that where the 
rent |Niid by the temuit is lielow the prevailing nUe of rent xdP •the 
locality he should be asked to |Hiy rent eciual to that paid by other 
tenants in that Im'aiity, this is only fair and equitable why one tenant 
should |wy less while others pay more. Under sub-<dause iff) of the 
scM'tion the landlord is entitled to demand a share of the increased 
profit of the tenant on atxcmtiit of the ris** in the j>rice of the jftaple 
food <*rops. The landlords* share is not more than two to three annas 
in the nipee; so that. 18 annas are left to the tenant and only 8 annas 
goes to the landlord. Everybody on earth expects higher return from 
investments, why should not the poor Bengal landlord who invested 
his hard-earned money in taking settlement or in reclaiming oe in 
purehaaing his estate. Kub-clause (r) of the section pttmdes that 
the landlord wiH be entitled some increment of land when the f^Kty 
of the land is increased at the landlord's expense; can anythiiir ^ 
vume lair ahd jnolf 
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file sainindars took a great rink in aceopting the PermautNit Settle- 
iiietti. They were given 10 per cent, of the income from land and 90 
jiei* cent. wa« reserved to the Government. The result waa that nniat 
(►f the big aamiudarj’ estutes were j<old within a few years of the l*ei> 
iiianent Settlement. In support of this I Mhall quote from a very 
high authority. The immediate effect of the Settlement can best be 
described by quoting remarks on the subject of no less an authority 
than Sir John Campbell in the Administration He|K>rt of lieitgal for 
the year 1872-73. He says:— 

“There was widespreiul default in the |a»ymeiit of Govetnmeiil dues 
and extensive ronsetineiit sale*^ of estate or |sirts of estate for recover)' 
of arrears under the unlsMiding system intriHhued in 1793. In 
1790-97 lands hearing a total revenue of sikka ru|MH*v 14,1H,750 wen» 
Mdd for arrears of revenue, and in 1797-9S the revenue lands so sold 
amounted to sikka mjiecvs 22,74,070. By the end of the »eiitury the 
greater portion of the estates orf Nadia, Uajshahi, Bishmipur and 
Dinajpnr Rajas hud Ihhmi alienatnl. The Burdwan Kstate was seriously 
ciqqded: and the Birbhuni Zainindarv was eom|iletely ndned. A host 
nf smaller xamindars shared (he same fate. In fact, it is srarcid> tm> 
much to say that within the ten years that iiiimcHi lately follicwed the 
Permanent Settlement, a complete revolution took place in the con- 
stitution and ownership of the estate which formed the subps t of the 
Settlement.” 

ThiH. Sir. fullv i.ruvoM the e(re<( of tho Poriimneiit .Settlomrnt und 
wha( n'nU the lamllor.1. una(‘r<<K.k in arooptinir Soitlomonl . 

A voiCK : You U*g the <iuestion. 


Mr. BODY BRABAO BIRCH BOY I Hut an 1 «.i<l I am i.«i tor 
Muarrel. I am for ..are, I la-K of mV fn.-,... Mr. 

hi. aupportrn. not to pn-.. for tho-u. aincndmnnt.. The Bonpal Tenam 
Act wa, amended only one year a^o. and however much ^ 

i,. 

them*- Doe* it not show on the other hand that ‘b'-V »»»* 

t ri .h. oT tranafer of the tenant, and only 

p«.e«ptM« when it wa. abmdulely neoeawry otherw.ae not. 

Sir. Mr. Syrf Maiid Bnkdi aaya that tU law of ‘ 

parlidina. pJTrf legiaUtion and the land^ ‘"Llf iTw 

Muntented that the landiorda ahedd «P •“ "A**** 

parfidow pieen el legWdlaa. 
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Maiilvi SYEO MAillD BAKSHs I say I wa« speaking* of the 20 pei 
cent. Malatni and not of the right of pre-emption. 

Hr* BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: I am much obliged to him. 
He MuggeHfed that even 20 per cent, salami should be given up because 
it was a perfidious piece of legislation. There may be perfidy in one 
or two c ases but of 100. Sir, is there any reason why the landlord^ 
should give up all their right because there is perfidy in a few oases!" 
Sir I fail to appreciate the logic of my friend’s argument. I beg of 
Mr. Bniinerjee as well as his supporters not to try to reopen the cUss. 
warfare again. After much endeavour both parties were induced to 
accept a ccuii promise and the reopening of the whole question will let 
loose all the fiowers of evil, and it will be neither for the good of the* 
landlords nor of the tenants. But it may l»e for the good of the gentle- 
men who want t<» exploit the feelings of the tenants. With these words, 
1 strongly oppose the resolution which has been moved. 

Maillvi TAMiZUODIN KHAN: In spite of the arresting eloquence 
and irrefutable logic of Mr. Bannerjee in support of his resolution I 
am quite c ertain about the fate of bis resolution although Mr. Bannerjee 
is doubtful. Hn fact 1 cannot congratulate Mr. Bannerjee on bis 
bringing forward this resolution in this House at this stage. Saga- 
cious as he is he ought to rend better the temper of the House. 
Fveryoiie knows that the present House in its c*onstitution is not veiy 
different from the House whic h nlMiut a year and a half ago rc»dc* rough- 
shod over the lights and priviU'ges of the tenants and it is hardly to 
be ex|)ec‘t(Hl that thi.s IlouHe wull take a more reasonable view of the 
tenants’ cause. Sir, it sereins to me that the star of the landlords’ 
good fortune is still on (he ascendant, although the inevitable cloud, 
which must one day engulf it for good, is already visible in the distant 
horiKou. The tenants must wait and T think they must wait long till 
they c an expect any redress. They must wait till the days of universal 
adult franchise. It will be then and not till then that their rights will 
be recognised. It will be then that the cause of the poor, of the 
depressed will triumph and the landlord, the oppressor and the laay 
leceiver of unearned increments will go to the wall. 

i p.m. 

Sir, it is common knowledge that during the discussion on the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act certain proposals in furtheranoe of 
the interests of the tenants were turned down most unjusHy. It 
has been said that the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Act baa given 
many rigdits to tjbe tenants. I for myself cannot subscribe to tliis view. 
What right has heen given to the tenants? It is said that the fight 
c»f free transfer of property has heen given to tenants. Bit! if one 



RESOTXTIONS. 


m 


930 | 

ok« «t the inner side of the Art, if me ioofeg ut the ai’tual wcwrking 

the Act for the last 11 months, there cmvwi be any doubt as «b 
loir adversely it has affected the interests of the tenants. If any one 
ays that that Act is am Act for the Wnefit of the tenants, t^eii nett 
Jiily do I disairree with him hut I do say that that Act is in fact m vari- 
able poison pill, with a coating of sugar adniiuiHtered to the tenants, 
wme of the tenants in their ignorance wert? satishiHl with the Act, at 
Irst, but the working of the Act dunng these ]| months has sluiwn 
rhat it really is. 

In opposing this resolution some of the meinbein of this House fakra 
eferred to many things, about some of which 1 should like to say at 
ew words. It has Wii said that it was a compromise and it is not 
proper on the |)art of the tenants to raise up the dis4'ussioii bnt*e tnnrD. 
r should like to know what sort of conifwomise it was and who were 
he parties to it. It seems to me that if it was comproiiiist^ it waa 
ike the play of Hamlet without the IViiice i>f Denmark, cm the stage. 

I should say that the tenants were no fsiiiy whatever in that sc^-called 
‘omproiiiise of which s<unc of the memliers have sjw»keu. 

Secondly, the exorhiuuit rate of landhmrs transfer Uh^ has lieea 
oought to Ih' sup|a»rted on the ground that the custom is in favour of 
fhe rate. Every one knows that custom is a thing which is nlwab^il 
in favour of the strong and the unjust. Theiefore, that is no gnmnd. 
Why a thing which is unjust, in itself, continues a day longery Why 
should the landlords get the fet‘s for nothing they have done^ Thera 
IS no reiiMUi wh> the liimllonls shcHild full Wck upim the linfuiiiiwl 
ihat it is HU|>|K)rted by custom, and, therefore, it should continue for 
!‘ver. 

The third item of the resolution has l»een o|r|s>s«‘d and it swms that 
some of my friends have totally misuiiderstisHi the argument of 
Mr. Bnnnerje<» and the lunguag<» of the proviso itself when they say 
that it is not a logical provision. To my mind there is no other 
provision in the Act which is more unjust, then that which providiw 
that the liiudlord’s revenue should remain fixed in fien^etuity and ^ 
poor tenants should he subjiM tec! to fierpetual etibaiH-eroent of rent. No 
flLi»g n*ne nt is necessary to show the total injustice of a provision lil» 
thia. Therefore, it seems to me surprising how some members of thU 
Hottae have been tiying to sui^port this provision. S<ane have said 
that it is in the interest of the tenants rather than in the interfwt m 
th# landlords that they supported the jire^nt Bengal Tenancy (Ameii^ 
hmhiI) Act. It will Im better for the tenants as siain as they are savad 
fiw anch false Wends* The ileniand seems to he a modest one a^ 
1 think this House will rise to the oC 4 *asion and will at least tiy to 
some justice to the poor tenants by accepting this resolution. If it 
is aceefited, it will not mean that the landlord* will be deprived from 
enhancing the rent for ever. The lesotution doe* not say that the 
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tenant^N rent nhouk] never be enhanced. It onl^ says that if the 
liindiord’H revenue in to be fixed in perpetuity, why ahould not the 
teimnt*M rent alno i*e fixed in perpetuity Therefore, if this reaolutioii 
iie accepted, it will only mean the acceptance of the principle that the 
Heiiffal Tenancy ( Aineiidnieiit ) Act in unjuHt in it« provimona reg^ird- 
injf the ri|fht of presumption, the exorbitant rate of landlord’s transfer 
f«H» and the landlonl^H ri|rht of enhancement of rent while the land- 
lord’s revenue demand is never to be enhanced. If this view be 
accepte<l and if (loveiTiment is pleased to briufr forward an amending? 
Je^islation, it will la* open to the Homse then to review the whole 
situation and in thin way I think some justice may be done to the poor 
tenants. 

Khtfl Sahib Matllvi SAZLUL. HUQ* Mr. I’resident, Sir, I whole- 
heartedly supjKirt the resohitioii put foiward by Mr. Bauiierjee, re- 
(jnestirijf (ioverninent to immediately take steje* for amendment <»t 
certain provisions re^urdtit^ transfer fees, pre-emptions and enhance- 
ment of rent undm* si»ction .’10 of the Bengal Tenancy Act. Sir, the 
recent aiiieiidinent of Beiifral Tenancy Act has created u ^eat seiisii- 
tiou thrt»uKbf)Ut the leiijfth and breadth of Bengal. Exceptinf? a 
%*fry small interested section whose number is very microscopic, the 
rest of the country are jrreutly Hurpris<Hl to find the iue<)uitable provi- 
sions of the Act. They have lH*en shcM'ked to learn that most of their 
representatives in the (’ouncil played fal**4‘ with them and that they did 
not <are to supfs^rt the jiHt cause «>f their «*onstituencies but mtbi^ 
opfudy a cut a^'^ainst them for reasons l>est known to them. They 
never dreamt that th«‘y would hise the sympathy of the Government in 
supiMirtin^ their just <’ause. It is called the Bengal Tenancy Act. hut 
to all intent and pur{>os 4 ss, it should lie f‘alle4l Beii^il laiiidlonls Act. 
Most of the amend^Hl pn»vistoiis of the Act are one-sided. From 
Ix'frinninfr to the end, with of t^mrsi* (ertaiii p<ior exceptions, here 
and there, it has most arbitrarily sup|K>r1ed ami created new rights 
for tlu* mighty. The just rights and privilege's of the poor tillers of 
the soil whei form the great hulk of the nation, have been most ruth- 
lessly tninifiled under f(N>t, f*aiising givat dissatisfaction and hardship 
thnnighoiit the length and hmulth itf Bt'ugal. The cultivating raiyats, 
99 jM»r <‘eut. of whom have most seriously affected by the provi- 
aion of exorbitant rate of transfer fee and so on are often admitted to 
be the ImcklHUie of the nation, but unfortunately if the almve provi- 
sions lie allowefl to remain, the isMir tenants* luicklione will be shatter- 
ed to }aeces. They are deaf and dumb multitude being always left at 
the tender mercy of their landbirds, with them lie* the real power 
though unfortunately they do not know how to best utilise them. 
Their fate would liave been <|uite otherwise, if all of their repreaenta- 
tives ill tin* House would have su|>ported their just cause. It is roost 
unfortunate that the Government , the guardian angels of the weak 
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whom fiwt and foreiuo»t duty is to save th« weak and the helpleas fnmi 
the iffnsp ol the mighty laudlorda, displayed such a Uu*k of sympathy 
to the utter disappointment of the tenants. lake the father whose 
sympathy and support always goes with bis disabled children Gov- 
eriinient ought to have sptmsed their cause and saved them from the 
exploitation of the exacting landlonis. They ought not to have help- 
ed in constructing this engine of oiipi'essitm. 

Sir, just consider the pitiable conditions of the helpless tenaAits 
who have been rendered still more helpless after the t^^sing of the 
Bengal Tenancy ( Anieudnient) Act. liCt us |auise for a moment and 
<'onsider what additional advantages have Iteen ereattnl in fav<mr of 
the*^* unfortunate classes of people by the Act? Up will rise land- 
loid's man at once and will plead that the right of tmnsfernhilitv has 
Ihh'Ii confen’ed by the new Act. This is a gnmt Imhhi given to them 
in limitation of the lundlonl’s right. Now the tpUNttion is, were not 
the h(»ldings having rights of (Mcufwinev tninsferml since the |Missing 
iif the Act ill 1885 y Did not the ticcu|)oncy iiiiyats exen ise the rights 
of transfer in extenso without |mvnient of a single cowri as naisary 
dust seaix'h the District Registrars’ record-room and you will find 
thousands of docuineiils exec-utml and I'egistenHl year after year, trans- 
feiring fscujwincy riglit.s by sale, gifts, mortgage and otherwise lying 
theie. The right of transferability is the birth-right fuf the tenants 
just as fiidiau Swaraj is the birth-right of the Indians. The landlords 
have not the light t«» eject the (scupancy raiyats. so long written con- 
tra<*ts consistent with the provisions td the Act l>e licit broken, llie 
land will ever lemaiu in his (HiHsession so long British Raj will con- 
tinue to rule the country. It will descend to the heirs and succ-i^ssors 
in the same manner :is other imnnaneiitly settled properties of a 
propositus. AVhy then is the Iwr of non-transferability V The right 
of treiiKf^inbililv hn* lonir liwii by o|M>ni)i..n of No»HM|y 

wuntmi Ibut liKbl 'tub u bi«h |irpmiiini « |)rt>miuin iiowhorr to 1- 
found in the liviliml world. Kithor |il<*iiw mliiii* the nwoiint of 
or take nway tlu* nuppi-ed ri)rht. lleelore n« to ooi fonner 
iioHition. Soloiift iKi uiianry laiyalo dealt with their boldiii(te in «n.v 
wanner they liked: there wae no l«r to hi* aiiMetliiiK. there wa* no liar 
to hi« aelliiiif in l»ni1. there wa* no liar to hi* nmrtKmfinK in any form 
and »o on. We do not want fuitber liKbt. For Owl'* »«ke juS »»»« 
w. from the exaetinK protieion* of the .\.t. Kaye u* from the wiart 
ineqaitable proviauin* of prMinption and tin* like. T e at 
created hy theae proriaion* i» wiait alarminit tw the tenaot. I be 
value of the laud haa conaiderobly none down. Nobody ^re purehoae 
landa for fear of the landlord who moy e»rciao the ri|cht of prw- 
•niitioo ot the iualanre at kia rival and defeated condidato a«^ tboa 
aiiatch away the land he pwrehaaed at enorwou* other coata, beaidea 
paynmt of nnoar at the rate of 20 por rent, nod poymeot of vnluS of 
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the land. Pre-era fit ion hn« brought with it coatly litigaiiou and end- 
leas strife which are the scourge of the people, and in principle must 
lie avoideiJ. Nobody will choose to fdunge in litigations by purchase 
iug an occufiara^y holding. The poor tenant now finds himself in a 
ver>' helpIcHs C4>nditi()fi, bo cannot raise money to meet his most 
urgent and unavoidable demands, even by mortg^aging a land in 
usufnj<’tuar>* form. He (;annot exchange his land with other lands 
without payment of naisar. 1 appeal to the benign G<ivemment, I 
appeal to my friends who are the representatives of the rural constitu- 
encies, I apfieal t<i the repi^esentatives of the samindars and finally 1 
upfieal to the professed saviour of the country — 1 mean — my Swarajist 
friends on the other side — to seriously consider the situation, created 
hy the amended Bengal Tenancy Act. 

Sir, what I am saying ore facts. The reconls of the Registrars*^ 
Office are clear evidences, dust compare the figure of the last three 
(quarters of the y4*ar 0129 with that of any of the previous years. I am 
sure you will Ik* coiivince<l that the Ac’t has biought to the helpless and 
jKK>r tillers of s4»il untold misery, hardships and inconvenience. If 
landlord can Ik* satisfii'd with 2 per cent, najwr on the annual rent otf a 
kaimtdur, I do not find any reiison why he will not be satisfied with 
2 per cent, naxar on the value of the land in case of iS'cupancy raiyats. 
t/ertainly the amount of naxar in the latter case will lie much greater 
than the former. The (H'cu|Kincv rai vat’s light in the mutter 4if 
|Missession is nothing sh4>ri of kuimi, as I olwerved above. 

The aiiieiid4Hl A4‘t has i‘oum4h! uiiivermd dissatisfaction and un- 
popuiaii ty, so iiiu4*h S4» that during the last 4de<'tion the voters on tho 
very face of the 4*iindidates and their cunvassors signified their unwill- 
iugness to exercise their right <if fiutx'hise. According lo them the 
reform has Imiught on them uitt4>ld miseiies ami Uabilitiee and 
restri4'te<l their lights and lilierty and privileges and so on. Such is 
the feeling of the |MM»r villagers. Regarding enhnnt'emeni of rent I 
only wish the House to consider for a moment how much is paid by 
the landlord hw a higha 4)f land anil how lum^h is ]iaid by the raiyaft. 
The landlonis* iviit reinuiii unchanged and ever will remain so, but the 
poor tenants* rent is 4*ver increasing — it has increased by leaps idutd 
bounds — will lie going on increasing. Nobody knows when it will 
stop. What justifif’ation the landlords have in getting the poor cul- 
tivators’ rent enhanced Y I do not find any reason why the xamindars 
should get the liberty to feet! upon the poor tillers of soil. The 
indars never spent a single pice for the troprovement of the soil, not 
to speak of redaiming waste lauds. It is the tillers of the soil, who— 
careless of their haalth, careless of their comfort, eankMui of 0mt 
taking timely meals, in season and out of season, in hnming rays u# 
the tnn and heavy down-ponr of rains-^exerted their utmost to fednim 
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levelling the 8urfac?e and by cuiting junglen 
and taking all other nei?e»8ary steps. They never hesitated to lay out 
their hard earned money for the purfiose. 

Kir, r can boldly assert without fear of coutrudiction that it is the 
(ultirating raiyats and none else to whosi' indefatigable labours and 
exertions the soil of Bengal has become so rich and fertile. I ofl|& 
emphatically proclaim that not a single pice was spent by those who 
now claim enhancement of ivnt on the grauitd of rise id pricw Mk\ 
so on. Suiely it is not birth-right of the landlords. Justice and iwjuity 
will not support such unearned right. Their rent will ever rematli 
fixed in perpetuity hut the poor tenants must pay enhuiu'ement of rent 
for the land they have brought under cultivation. This is surely ridi- 
culous and a most uii support a hie proposition. It has no leg to stand 
and should not he allowed t(» exist any longer. 

With these few woifls. Sir, I Wg tt» supis>rt the resolution jmt 
f<ir'ward by Mr. Bunnei'jt'i', and I heaHily iMuignitulate him for bring- 
ing such a useful leisolutioii to save the dumb multitude fitmi 
oppression . 

[At 4-15 p.m., the (Nmncil was adiouriuMl for prayer and ro- 
assembled at 4-25 p.m.] 


4-25 p.m. 

BllMi KISHORI aOHAM CHAODHURlJ Sir. I »ii< li»tonin(r to 
ibe niudt' ver>- iiatirntly. I think thin i* »n un.*«>mly 

••oiitroversv. Mr. Buun*Tjw. th? inovi-r ..f lhi» n-nolulii.n. in 

the (’.mmil ehen the iimendinft AH ^ '><* 

whether he wa. in the Select (Wniittee. hut I hearil that there wa» 
a poroimraiiae between the jotedai-s' I«irly iin.l the iMiininaan. l«rfy. 

grtnt JITEHORALAL BANNCRJEEt May 1 iW l« « !•<»»<< «» 
onler. Sir" May I remind my Imn'ble frien.l that there wna no 
Selec t (’ommittee and no question of comprcmiise. 

Mr. FRiflOfMTl (hvler. Older. That is not a point of order 
at all. 


MM RliMORI HOMAM CMAUDMURIl This much 1 can sav 
that aewml mernbem aaid that there waa a eomproiniw between the 
two pertiee, whether there wee or wee not la feeide the point. 
Mr. Bannetiee ewiM more hia fimt three poinU then end arrire « 
a deoMMHi if there wee no oompromiee. Aa to hia fourth point bo 
iwirMeta that there ahouM be n chnnire in the diwftinf aa e*pe^«e 
prored neceaaery Imt he haa not shown how the drafting ia e ^ 
ihneSenBy be hne niaed the <i«mtion na to who le the proprietor ol 
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the Hoil aiul wht>thor the tenants have the same rights as the superior 
landlords. This is a very important |ioint. He thinks that the 
sataindars are ii(d the proprietors of the soil and he has questioned 
their ri^rht of pre~emi»ttoii. But he di»es not seem to realise that 
this is their only safeguard against feeing defrauded by the purchasers. 
They can demand certain enhuiu'ement under the Bengal Tenane\ 
Aft which was (Kissed in the interests of the tenants, that right of 
interference was reserved in that very Act promulgating the Per- 
manent Settlement for doing anything which (‘ireumstances might 
show neeessarv for the lienefit of the tenants. There was a declara- 
tion to that effeit. Tiider that declaration several attempts were 
made for doing something for the benefit of the tenants and some 
ritrhts have lieen eoncediHl by the several amending Acts. If 
Mr. Bunnerji^ i'i right in his theory that the zamiiidars ore not the 
propricHors, then in that case he might say that the samindars should 
get nothing, but if they are proprietors Mr. Bannerjee must admit 
that he has got nothing to say against them. Mr. Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Ibiy has shown that within a very few years of the granting 
of the PerniaioMit Settlement the rights granted to several landlords 
fould not 1 h* retained by them. Several transfers hud taken (dace 
«*iiice and it may safely be said that at the [>resent moment there are 
very few original KHmiiidni*s. Piwtically the capitalists hove invest- 
ed (heir savings in the purehase of sumindaris under the prutesdion 
of the Permanent Settlement and they have s|M*nt money for the 
imjirovenient of their land. When the ])ennunent rent was fixed by 
♦he (’ourl of Director** it wa** uiideistoml that the gnnitees would 
Hpeml money for the i in prove me nt of the estates, they would increuae 
the protlure thus helping in the development of coinmen'e so that 
the State may la* indiret'tly lieiiefited. The xaiiiindars weiv already 
tliere, they weie not creuteil by the Permanent Settlement. The only 
change that was made was that rertain arrangements weiv* made for 
fixing the revenue unalterable for ever. In pliwe of the temporary 
settlement the (Government of the time thought it proper to fix the 
Tt*\euue once» for all so that the zumindars may have an opfKjrtunity 
of imprf>viiig iKeir lands. I believe Mr. Bannerjee knows it as he 
must have seen the disputes of the (ourt of Diret'tors and the reports 
of the (lovernnieiit of India urging for the Permanent Settlement. 
Thus the xnmindars weiv rei'ognised as } roprietors with fixed 1‘evenue. 
It is a historiral fart, h«»wever, that under this Permanent Settlement 
very little uiargiii was left for the aamindai's to profit by and it is 
well known that tnanv of the valuable iiroja^Htes of the Xator Raj 
had to be sold for the (aiyment of revenue and that the Burdwan Raj 
had to enter into (uitni aettlements to save the situation. Many of 
the xamindaiis wa|e sold and capitalists came inio poseewtion and 
under their able management the new piirrhaeent succ^eeded in improv* 
ing the lande and increasing the revenue. If they kad im^rovad 
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^ht Iwid hy apendinf? money why ahould anybody «ay that they are 
not entitled to profit. The same thin^ can be imid of the Dionev<* 
lendera* They beg^n with a capital of a few hundred ru}>eei» and 
lifte# 15 or 20 yearw they get btick 4 or o times of their money. The 
new purchasers mdaimed many waste lands w'ithin their xamiudarts, 
brought in tenants from other places and thus increased their income 
and »o they are eutkled to that profit and it is not right for tthe 
other side to say that this was not fairly done. 

I may be pennitterl to cpiote an extinct from the minute of the 
Ifni February » 1790» of Ijord rornwallis; — 

**The attention of Government ought to lie directetl to render the 
assessment upon the lands as little burdensome as {mssihle: this i« 
to be ttccrmiplished only by fixing it. The propiielor will then have 
some inducement to inipnoe hi> lands; and us his profits will increase 
ill proportion to his exertions he will gradually liecome laUtei aide 
to discharge the public revenue , 

“By resenting the collection of the ititeriiul dtitiw on Himmerce 
Government may at all times appropriate to itself a share of the 
ac<’umulate<] wealth of its suhjwts without their lieing sensible of 
it. The burden will also Ih* more e(|uully distributed; at pn*sent 
the whole weight rests upon the landholders and cultivators of the 
soil.” 

This is how it was done. In Mr. BannerjeeV opinicm it was u 
mistake. B»it there is als»» another side. The Government of the 
time (lid it delilieiutely. If the hindlords now make some profit they 
are surely not to bluine and it is not leasonable why they should now’ 
be deprived of their rights. 

4-45 p.iu. 

Pmctically this ik a contioveiM- between two sets nf capitsilist**. thie 
set is the capitalist purchaser of |H*rinaiient right and the other the 
jnircbaser of 4he jote right. But, Sir, ii<»t a word is heard for the 
potir raiyats who are to [wiy half share <»f their produce or almost the 
entire prtnluce to their su|terior jotedars Iwause the jotedars make 
an advance of their money for purchasing cattle. They take im 
advam*e for fo<Ml grains for their maintenance during the cultivating 
aeason and when crojw* are gathered half the prmluee is taken as the 
Ir^tiinate share and the major portion of the other half is taken 
for the H<|U]dation of debts or for the refiaymenl of the advance. I 
have heard nothing about the cause of pf»or raiyats who are to pay 
half the share. Why should they fiay half^ Some time ago a draft 
was made originany for giving certain rights to the actual cuHivstora 
of the soil, but a hue and cry was raisect against that piwision and 
Oovemmeiit had to aliandon that, I thought my frienda 
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il*ll 4ITENDRALAL SANMEMEE: Is this point in order, 

SirJ' 

Mr. EREtIDENTS Kishori Babu ih Wating about tbe bush to 
flrwl for the niiyats a champion of his own choice. 

SlribM illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May I submit that 1 was 
N(op|)ed tMH'ause niy M{SH*(‘h travelled bey<md the scope of the resolu- 
tion y 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. Your case was altogether 
different. 

Babu KISHORI MOHAN OHAUDHURI: My fnend has been fight- 
ing for the fKTUpanry rniyats and not for the cultivators of land. I 
see that it is not really a dispute on behalf of the jsx^r raiyate, the 
actual tillwH of the sc»il. 

(At this stage the mcmWr ivached his time limit but he was allowed 
by the Hon’ble the President u cou|»le of minutes to finish). 

However, this much I say that it is a dispute over a thing which 
should not be raised at this nnmient and I think my friends should 
not jiress for it and cieate a cleavage between tenants and samindars. 
We have troubles enough of other >w>rts of communal disputes, etc., 
and no other coinmunal disputes should be Iwougbt in, and I do not 
think my fnend will create it in this way. If the jwrmanent right 
is to he alsdished let there Ih» a s|XMriul legislntitm on the subje<*t. 
The aaniindars are willing to part with their jiroperty if thev 

get the projxM- jwire and make any settlement they like under new 
arrungenients, but I think the in which this question has bean 
raiswl <b>es not s«H*m to lie ad visa We and I hoja* my friend will with- 
draw it. 

BMm iATmt DHANDRA ray OHOWOHURYS Sir, T think we 
have disi'ussed the matter sufficiently and indeed discussed it thread- 
hare; so 1 move that the question be now put. 

TImi HwnMt sir PROVABH OHUNDER MITTERs If the questiou 
is put now then 1 would like to refdy to the resolution at this stage. 
If, 8ir, you think that tbe matter haa been sufficiently discussed then 
I will ask your permission to reply now. 

Mr. PREUDlNTf Do not invite my decision at this stages If I 
pronounce it you may not have an opfiortunity to speak at all. It is 
belter for you to speak now. 
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tlii N«lPWt Sir PRQVAtH CHUNDiR MITTIRt I 

to to the vaHous que«$tion8 raided by Mr. Bitnnerj«H» in hift ob • 
qiM^t speech I will reply first of all t4» om query he mtule. lie waateil 
to Ipaew what will be the attitude of (ioveriimeut in queations 
ing landlwds and tenunta. Will (lovenmieiit agtve t<t hidd the sealer 
even between the landlord and the tenant y Ti> that quer> my anawn 
is that Government in the past and Govenimeut us at {wesent iMHisti* 
tnied will always try*, subject to human limitatituis. to hold the scaltv* 
even. Gk>vemment have the advantage of the advice of stune of the 
beet friends of the tenants, namely, in the shatie of thtew* Settlement 
officers who serve Government and none can accuse that men like 
Messrs. McAlpin, Sachse and Jamieson, not to mention others, are 
not friends of the tenants. So Government have this ndvanlage. of 
intimate knowledge of the niiyuts' nee<is which 1 am afraid many of 
my friends who, actuated by mere symtmthy for isH»r tenants advocate 
the raiyats' cause, have not. Having the tipisirtunity of a more 
accurate knoWle<lge of the raiyats* cause — I may here observe, that 
I would much rather not use the expression “tenant,’* for “tenant” 
is a very ambiguous term, for a jmtnidar who fsiVH Ks. ,tO.OftO as rent 
is a tenant — I may say that I i>ersonnlly have very little symiwthv 
for those who want to have something for nothing but for thorny hanl 
toilers of the soil, those who in spite of hard labour from morning to 
evening are by no means well off, I personally think that ever>’ right- 
minded memlier of this House should have every symisithy. Those 
wh(» have invi^tiMl money even if they do not work for a living are 
at any rate eiitiiliHl to a fair return fer their investment, but for 
those wh<» by a trick the law become tenure bidders or. these who 
without investing anything Worae tenure bidders and make simiething 
out of what shoub! l>e the agriculturists* irnsnne, I for one have no 
sympathy. Sir, the final decision in thes*- matters dm»s m»t lie with 
me alone. It lies in the first fdace with Ooveniment us a whole and 
finally with the representatives of the pi^rple in this House. Having 
given that assuramre I would jiroceed further to diHil with some of the 
specific points raised by Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee. I think that 
before I enter into genenil questions like whether the Permanent 
Settlement is beneficial to the province or not. whether the effect ol 
the Permanent Settlement has l»een giMal for the landlord or giaal 
for the raivat or ftu* the tenure bidder. I think I can ca < u|iy my time 
much more usefully if 1 take up first of all the s|ie«dfic fanote i*f the 
resolution. 

Tlie Snit point of hi» resolution V a nrfWwmduliiMi to it)M*lisb tlir 
rigbi of pio.«nipition grant*.! to tlio immwliato landlord nndor **.!ti<ni 
26F of the BMgal Tennncy Act. I may say at once that Onremment 
we aware that a g.«d dmd of ItwUng e*ist« with regard to this qiws. 
tion and the attitude of Ooeemment in this matter was espree*^ hy 
the head of this Gowmmeni in amarer to an address of the Anjumwi 
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ol Uymemingh and I may <niote a paaaage from tlie re^y of His 
Excseileiiev (tovomor a» indicating Govemment'a attitude in this 
matter. Iliw Excellency aaid thin: ‘*G(>vemme«it realised that 
rule aUiut [>re^‘miiti<Hi tiii^lit Im? viewed with aome miaapf>rehe&Rion . 
It iH admitted that aoroe provinion w^an necessary to prevent the land- 
lord lieiiig dcdrauded of his customary fee by under-statement of the 
price. Pre-einpticHi is intended to ac't as an automatic check on under- 
valuation, whic h will not c*oine into o])eratic>n at all so long as the 
jirice is fairly stated in the sale-deed. Without such a provision it 
wcmlci have* 1 siH*ii necessarv' to allcrw' the landlord to appeal to the courts, 
if he thought a holding was under-valued in the sale-deed. This would 
have been worse for the niiyat than ]>re-emption. It is hoped that 
pre-emption will reimiiu simidy as a penalty in the iMickgrouiid and 
will l)e nirely used, and 1 assure you that Govenimeni will irateh it** 
use very carefully." liet me alsc) rf*|)eat the assui*nnc*e, if such repe- 
tition Wf»re ncH^ed, that Government is watching the o|)eraiion of the 
pre-em|itic)n law vei^ c-arefully. We have collected figures, so far . s 
is iNwsible to c cdJcH t them in the middle of the year, and it will interest 
the Houses — ls>th the sym|Mcthisc'rs with the ruiyats as well as the 
syiuimthisers with the landlords if 1 shortly jdace the results of oin 
euc|uiry Wfore them. It will ap|)ear that from April to November, 
1929, there were 09,053 sales under section 26B of tbe Bengal Tenancy 
Ac’t. Out of these* 69,053 sales application to excMcise the right of 
pre-eniptioii was made only in 3,131 sales, so that the i)ei*ct*ntage is 
11. tlf the total nuitilier of sales which have taken place of the 
interests of occnismcv raiyuts only in I 1 ]H*r c'ent. case* has any 
a|»|di<'ation Ih’cmi made to exenase the* right of ]ue-eniptiou, but theie 
are other figiiies 

i4bu dlTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: May 1 reciuest that the 
Horrble MeinlH*r will rc»|s*Ht his figure's}^ 

TN Hon»bl« Sir RROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: I beg his par- 
don, 1 read a wmiig figure. The figuie ‘*3,131" relates to the quantity 
of bighns sold fat which right of pre-emption was exercised. The total 
mini her of applic’ntioiis to exerc’ise the right of pre-emption was 705 
and the bitnl area is 3,131 bigbas, 3 ccKtahs and 14 chitaks and the 
totf] iimouiit of purchase money was Hs. 1 .3M,650-7-{l so that the 
average rate higha in the case of these tranimciioiis where the 
landlords exeredsed the right of ]ire-emption was Rs. 44. Well, I do 
not my that the low rate of Rs. 44 is conclusive to prove under^valua- 
tion but from our general information tis to the valve of land in 
various districts of Beugal, hairing one or two, ptrki^ lalpaiguri it 
one^ where the rale per higha may be low, the value of per l%ha 
of raiymla* interest in land it oertaiiily eery amdi hii^er than Be. 44. 
$0 lar aa this rate goes it ta an indication towarda nnder-vnlnnlio& m 
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tto IHirt of tfce laiyat,. The fart that only i„ M eoot. „f the 
(•aaea (i.e., 706 out of 69.053 .asea) the ri^ht w«a exereiaed ahow* 
it« n»mg uae aud the low mte of Ka. 44 ,H-r bigha .-ouide,! with tho 
Muall percentage of 11 is a further Indication that the right «« not 
fieiiigr almsed. 


6 p.m. 

So with this »issuran<*e HHsiir«nc*p irivoii by the heiul of the Govern- 
inent and reiwited by me heie on behalf of Government I hojie iny 
friend Mr. Jitendralal Ibinneijee, and other friemU* who Kym|mthi!«e 
with the raiyatH and many of them iindonbteiUy feel >itron>rly on the 
q«e8(iou of pre-emption would appreciate that they have m> jmnuine 
cause for apprehension sixH iaJly as we pmiMwe to on with further 
investifrations. I submit the i>erio<l has b<»eu Um sboH to tomo Ut 
definke conrlusions as we pot our fipures only up to the end of Nmem- 
Wr. The Benpnl Tenancy (Amendment) Bill laHume law on the Ist 
April, 19J10, and just after 10 months aud 10 dayn to-day, at 
Mr. BaniierjeeV instance, w'e are disi’ussinp the fpiestion of utnendinp 
that amended Act. I submit, Sir, that if we see at least two years 
of the workinp of the Act, we may have u much fairer idea of the 
workinp of the rule of pre-emption. Now, Sir, I will not rej>eat the 
arpumeiits which were piven expr«*ssion to on the flisir of the llmiin^ 
when the (piestion of pre-emption was debated by the (*ouncil, but 
I would just remind both sides that this rule of pre-empt i<Hi was the 
result of the advice piven by Sir John Kerrs (’oininittee. Sir John 
Kerr himself was a revenue officer of no iixMin repute, and he bad 
also the aasistanre of revenue officers like Mr. M<'Alpin and Mr. Sa<’h«e. 
This was accepted in 192^1, and was accepted bfdh in the interest of 
the landlords and the tenants. If it had not been acrejited, it would 
have meant in ever>' case litipation, and a |M»nion with a larger purse 
has penerally an advantage when there is litipatimi. Nter, it is (piite 
poasible that a few' rich landlords may misuse the right of pre-eint»tion. 
So it is ef|ual1y jMissible for two raiyats to cmithine the raiyat who 
wants to sell his pr«»|»erty and the niiyat, very often the iiiahajan 
who would I)e buying the pio|»erty to under-value the pn»j>eHy unleas 
the automatic check of the right of prenuiiption existed; there winild 
then be nothing effective to prevent the seller stating the pric# of 
hta land at, say, two rupees a bigha, and driving the landlord to litiga- 
tion. This abuse on the part of the raiyat may not affect the rich 
mmindars v^ry much for the rich xamindaiw have got regular 
maohmery for setting the law in motion, hut what about the fifty lakhs 
of poor tenure holden — many of whom after roUeeting, say, Rs, 21) 
reiaiii only Rs. 5 as their proffb— if (heir raiyats defraud 
themf Buell a tenure holder, aerriag perhaps as a printer or a clerk 
in them Calcutta, cannot erery time run first lo hit native homa 
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and then to the Mtinnif* court to bring the raiyat to book. For the 
poor tenure holders this rule acts ae a very good aalegnard: the 
rich landlords may not want it to the same extent. But wben it is a 
(|uestioii between raiyats and the poor tenure holders, Govenunent ha\e 
to art very carefully. Therefore, I say that, if as a result of the 
working of the rule of pre-emption for two years, Government find 
as a result of the conduct of the landlord or of the raiyat acting 
oppressively or fraudulently on a large scale, that it requires revision, 
they will certainly look into the matter, and if need be, will not 
hesitate to have the clause revised. 

1'hen, Sir, the next clause in Mr. Mannerjee^s resolution is this: to 
reduce the unioiint of landlord's transfer fee from 20 per cent, to 2 jjer 
cent, in the cases referrwi to in clauses (a), (b) and ((T) of section 26D, 
fnmi 5 per cent, to ) j>er cent, in the cases mentioned in clause (c), and 
frcni 10 per cent, to 1 per cent, in the case referred to in clause (c>. 
In this connection Mr. Bannerjee referred to the figure given by my 
Hon’ble friend Mr. Marr in reply to a question put by Maulvi 
I'amixuddin Khun when he stated that the rec^eipts for sale of general 
stamps had declined from Ks. 70,93,000 to Rs. 58,83,000, and in 
clause (h) of the answer my honourable colleague stated further that 
the fall had been the result of the amended Bengal Tenancy Act and 
also the dull conditions of trade. From these statements Mr. Bannerjee 
promptly drew the conclusion that this 20 per cent, landlords* transfer 
fee was at the root of all evil and was the effective cause of thi^ 
fall. I admit, Sir, that according to our information some portion of 
the fall was undoubtedly due to the working of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act, hut one principal reason of the fall was not the 20 per cent, salami 
but the changed provision reganling * 'complete usufructuary mortgage.** 
Tender the present amending Act these mortgages have been limited to 
15 years, but that is not a question lietween the landlord and tenant, 
but one Iwtween the grasping nialiajan, who is anxious to get the 
tenants* land and the raiyat. Mr. Sachse, who is now a Divisional 
Oommitiioiier, and who as Revenue Secretaiy' took a leading part in the 
framing of this Act, is of opinion that the fall is largely due to the 
provision olsiut limiting the right of the usufructuary mortgagees to 
fifteen years. There is another reason for the fall in stamp receipts, 
and that reason is that many of the raiyats, knowing full well that 
they would have to pay 20 per cent, salami, registered their documents, 
after the 1st April, 1929, on which date the Act came into force and 
many of such do(*uments purported to show as if they were really 
executed before the 1st of April. Well, Sir, whenever there is a ekaage 
in law thingii tike these happen. The unfamtliarify of the changed law 
may have for the ffift few mmitha affected the po»tion a little. Then, Sir, 
the fall was also due to the dull conditions of ^e trade, as pointed out by 
my Hoa*ble friend Mr. Marr. Whatever the true eauae of the fall in 
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IpNiipli from titaiiips may ba, if altar two or tbraa yaan^ woHiimf «a 
ilml it ia daa to the operaiiona of tlie Bangal Taiiaary Aoi, wa aball 
ojutaifily look into the matter if not in the inlareata of the raiyal at 
«ajr fata in the intareat of frablic revenue. Bui. Sir. there in another 
ai<k to the question^ E^'en if it be aKaomeil that aa a raault of Ihta 
legislation the raiyata are not so freely parting with their anoeatml 
mcraa aa before, then certainly it must be preeumed that the proviaioii 
ia to their benefit. If the raiyaia are holdinit on to their anoeatral 
acres more freely than iu the past then surely all friends of the raiyaia 
moat rejoice, but it may be said that when the raiyat wants to aell 
he gets a loader price. This last mentioned point, however, opens out 
other a%*enues of enquiry*. Then, Sir, a*e must consider how many of 
these transactions took plai'e lietwi^n raiyat and raiyat and how many 
between raiyat and mahajaii, who after an^uiring the rights of the 
rai 3 ’at would perhaps make him a little l»etter than a >^»rf by rack- 
renting and, if not the same raiyat but mmie cither raiyat. Further- 
more, the wil\’ luahajan or the dishonei^t landlord would have enough 
means of evading the law hy putting up the rate of interest or by 
preimring a statement of account and so on. Does it follow, ihereftwe, 
that the raiyat nec'essarily and really gi»ts a better price® If the 
raiyat does not part with his bind the Imlance of liencftt will <‘«rtaitily 
lie with him as he will U' able to go on cultivating his land, not on n 
rack-rent but on the old rent, which he has lieen |wying and his 
fathers have liecoi fwiying. Sir, we in Government cannot say now how 
far this loss of Hs. 12 lakhs from stamps is due to the operation of the 
Bengal Tenanc y A<*t and how fur it is due to the general depression of 
trade. Tf tiny jiortion of the Iom is clue to the ojieniticin of the Bengal 
Tenancy Ac t, wc» shall have to see hem’ far it is due to the provision of 
usufructuary mortgage and how far to the decrease in the numbor of 
transactions about sale of raiyat i holdings. From information raooived 
from the Kegistratinn Department we find that in nmny cases the 
amUtM of the taniiiidars are against the automatic* provisions embodied 
in the Act, as these provisions act against their seif-interest. In any 
c'ase. I can assure my hon'ble friend that we shall watch the operation 
of this clause with great care, but T may tell him that from the 
experience of these few months, we have no cause to think that it it 
working harshly or unjustly either to the tenant or to the landlord. 

Now, Sir, my friend Mr. Bannerjee and some of my other friends, 
who are sympathisers of the raiyats, said that the percentage should 
not be 20 but lew, because the raiyat ought to have the right to tnma- 
far hit holding aa boat aa he can, and Mr. Majid Bakth, I believe, or 
aome other member, had a quarrel with Mr. Bannerjee, urging that 
Mr. Bannerjee waa wrong in suggesting any perewniage to the landlord 
bnt that he should have said that the raiyat should ^ entitled to aell 
hie holding without paying anything. My anewer ia that this 20 per 
cant, had been the result of dote examination for many years. First 
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of all there were materials available to Govenunent in the reeord-of- 
ri^hta in the varioun district# of Bengal, and I may remind the Honae, 
in pajwiijg, that when the High Court about the year 1913 wrote to 
(hfvernment pointing out the desirability of passing a law on the sub- 
ject of the transfer of raiyats^ rights, Government deferred coming to 
a decision till records-of-rights were prepared in a number of districts. 
It was after the records-of-rights were prepared in a number of districts 
that Sir John Kerr’s Committee was constituted as a result of the reso- 
lution movf^d by Babu Vishmadeb Das, who, I am glad to see, is 
trying to come to the Council as a representative of the raiyats, and the 
net result was that that committee reported that 25 per cent, was in 
many i>laces the usual custom and that in some cases it was even more 
than 25 per cent, or even a higher rate of rent. 


5-15 p.m. 

In the district from which Mauivi Abdul Hakim comes, according 
to the settlement rei)oH of Mr. Sachse, it is sometimes very much moi*e 
than 25 per cent. However, that may l>e the Government Bill 
oiigtnuliy proposed 25 per cent, and on the floor of the House as a 
result of various previous negotiations between the different groups, it 
was reduced to 20 per cent. T am referring to it as there are many 
new memliers. Ah u purl of the negotiations the landlords gave up all 
rights to trees including timber trees. Whether in coming to this 
arrangement they were right or wrong, it is not for me to say. It will 
always l>e open to the ineinl)ers to reopen the question just as it is oj)en 
to Government to reopen the question. Government is trying to hold 
the 8 C 4 iles even l)etween the landlords and the tenants and this the 
Government will do on brood grounds of justice and fair play irrespec- 
tive of other consideratious, irrespective of any question of motive for 
if motive were to he taken into consideration, surely then Government 
will have every motive of favouring the raiyats if not for any other 
1*00800 ft>r the reiison of their nuiiiericul strength and also because they 
are to he the ‘‘ma.sters’' of (o-m(»rrow. liet us not forget that in doing 
justice 1«» Ibft poor, it is not a question of having sometbing for 
nothing. The man who wants smnething (or nothing does not 
deserve any sympathy as comtwired with the roan who gets something 
after paying for that something or labouring for that something. 
Therefore it is a question which when the proper time oomee will 
have to be examined, but surely not within 10 months and 10 days 
after the last decision. 

Sir, the third point of my friend’s resolution is to provide that 
landlords shall not . exercise the right to enhance the rate of rent under 
section 30 of the Act so long as their own revenue remains fixedf 
under the Permanent Settlement. The arguments put forward hf 
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Kr* Jitendralal «t Iwt on# of iht aitromtnt* wot a wy 

l^miaibio one and that mrgum^nt 10 that if the tamindanh-I am laying 
Monindans deliberately although my friend laye “landlords’* aia pay- 
ing the same amount of rent as their revenue, why should the agricul- 
turists pay more? I will put the question to Mr. Hannerjee and 
other friends of his that if (Government accepts his suggestion after 
enquiry, will he agree that the agriculturists as soon as he sublets bis 
land w’ill forfeit his tenancy? Will he agree to a statutor>^ provision 
of that character? He should remenilier that the curse of rural 
Bengal to-day is the excessive amount of snhinfeudation owing to 
which fragmentary interests in different stages are creatoii and which 
often result in depriving the actual agriculturisi or the proprietor of 
profits which should belong to the one or the other. If 1 may 
mention that most of the tefiiiren, siteidally the smaller ones, are the 
result of the raiyat nitiking hiiiiself a iitiddlemtiii. The figure given 
by Mr. Huunerjee about the rent ndl of {H*rmanently settled areas 
being 10 cn>res is not (orrin t. He no doubt U>ok that figttre froni a 
certain Api»endix to the l#and Revenue Administrution Ue|K>r(. He 
will, however, pardon me for saving that he has handled the figure 
wrongly. 1 do not want to gi» nit4> iiti exainination of his errt)r^ but 
I <an conclusively show him. if he would care to discuss with me, 
that he has handled it wrongly, but I do not want to waste the time of 
the ('oxincil by gr>ing into the question. The real figure will Im alKHit 6 
to 7 (•ron»s. out of which als)ut 2 crores 10 lakhs is land rt*venue. 
After paring for cesnes, (oilectioii — the ^permanently Mdtled-- 

charge^k, litigation rharge'*. et<., a rertuin amount rtoiiuins which is 
divided amongst le^«i than one lakh of propiietors and more than ^>0 
liikhs tenure-holder^ Siiiqde iirithiiietie will tell uh that the average 
income of a land-holding unit in Rs. 0 to Rs. 7 a year. I ilo not aslt' 
the House to come to any conclusion on this <)uesiion beyond saying 
that this plausible argument of Mr. Haiinerje<* falls Ui the grtmnd 
unless he can also agree that if the raiyats’ rent lie not enhanced 
he will not convert himself intxi a middleman. Of the landlords in 
Bengal, less than a lakh out of the 50 lakhs are proprietors. A Nmnll 
percentage of the proprietom may be comparatively we!l-to-<b» but 
what about the 40 lakhs of jioor tenurc-holdem? They are paying 
much enhanced rents. What aliout the subinfeudation of the enormous 
number of 49 lakbs amongst whom the income is frittered away in 
very amall sums? Perhaps 99 per cent, of the tenure-holders are the 
creation ol the raiyats. Take a raiyat who has made a little money 
either by mimey-lendtng or hard work, be wante to make a genUmnan 
of hie eon, be has more lands than be can cuUiraie bimeelf and as be 
incrsaaee bis holdings, he converts himself into a tenure-holder. 
landlords and tenants, every one interested in the fntare welfare of 
Bengal, try to get rid of this state of ihings and the prosperity of the 
imiyai will increase conridermWy without very mw^ afecting the 
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proprietors. There is no doubt, however, that it will to some extent 
ieriously affect the prosjjerity of the landlords who are very small 
ienure«holdens. 

(At this stage the Hon*ble Member reaf;hed the time«limit). 

Mr* FREilDENTS Sir Pro%'ash, your time is up. 

Tht iir FROVASH CHUNDER HITTER: I want a 

minute or two to enable me to reply to the mover^s points. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. Sir Provash. 

The Hon*bf^ Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Now, Sir, 
with regard to clause (ir) of the resolution, vis., to make such changes 
in dnifting and procedure as experience of the working of the Act 
has proved to l)e ne<*essary, 1 may state that I have (already intro- 
duced a Pill for providing some changes in procedure. T am glad 
to state that only on Saturday last in a meeting of tihe Select Com- 
mittee on the Tenancy (Amendment) Hill, of which more than two- 
thirds were the reprenentatives of the raiyats, w'e could f‘ome to an 
unanimous conclusion. It is not, however, jmssible to make changes 
in pHseduie constantly. My friend has referred to experience, and 
we must take time to gather experience. Therefore, T suggest to my 
friend Mr. Hniinerjee and his friends here that in view- of the line taken 
by me, in view of the uesurance given by the head of the Government 
and by me on behalf of the Government al>out the much debated pro- 
blem of pre-emption, that he should withdraw’ the resolution to-day. If 
he presses it, it may either be paesed or lost, but it does not advance 
his obje<'t much. <h» the other hand, if he withdraws it now, it will 
l>e open to him. say 3 or 6 months hence, to bring it up. Whether 
he loses or w’ins does not make in point of fact any difference. It 
will make the jmsition of Government eaeier if we could write on a 
clean slate and not handicapped by the result of this resolution either 
passed or rejected. 

Mailivi ARDUL KARIM: May I move that the question be now 
put? 

Mr. PRESIDENT I The mo^'er of the resolution has the right of 
reply. 1 do not know if he intends to exercise that right. I nay 
remind him that we have only seven minutes left. I shall adjouni 
the Council at 5-50. 

SPMl dITENORALAi. SANNERdEE: Mr. Pieeideni, Sir, my 
resolution has at least had a good effect ; it has drawn a full and deer, 
and within certain limitations a ver>* satisfactory, etatement from the 
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Bon'bli* Membw in cknrgr of (k« Eotoau* BepnrtmMit and 1 nm 
tlMkfnl to kini for th« amturam^f that ha haa givan on hahalf of 
hsaaaalf and also of tha haad of the OoTarnniant. I myaalf know par* 
family wall that ha ha<i not had Mufhaiani tima for tha purpoao of 
watching tha raault.*? of tha pra-amption niattar : hot, at tha aania tima I 
thought within myself that tha mattar wonld ba dropped unlaw wa 
cried like tha watchman of tha night, Lat tha Bengal Govammant deal 
with the queation sympathetically. I am aorry to find that notwith- 
standing tha ganerai sympathetic character of his reply, ha has 
dragged once again the wonderful inspiration about there having bean 
any compromise on the fl(Hir of the House on the question of salami * 
That is absiilutely an inaccurate and a misleading statement of facta. 
There might have been some compniinise on other questions. 1 find my 
friend Mr, Guha is shaking his head: hut notwithstanding his doing 
so, I must say — 

Tha Hofi’bli Sir PROVAtH CHUNDIR MITTlRt May 1 rise 
on a fKjint of {lenutnul explanation f If I said “on the floor of the 
House,” I was certainly wt'ong. Negotiations were certainly held in 
the lobby and elsewhere. 

BilHl dITENDRALAL BANNERdiE: Whether in the lobby or 
inside the ('haiiil>er ther*’ wen* no negotiations in the sense the 
Hon'ble Meiiil»er used the term, (Vrtain negotiations were held 
between the (hiverninent, the satiitndors and the Swaraj |)ariy all 
of them sailing in the same Isoit. No negotiatitms between the 
xamindars’ party and the Government on one side and the tenants* 
representatives on the other were held I speak of course subje<'t to 
correction. 

Tut Hflfl’M Sir PROVAtH OHUNOER MITTERs Sir, I rise again 
on a point of ]»erm)tial explanation. 1 iienemally held negoliatioiia 
with many Muhammadan memliei^ who represented the tenants, vi*., 
Sir Abdur Hahim, Khan Bahadur Axisul Hrniue and Mr. Faal-ui 
Huq my friend Mr. Bannerjee was not howeter amongst them. 

Mkl dITENORALAL BANNSRdiEl Sir, may 1 ask the Hon’ble 
8ii Provasb whether the figure of 2f) |»er **ent. arrived at as a result of 
compromise f It is a far^t that the tenants* representatives never 
agreed cm the fioint, though they might have agreed on other iKiints. 
Then, what is the point of saying that this figure was arrived at as a 
result of negotiations. There were negtdiations which led to no con- 
clusions. The tenants* representatives never agreed to iwcepl 20 per 
cent. a« the figure. Therefore I say that it ii» a misleading statemeni 
on the port of the Hon'ble Member — 
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Tlw Hm'M* Sir PROVAtH CHUNDER MITTERi Sir, I am 
compelled to rise on a point of personal explanation. I can 
Touch for the fact that a majority of the members, inclndingr many 
tenants' representatives, a^rreed to this and as a result of this some 
of them refrained from voting, 

BilHf dlTENORALAL BANNEfIdEE: Not 20 per cent. 

Mr. P. N. GUHA: Mr. James was arbitrator from the European 
group. 

Babu illTENORALAL BANNERJEEt I would ask my friend 
Mr. (iulia to look up the dic tionary to see what “arbitrator” means 
and ho will find that by no possible stretcrh of tbe term the word 
“arbitrator" <nn lie used. I say again that the tenants' representa- 
tives, or a majority of them, never agreed to this percentage. It seems 
that the Ilon’ble MemWr's memory has badly slipped and played him 
false. T would call on Khan Bahtwliir Axizul Ilaque to confirm what I 
have said. My memory seldom plays me false, though it may, like 
Sir Provash’s, some years henee. As I was saying. Sir, the tenants' 
representatives did not agree to acce])t 20 j>er cent. Therefore, I am 
sorry that Sir Pnnnish should have dragged up the question. What- 
ever that may Im*. he has promised that this (|uestiou will receive con- 
sidenition and I twcept his promise at its face value. 

KlMfl Bahwlifr Mmilvi AZIZUL HAQUE: May I rise on a point 
of jiersonnl explanation? In the negotiations the Swarajists were not 
willing to accept le.ss than 2t) per cent. 

Babu 4ITENDRALAL BANNERdEE; Whether I was on the spot 
or not, I know u good deal almut the negotiations. 

My friend, Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy rose to have a laugh at 
my ex|>ense. I pitied him because his attempt was a pitiful failure : 
but more than pitying him 1 rejoice at the speech he delivered, because 
in that spee< h he made certain admissions which went against his own 
interests and ever>^one of them will fortify the arguments I wish to 
substantiate liefore this House. At the time of the Permanent Settle- 
ment the jtamtndars' profit W'as 10 per cent. But wbat is the figure 
now? The samtndars' profit now works out at the figure 75 per cent. 
From 10 i»er cent, to 75 per cent., it is i^rtainly a big jump and how 
would my samindar friends justify this big jump? Is not tbe whole 
of thie an unearned increment? ITien. my friend Mr. Singh Roy said 
that os a result of the operations of the Permanent Settlement, the old 
•amindary houses, all of them came to an end. 


Mf. ildUY RRABAO BINOH ROY: Ten or fifteen of ihm. 
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Ubu JITiNOIIALAL tAMNilMiit Quite to. Wliut is tUiM 
^ MutinMuital appeal of wkieli w frequently keur ehiml tk# eaeieiit 
iUmded aristocracy with it* roota stuck deep in the ioil? What about 
tiie present eamindainF Accordingr to my friend's own admiaaioii^ the 
present samindars are a mushroom race — the deecendanta of the 
peehkars^ the eoUectoni of rerenue and the tahsildars of the ISth 
century and the talk of the ancient landed arislocrary with its roots 
stuck deep in the soil is a mere myth. At a 4 rainsi his indictment of 
the Permanent Settlement as hrinjfinir about the ruin of the landlords, 
1 have gt>t sometbini? to say alwut the tenants. It was Henry 
Colebrook, than Avhoni there wa>« no lietter authority on the suhjei’t, who 
said that within 12 years of the Permanent Settlement the ancient and 
memorable rights of raiyats were all going to l>e obliterated- 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. 1 must adjourn the Council now, 
unless Mr. Hannerj<*e decides not to proceed any further and wishes 
the question to lie put forthwith. 

Rabu dITENDRALAt DANNERJEEt As my friends desire that 
the discussion sluuilil Is* carrieii over t<* the next day I shall finish my 
speech to*!norn>w. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Very well. I iidjoum the ('ouncil till 

p.m. to-morrow. 


Adiu n r nrn t ni . 

The Council was then adjourned till 2-‘W) p.m., on Tuesday, the 11th 
February, 1930, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 
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fhrtOMlii^ss tiM Btngftl L^sMativ# Counoil ■■oan^loi unCor tlio 
provitloiit of tlio Covommoiit of litdit AoL 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Town Hall, 
Calcutta, on Tue«da>, the 11th February, 1930, at 2-30 p.m. 


Mr. Pi^Mideiit (the Hon’ble liaja Manmatha Nath Ray Chaudiicri, 
of SantoHh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Meml)ers of the Executive 
Council, the three Hoti'ble Miniftters and 79 nominated and elected 
membera. 


Oilh or afflimotion. 

The followinif member made an oath or affirmation of his allemance 
to the (Vown: — 

Mr. H. C. Chat ter jee. 


Storrod Quoitions 

(to wfiioli oral ansMTOrs woro givon.) 
ll«gittration of ••kaMat’* of proportioo aoM ao “mokarori.'* 

Ml. Mauivi HAMAN ALi: („) Will the Hon’ble Minuter in 
k *'^"*’“*"*" (H^iri**! ration) Deiwrtment be pleased to state 

whether there are any Ooveinment circular i.nlers to the effect thnt 
the buleHepatrars shall not lepister any deed of transfer in which 
the tenancy sold >h described as mokarar, (fixed rent or rate of tent) 

j iT*. «>JM‘< «‘«nt8 c an jiroduro at least twenty years’ 

dakhtlat or rant i-eceiiHs at a uniform rate of rent? 

(6) If the answer to (o) is in the neftative. will the Hon'Ue Minister 
to pleas^ to state whether he is aware that in scraie places of Benml 
Z* »>»'« Wn refusinif rapstration of 

desenbinK the pre^ertiecs sold as nwkamri, in the absence of twenty 
jwara rent receipts showinit a continuity in the uniformity of rant 
tor the same period? 


MINItTIR in aliarBi af lOUOATION CMOItTRATIONh 
DIMRTIIINT (tto Ha.>Ma Mr. Khtaki* R-iJiSL); (“) 

(h) Ko. 
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AppiintMMit •! MtfM tawi. 

*41. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN lUAUPJIt (a) U Ui» 

Hoo’ble Minister in charge of the Ijoc'iiI Self-dovertimeiit Dtsfiariiiiaiil 
aware that there a feeling of diaaptaantment aiuougai the llnhain« 
madan and Hindu public of the Mvinenaingh district over the appotnt* 
ment of the Ohairmun of the diairict board Y 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pieaaed to state whether it ia 
the intention of the Government to follow the policy of npfiointaieiit 
in future? 

(r) If the anawer to (h) i« in the niliriuulive, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reaaotia for the aaine? 

(d) la the Hoirfde Miniatin* awun« that u repreaeniatitm by tha 
majority of the membera of the diatriot board had been submitted to 
the Ooveniment, jMX'vioUM to the a|V|M>intjnent of the (Hiairman, [iraying 
that the wiid b<aird should U‘ allowwl to elect its C%ainnan? 

(t) Will the Hoiride Minister l>e pleapw^l ti> state whether an> 
rejdy was given to the 8ai<l lejiresimtation ? 

(f) If the answer t4> (r) is lu the negative, will the Iltm'ble Minister 
b4» |dease<l to state the reasons thendor? 

MINISTER in ohirgt ol LOCAL SCLr-COVIRNMENT OIRART* 
MENT (Ilia H«fi*Mt Kumar SliM Shaktiarmmr Ray)t {a) No. 

(h) The matter will be considered in due course. 

(r) not arise. 

(d) No, unless the member refers to an unsigned telegram, dated 
3lst May, \m. 

(e) No. 

(J) As the telegram was unsigned and not c<mfirmed formally by 
any official n>romunicatioii, no nt^iice of it ctmld lie taken. 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUtUFdls Will the Hoa*ble 
Minister be pleased U> state whether the resignation of Khan Ilahadur 
Maulvi Mahomed Ismail was forced upon him by Government? 

Tim HmilMt Kmmr SHIR tHEKHAREiWAR RAYS He resigned 
and his resignation was accepted by Government. 

Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUNIt Will the Hon bie 

Minister be pleased to state wbal were the reasons which led to the 
reaignatioD of the Khan Bahadur? 
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Tim Hoii'Mt Kumar SHIB SHBKHAREtWAR RAY: I think the 
member should addiess his question to the Ehan Bahadur himself. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 do not quite follow the Hon’ble Minister. 

The Hofi'Me Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: The reasoi 
for his resignation should be inquired of the Khan Bahadur. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased tc 
state if it is a fact that pressure was brought to bear upon the Khan 
Bahadur to tender his resignation? 

Mr. PRESIDENT. That has already l>een answered. 

Mauivi 8HAMSUDDIN AHMED. Is the Government aware of any 
reason for his resignation? 

Tha Hon*bla Kumar SHIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY* Government 
are not preimred to make any statement in the matter. 

Mauivi 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Did the Government make any 
inquiry? 

Tha Hofl’bia Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Government 
are not pre|mre(l to make any further statement in the matter. 

Mauivi SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Does the Government consider 
it its duty to inquire into the matter? 

Til. Hon'bl. Kumv tHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: The matter 
will Iw considered. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: On a ix»int of order. Sir. When the 
^question was aske<l whether pressure was brought to liear upon the 
Khan Baiuidur to tender his resignation, the answer given by the 
Hoirhle Minister was that the Khan Bahadur had resigned, and his 
resignation wa.s act^epted. I want to say that this is absolutely no 
answer to the question. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: This point of order was raised on the Soor of 
the House several times liefor©, and 1 made it absdlutely dear that 
it was not possible for the Ohair to compel a Member of the Govem- 
ment to answer a question in a particular way, hut if I weit» to give 
my opinion in regard to the answer now given, I think I should aay 
that the answer is not illuminating, far less comjdete. 

A MKMWRa: But the rules expressly provide that anawm ta 
<|iieatimit are cxmqmlaory. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order; that is not ao. 
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fmr • nug italiiii Mir tii» tlirtii|Mr Mtigi ^ liiHrit 
•in0il Cminl 

•m. Itailvi SYID ^ALALUDOIN HAtHtMYl (a) U the 

H<m*bla Member in charge of the Public Workx (Railwaye) Department 
aware that a large number of atudenta travel from Khulna to Daulatpur 
as daily passengers to attend their classes at the IMulatpur College?* 
(fc) Is the Ilon'lde McmWr also aware that the distance Wween 
the Daulatpur station and the Duulatpur College is aUmt one miley 
(c) Is the Hon*hle Memls^r ais<» aware that some students every 
now and then get dowrii or attempt to get dt>wn near the (sdlege t4> 
save time and trouble at u rtinHitU»nible risk of thmr lives?* 

Iti) Are the Oovt^mment considering Uie desiriibiiitv of asking tha 
Railway authoritit^ to eriM-t a dug station nmr the Daulatpur iVdlega 
for the safety and cim venieiice of the students? 

MEMtER ifiolMM*g»of PUILIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) DEPART- 
MENT (Uit HoiPbIg Mr. A. Marr)s (a) No. 

ih) Yes. 

(r) No. 

\(i) The attcntiiiii of the Ibiilway authorities will lie dniwn to the 
ftuhjiH't matter of the question. 

MtulYi SYED dALALUDDIN HASHEMYl Will the Ilon’ble 
Member he (deused to slate the prohiihle time when the attention of 
the Railway authorities will lie drawn to this matter? 

TN Hmi'blt Mr. A. MARRs At oni'e. 

Far iS iwr railMy ilatinfi. 

*aS. Matllvi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs ia) With reference to the 
reply given to starred question No. 4fi on the liOth February, 
will the Hon'ble Member in charge of the Public Works (Railways) 
Department be pleased to state whether the decision of the Itailway 
authorities to construct the Faridpur railway station on a new site 
has been altered? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon^ble Mmnber 
be pleased to stato— 

(t) which site has heeo selected for the purpose; and 
(tt) whether money is being provided this year for the construe- 
ttoQ of the station on a new site as indicated in the answer 
referred tof 
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TIm^ Hoft^bto Hr* A* MAARl (a) The decisicHi ta coHetmct a new 
railway diation ban not been altered. 

(6) (i) The location of the new station has not vet been definitelv 
•ettled. 

(n) NecesHnr>’ funds were provided by the Railway authorities for 
the purpose durinff 1930-31, but owing to financial circumstances it 
will not lie ixiHsible to incur this expenditure at present. 

Kim Bahadur MauM ALIMUZZAMAN CHAUDHURI: Will the 
Hon'ble Member be pleased to state how long it will take to settle 
the location of the site? 

Tha HafFbla Hr. A. HARRt it is impossible for me to say; that 
is a matter for the Railway authorities. 


FaridpurwHadaripur^Barital Railway prwjaot 


• TAMIZUDDIM KHAN: Will the Hen’ble Member 

.n chur^e of the Public Work* (Ruilwny*) I)e,«rt,nent be pleased to 
State whether the scheme for railway extension from Faridpur to 
Ma^ianpur via Bhangu has lieen abandoned? 

(b) If not, whnt action i* bein,r taken to grive effect to the project* 

TIm Hwi'bl* Mr. 

definitely iibnndotie<i. 


A* HARR; (a) The scheme has not been 


(h) The |w.|H>«al* for railway extensions in the Faridpur and 
BaWgniij distnoU are under investifration by the authcHities of the 
KMtem Bengfal lUilway. 

?,'***^* Hon’ble Member be pleased to sUt* 

wkeiber the Railway Board ordered a snnrey of this line and operation* 
were actually begun but subsequently given up? 

V **'■ •**•*••* ‘*>e Hon’Ue Member mean tlw 

F*rrfp«r-Cham.^ria line* If so. so far a, I remember. Hut is 
the Hallway authorities ubandone<i it subsequently. 

SHAMtUDDIN AHMED: Will the Hon’Me Member b. 
pleased to state the exact shape of the scheme at presentf 
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’ Hit H i« *fc li Mr* A» IMIlfIt 1 mdd^ 8tr» Uuit tlM* propoMl* 
mm v^der iiiTestiirmtimi by tbe aatboniicw of iba Bofttim Btiifol 
B^w»y. 


Umtamrf Qiittfimi 
It itliMi Wirt ItM ill tlw UMt)« 


4t. Matilvi MUHAMMAD rAZLULLAHt Will tW ntm’bit 

Minister in charge of the Kducaticm Depoiimeiit be pleaaed to tUit 
bow many Itfuchers have up till now lieeu aelected for the SUtt 
acholarthip o|wn to leacJieri*— 

(t) fnim the (iovernment uchooln; 

(u\ from the aided and uniiidcHl ach«MiU: 

(III) how many teacherx have Vieen callwl for interview this yeat j 
and 

(ir) how many of them have lioeii Melectinl or are likely Ui bt 
selecUMl Y 

MINItTEIt in olitr«iOf EDUCATION DlMNTMiNT (Uw Ntil*Mt 
Mr. Kliwtia NazimtiMin) : (i) Ten. 

(it) Nil. 

(til) Eight. 

(ir) None have yet been itelecteil; two probably will be. 


Mymwwtogh ditlHM ptrtititn t M n w i t. 

m, Mtmvi AiDUL HAMID SHAHs (a) Will the Hon bit 

Member in charge of the lievenue Department lie pleaaed to lay cm the 
table a atmiement ahowtng the total area of land acc|uired by Oovem- 
ment in diJferent placen of the diairict of Mymenaingh in eonntcitim 
with the abandoned diatrict jmHitiem ac’-heme^ 

(b) In wbat condition baa the aatd land been left since acetnisitson f 

(e) What income, if any, baa Oowenuneni made out of tbe land tbiia 
aoqniredl^ 
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MiMBER Oi olitrsi of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (TBi Hon-Mo 
BIr ProvtNi CfiutMlar Mittor): (a) (1) Land acquired for Kislunreganj 
district headquarters — 135 151 acres. Land acquired for brickfield — 
;i8:n acres. 

(2) Land acquired for Baxitpur sulidivisional headquarters — 59*992^ 
acTos. Lund ttr<iuire<l for brickfield — 8-264 acres. 

(.1) Land acquired for Itna Bural Magistracy — ^24*240 acres. Land 
acquired for brickfield — 5*25 acres. 

(4) 04 009 u<;res of land were acquired for Iswarganj subdivisional 
headquarters. The cost was met by Babu Brojendra Kishore Ray 
Chaudhuri, Zamindar of Qouripur, to whom the land has been made 
over. 

(y5) Land acquired for Jamalpur district headquarters — 374-027 
acres. Land acquired for brickfield — 39-89 acres. 

(6') Lund a< tiuired ff>r Dhanbari sulxli visional headquarters — 55-834 
acres. Lund acquirinl for brickfield — 5-95 acres. 

(h) Some lands are lying fallow and the rest have lieen let out on 
teiniMO’ury leases which provide for ejectment on notice. 

(r'^ The annual rent received bv (loverninent from the leased out 
land is Its. 5,427. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID BHAH: In connection with unsw^er (4). 
will the ILm’ble MemlnM* be pleased to state whether the original 
owneis of the land jruid the chkhI of acquisition? 

Tht Hon'bit Bir PROVABH CHUNDER MITTER: Perhaps the 
member is under a misapprehension. The acquisition was first made 
bir public purposes ; it was made at Government expense and not with th# 
money paid by the xamindar. The cost was subsequently wot by 
Babu Brojendra Kishore Hay Chaudhuri, tamindar of Gouripur, when 
the land which was no longer necessary* for Govemment purposes 
was handed over to him, 

Mivlti ABDUL HAMID BHAHi Will the Hcm’ble Member be 
pleased to state if the acquired lands will be made over to the original 
owners in payment of the cost of the original acquisition? 

Tilt Hmm$ Bir PROVABN DHUNDER MITTERl If an npplkiH 

tion is made, it will be conaidered on its own merits. 
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n. Mr. ARUN CMANDIIA tlNCHA: Will the Em'hh Mmiater 
in ckarge of the liocal S«lf-Gov«nimoiit I)e}xiHment bo {ileniiCH! to Iny 
on tbo table a flUiement shoiring for the laiit teu yeari^ 

(•) the incidence of road obtained in different thnnaa of 
Murahidabad ; 

(tt) the amount realised from each thana; and 

(tu) the amount spent for the <x>natruction and maintenasee of 

roads in each thunay 

Tht Hon’Mo Kumar SHIB SHEKHARBiWAR RAYl The road 

cess is lovinl on estates soinetimes extending over several thanas and 
so no figures are available thana by tliiina. 


2-4f) p .m. 


REtOLUTIORS 

(Ofi mattart of ganarai puRtio ialaiaat*) 


[The discussion on the resolution regarding the proposal to amend 
the Bengal Tenancy I^aw was then resumed.] 

RaRu ilTENDRALAL BANNERdEEl Sir^ cnntiuumg my rejdy vt 
yesterday, I shall first of all refc^r to certain points which I omitted 
to notice in the s|ieiHh of the Hon'ble Member. The Ifou^blo 
Member gave T(K5 as the nuiiilN'r of pre>em{ition cases; 1 quite agnus 
with him that the number is not large and that the operation of this 
lArticular clause? rwjuires further watching. But at the same time 
1 would ask him to remenilM?r that the mere figure of cases is not 
absolutely conclusive. The question is, not how many cases Were 
instituteii, hut whether they were or were not instituted as a lever of 
oppression tor the purpose of ousting l>oua fide tenants and getting 
khas possession by the luimiitdurs. That is the criterion to l>e appliiNl 
and not limply the number of casi»s actually instituted. 

On the point of salami, the Hon'ble Member seemed to imply that the 
drop in the number of sale transactions as indicated by the drop of 
registration revenue might n<it l»e a matter of regret : it might indicate 
a reduction in sales, not between bona fide agricuUiirisis, not between 
ieiuuit and tenant, but between tenant and mahajan. May f remiad 
my hon'ble friend that the sale transactions between agncuUurists 
and mabajans would not be affected at all or would m»t be affected 
appreciably by the question of excesatve salami. The mahajan would 
always be aUe to meet the demand for enhanced salami* or wonid 
dednet it Irom the pnrehaae price; it is ibe bona fide agricnlturist wba 
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would iuJfer. Whatever shrinkage has occurred, therefore, is sure to 
have occurred in the number of transactions between bona fide agri- 
culturists. That is a point to which I hope the Hon'ble Member will 
pay attention. 

My friend, Habu Satish Chandra Bay Ghowdhuri, whom I must 
congratulate on the very able and lucid manner in which he presented 
the samindar*K fsiint of view to us yesterday, iised a rather striking 
metaphor when he said that the samindars acted as buffers between 
the Government on the one band and the people on the other, and 
that they received kicks from both parties and sixpences from neither. 
But I should like to remind him that if they act as buffers, it is a 
position of their own seeking; nobwly has thrust it upon them. If 
the position is uncomfortable, why should not they wriggle out of it 
as best as they may? The sooner they remove themselves from this 
uncomfortable prwition, the Wtter for them and the country at large. 

My friend Mr. (Jhowdhuri asked me again and again to remember 
the middle classes who would he si^ecially hit, if my proposal was carried 
out. 1 am not particularly interested as to which party is hit, or 
which party will gain. What I want is that the contention must 
he settled on the etenial principles of justice, equity, fair play, and 
ancient and immemorial usage. The middle class, after all, is my 
own class; I do not wish that they should suffer; but what I urge 
most of all is that justic’o must Ik* done to the class from whom 
justice has l»een long withheld. 

Bnhu Kishori Mohan Chuudhiiri nuikes it a complaint that I have 
not brought a resolution on behalf of the adhiars. Well, I do not stand 
in his way; he (an bring in any such resolution if he likes. Why should 
he expect that ever>’thing should lie done by us? And why should he 
take advantage of this kind of delmte to say that we are advocating 
the cause of the lapitalist raiyats? After all. Sir. even capitalist 
raiyats have some kind of right whit^h requires to be protected and 
saleguartled. 

Mr. Bijoy I’rasad Singh Boy asked me sarcastically whether 1 
wanted to justify my connection with the Praja party. Sir, my con- 
nection with the Praja party does not stand in need of any justification; 
it is nothing to be aahamed of; rather, my position in the Praja party 
it a matter of pride and privilege to me. But it is wrong to suppose 
that my allegiance is due to the Praja party primarily. My allegiance 
is due Ursi, and foremost, and all (he time, to the great tenant com- 
munity of the district from which 1 come, and which, in the lace of 
great odds and in spite of the combined opposition of the Congress 
and of landlords, have done me the honour of sending me here sgain. 

1 shall consider my life's work fulfilled and my It^'s hopes gratified* 
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il l etm. dboluurge even » fractioii af tli« oUigiilioii imd«r wkieb t, iA 
e0mmm vtUi all my couairyauBii^ lia ta %h» niyala <rf Bangal. 


With ikeae words, 1 oommead my r«» 8 oluticMi (o tka acooplanoa of 

4ka Hooae. 

The motion of Baku Jitendmlal Banncrjf>e was ]Mit and a diTisioa 
taken with the following result : — 


AYEt. 


AasMa* Maaiti aasnsseaiii. 

All* Msmvi NSMSS. 
asliOl. MSIIWI tyts MalM. 
rnumiiu Mr. a. 
assMTisa Ms a m sir sm . 

OasirwMIn, Msulvi MsMsiffisa. 
CnawSSiiri, Kfcss asMyr Msslvi AfU 
miiaii. 

Cas yMii irt * Msslvt A^irsliMMlA. 
CliMiiSwry. MsiHvI Nyral AbMir. 
einwMiyry. NsJI as«f AImm«. 
C a swSlHwry* Msttivl AM'il OSssi. 

iMMiji. Msttiti Mur asaMw aasii. 

rasMtaii. Hsmvi M sa si iis ni . 

Nshis^ Msmvf Aaesi. 


Mstatwiy* MsmSH tysi Jsiats«la 
Nstea AmH IsKsi s l. 

NSMSlfl* MSttiVl MttiNIfllSMM. 

Hsa* KlMm tasia Msirisi asitsl. 

HiMMUa, MssHii unsfat. 

Asrtis* MsmIvI AMhI. 

KSMM, Ms mNI AMlL 

assm kimm taMk Maaisl M aa tm ai AM. 

ua M sasi ii n a* nam< 

RsiWMm Mr. A* 
asaaisii* Msahrl Aili«r. 

Aslmisii* Mr. A. f, M. ASAe^ 

•s m s i * Mssivi a a as s . 

•asm Msillvl AMSI NSlMI. 


MOit. 


All, Mr. AltSf. 


CSMtlta* Mr. A. 

cassMnin, asas Kltlwrl M sMs s . 


frassSTisrt. Kluw aslweiir Msmvl Mainr 


OMa* Mr. O. 4. 
essaw. Mr. a. 0. 
esH Mr. a. a. 

, Mr. A. A. 
r. a. A. 


K. a M. 

airrt t sr, Mr. A. Oss u Mr l l. 

si tsMa MA a* 
, Mr. M. a. 


cilsarlit, Mr. m, M. 



Msrr, m nmem Mr. A. 


usasTty. tat Mtirait Mr. a. n. 

Msaasrii, Msi asas Mir tsrita oassars. 


tu tm u m m, ta# Mtsiat Mr. kinniis. 
arMtMt, Mr. W. a. A 
asiast* Mr. art u sss Ota. 
osy oataaaMry, Osas Ssiifa casaers. 
fisy, mt tmran icaaMr taia aaiaai 


rma Mr. 0. f . 



TiiiBiatwii Mr. w. N. 
Tr s rtrt* Mr. W. i. 

T a y atsi , Mr. N. A 
Ww Oiair t a, Mr. M. 0. 


TK. At** Msf 29. aad tlM So«i 60, tlw aMtiim wa* ie*l. 

M 







m 


3 pA. 

Tha ibUowii^p retolutioss were caUad but not moTed and tberefore 
daainiM] to be withdrawn ; — 

Mr. IldOY PRASAD SINDH ROY: ** Thia Council reoommenda 

to the Government — 

(i) that a committee with non*official majority be forthwith 
appointed to inquire into the method adopted by the ceaa- 
revaluation officers of Ben^^al in ascertaining the annual 
value of lands under the Cess Act, 1880 (Bengal Act IX of 
1880), and to report whether the said method is in 
accordance with the existing law and what changes, if any, 
should be made in the Cess Act, 1880, with a view to remove 
ull sources of anomaly in the system of assessment and to 
make the law suitable to the present economic condition of 
the country; and 

(it) that pending the above inquiry further proceedings in the 
matter ot re> valuation W stayed.” 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURt Rahailiif : ” This 

Council recommends to the Government that early steps be taken to 
introduce a Bill on the revenue assessment of temporarily settled 
estates of Bengal to embody in the law the main princ iples by which 
the land revenue is determined, the methods of valuation, the maximum 
of assessment, the jK^riods of rtwision, and the graduation of enhance- 
ments, on the lines of recently introduced Tnited Provinces, Madras 
and Punjab Bills on the subject.” 


Propiiai lor Nio portitiofi of MyMnNiigfi. 

MMilvi ADDUL HAMID SHAH: I lieg to move that this Council 
recommends to the Gc^vernmeni that the .scheme to partiticni Ibe 
difirict of Myitiensingh be now renewed. 

Sir, tbe «ubje(!t-matter of the resolution that I have the privilege 
of placing before the House has a long long histor}'. No administrative 
question has so long been under the consideratton of tbe Goremmeot 
as that of tbe partition of Mymensingh district. 

Sir, it has been admitted long ago on all hands — both official and 
non-official — that the huge sixe of Mymensingh district, its geofTaphiotl 
peouliarities and its teeming population militates against its efficieat 
administration. In addition to these widespread economic diaeoakoai 
which stiimllatetl by racial feeling and defective education tend to 
produce serious administrative difficulties. This district is the Inggest 
ta India and covers an area of E,250 squaiu miles and bae a popnlaikm 
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of ifly bldui. li luw ftvo mbdivioMMi* of wktcli Ui# aroo irafifo Irai 
LIMB oqoare viilM to 086 tqiiaro mikw amd IW of Miek of 

tlMO excmd» tkat of ontire di8trti:«» liko Bonira, Mal<k. Hoofklf, 
B 0 irra]i, Bankuni and dalpaifuri and l>tnai}ior. Tha Komjiaaii 
nmibm of thi« Houae will be intarcoM to know tbai the |io|Milaiioa 
of tliia district is equal to tkai of some Eonqiean countries as IVnmark, 
Norway and Bulgaria. CommunicatioA in this district is prtH'aruma 
and scanty. Pecultiir goographit^l oondituins stand in the way nf 
improring it. lau^gc area in the Miuth-easlem pari of the district is 
covered with Mwain|Mi which in the mins are ('onrerted into large 
stretches of water and is popularly known as the sea urea. Journey 
from Calcutta to Bombay or Peshawar takes much less time than is 
required for travelling from the easternmost part of the district to its 
westernmost village. The jungles of Madhupur stands as an insuper- 
able barrier between these two sharply divided parts of this district 
and it is surprising to know that daring this long period of poliiioat 
umalgamation there has taken place very few cases <vf siH^ial inter- 
course l>etw4H*u th(« )N*ople <tf Kishoreganj and Tsngail or Jumalpor. 


The increase in the oth< ial work of Mymensitigh during the lust 
ten year** in striking anti I he ttmtml of suth extraortbnur>* district 
oruunisatitin i** U*>f>ntl the jwtwer of a single idtiter howevei conipetent 
he is. Kxt*t’uttve tifti«-4*i«* of this district by the force of cirtuiiistaio'es 
and thrtnigh no fault «»f their t»wn are lf*ss in touch with the {leofde 
than els4«wbere. The District Judge is seldiim able to visit the (»u(- 
lying courts and he has to rely on four or more utlditionul Judges 
to deal with the up|M»als and sessions eas<*s, and I ant sure, that my 
official friends in this House. Messrs. Twynam, tiumer and (Ihosh, 
who were once connectetl with the udininislration of the district, will 
hear me out. The t'ivij Surgetin rartdy iiisjiects any outlying dis- 
pensaries and the Su|ierintetident of Police has tt» delegate a large 
fwirtion of his responsibility to twi» or more additional Superintendents. 


lict us now consider the cuse of the Mymensingh IJiatrict Boanl 
whoso im'oine is about 18 lakhs of rupees. Is it humanely possible 
lor an Honoraiy (.'bairman or the |siid Engineer to inspect all the roads 
ojkI tracts of such a huge area. No tract of land in the^ province is 
perhape mom neglcH'ted, more inactesstlde. more illitemie than the 
outlying villages of this district. However honest, however effictent 
the authorities of such big organisation may be we must bear of 
scandals and jobberies in its administration. 

Htr, personal inluenoe is a great factor of good adminisiratiiiii. 
This pereonal influence cannot be eemly establisbed by officers oppreseed 
mill desk work and burdened with the edministmtiim of deneely- 
pnopM ufwae flung far too wide to traverse. Tbeee defects in the 
nffimittiilmtiiMi do not come ppomineittly befiwe the notice of the 
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OorernmeDt but the cui««iatiTe effect of these caioot fail to bef far- 
reaching and there is grave danger that the effect may become very 
serious now that some people have set to persuade the masses that 
Government does not care for their interest. Long before this 
Oovemment came to the conclusion that there was no other remedy 
for all these defects other than the partition. As early as 1876, 
Sir Richard Temple, the then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, ]iroposed 
the fiartition of Mymensingh. After careful consideration of all other 
.alternative measures such as appointment of Additional Magistrate, 
Additional Superintendent oi Police, formation of Advisory Board, the 
Government, on the recommendation of the District Administration 
Committee which was composed of distinguished and experienc^-d 
civilians of Bengal, United Provinces and Behar and Orissa, committed 
itself to the scheme of tripartite division of Mymensingh with Jamalpur 
as the headquarter of the ivesterii and Kishoreganj of the eaateni 
<listrict. The proposal was that the western district fUll be comi>osed 
of Tnngail and Jamalpur sulKlivisious with an area of 2,610 scjiiare mile> 
and 16 lakhs of population whereas the Kishoreganj district will have 
subdivisions at Bajitpur and Ishwarganj, Iw^sides Kishoreganj Snilar 
and will cover an area of 1,6*30 s<}uare miles with 14 lakhs of |K>jHila- 
tion. It will appear from these figures quoted above that these new 
districts would l)e bigger than more than half of the twenty-six districts 
of this province. 

To give eff»H‘t t« this scheme lands were acquired, plans and estimates 
of buildings were made and bricks were Wing manufactured and a large 
part of the estimated cost was incurred. Many jieople were thrown 
out of their ancestral homes asscM-iated with many fond memories and 
-cherishwl tradition; they were deprived of their jmternal lands. They 
most ungrudgingly suffered all these individual losses only for public 
utility. Now. Sir, they are now Irmking with tears in their eyes on 
■the lands over which cattle graze. 

'Sir, I appeal to the House not to W guided by sentiment. The 
district bowadaries are not sacrosanct. They have been frequently 
aUercd in the past. The district of KhulnOi once formed part of 
Jessore and some tract of land now falling within Mymensingh district 
at one time were under several districts, such as Dacca, Pabna and 
Bangpur. 

In asking the House to accept my resolution, 1 am not unmindful 
<if its financial aspect. But, Sir, the consideration of cost must not 
stand to remove the Intolerable nature of the conditions under which 
this district is being administered. The courts both civil and arfminal 
and all other offices and official quarters that are seen in the subdiviaiottal 
Imadquartera. particularly in Kishoreganj, is simply wretched and do aoi 
answer the prestige cl the Government. The miserahle conditkNi of 
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1% pnmui ootirU mi oiEcidi qoartcm ot EjsluNregikij nmi imsHMliatr 
r^p^stmctioii and plans and astimataa oi new court buildinfr and 
oltmal quarters are \mng made. M^r stt|rg«sUon is iliat a fdi|rbt 
allaraiion in ike plan and estimate of these new buildings will meet 
ike requirement of a district headquarters without much additional 
coat. 

The readers of newspapers should not entertain any doubt ns regards 
the intensity of feeling and sincerity of desires of the people wm- 
earned about this scheme. 

At the public (xinfcrcnce held in 1912 at Mymensingh under tho 
presidency of His Fixcellcncy Is»rd Carmit'harl almost all present 
admittwl that some strengthening of the administration was necessary, 
and all the Muhammadan leaders and some Hindu lamindars that wert* 
present on the iM'casion were dw'idedly in favour of this meonuis*. A 
great disappointment was felt by the people when the st^heme was 
postponis]. Heavily signed memorial was sent to His Kx«'eilenc> the 
Karl of Honaldshay praying for the completion of the scheme. A 
joint deputation of the leaders of Kishtin^ganj. Jamalpur and Bajit)mr 
waited on His Kxcellency l^ord Lytton in H122 ami on His Kxcellency 
Colonel the Right Hon’ hie Sir Stanley flacks4m, (Jovenou* tif ItengaK 
in 1928, for placing Is'fore their Ismlshifis the views of the public on 
the subject. Their ls»rdshij>s were conviioeil of the necessity and 
urgenc'V of the ncheme an<l gave very’ symjmthelic re|d> cm laiih the 
ficcasions. Only the other day the All-liengid Tenants* (Nmference in 
its annual w‘ssions under the presidency of Mr. Alahir Raheeni, i .i.K., 
if.L.r., gave w hole-heart«Ml and unanimous sup|Mtrt to this resolution. 

I come hen* anned with a resolution passed in Kishoregiinj stipfsirting 
the prt’sent motion. 

I agiiin apjsxil to this august Housi* not to Iw swayed by sentiment 
ond not to flout public (»pinion, being influence*! by peoide having vested 
interest in the town of Mymensingh, I lies«xxh the mcml»ers of this 
House to look straight inU) facts liefore C4>m)ng to their decision. The 
number of criminal as well as civil cases in Kishoreganj sulMlivisiiin 
only far excxxui those* of an average district of any province in fndm. 
One SuWudge at Mymensingh is exclusively engagecl with the original 
civil auits coming from that subdivision and the hearing of appeala 
from two of its Munsifs keeps busy a second one. The number of 
aeosions cases committe*! from that subdivision only ^as 61 in 1924, 
54 in 1926, 46 in 1928 and 47 in 1929, and the number of police cas^ 
tried by Deputy Magistrates of that ploce was 1,087 in 1926, 990 in 
1927. The XHsirici Judges of the ordinary* districts in Bengal do not 
deni with more than two doaen sessions cases in a year. 

1 implore you to picture to yourself the hardship and expense of tfcn 
Hiignats of that area have to haar in bringing their witnesses to ooufta 
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wliiok in numy cbmi w nora tJHiii 70 mile# iron theiir liom66. Sir, 
dalayed or justice #eo«ied at sueli a huge coet i# woise than 
justice denied. 

Decentralisation in every sphere of life is the cry of the day. 
Centralisation is an obstacle of good Government. Decentralisation 
means creation of more centres — public activity of all kinds. It helps 
mass education and stimulates mass consciousness. It is needless for 
me to make any siiecial appeal to the Government members. The 
Government after a long and careful consideration of all facts and 
alternative propfisals had ih» option but to dehnitely and irrevocably 
commit themselves to the scdieme of the (sirtition of M>*mensingh 
district for improving the intolerable nature of its administration. I 
am, theref(»re, confident that the whole Hous<» cannot hut accept 
unanimously the resolution moved by me. 

U-15 p.m. 

Thn Hontilt Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: Sir, it may save time if I 
explain the fjosition at once. 1 fancy that the members of this House 
know very well what it is. The administration of the district at 
Myrnensingh ctninoi la* satisfactory^ whilst it remains as large as it 
now is. The question was gone into by the District Administration 
Committee and aftiu due c<msideration the Government in the pre- 
reform days sanctioned the {uirtition of Myrnensingh into three districts. 
They incurred a certain amount of preliminary cxfH*nditure — something 
like Us. lakhs — hut the total exfiendilurt* required wais a mutter 

of alHiut Its. 7d lakh.s. The question came up on the demand for a grant 
in Ul!lfl. A demand wa.s made for Us. (» lakhs and notwithstanding an 
Hp[ieal made by my predece.ssiu- Sir Henry Wh<*4»ler the Council refused 
the demand. In the following year, in a motion was moved in 

this (\>uu('il — “That this Council recommends ti) the Government that 
the (M>st]>oiied scheme of the partition of Myrnensingh district he carried 
out when funds aiv available.*’ It will he noticed that that resolution 
was comparatively modest <'om|>tmHl with the present one which is — 
“That this CoutK il leconimeuds to the Government that the scheme to 
IjHiriition the district of Myrnensingh he now renewed.” In dealing 
with the resolution of Sir Hugh Stephenson whilst saying that 

“we still consider the |mrtition to l»e very necessary” also said “nt 
pres 4 «ni it is not within the .sphere of practical politics to go on with 
the scheme.” If it was not within the sphere of practical politics to 
go on with the scheme in 1922 much less is it within the spheiw of 
practical politics to go on with the scheme in 1990. There are a 
very large number of schemes before Government at the present momenl 
and they are all of them held up for want of money. I would adviee 
the CouActi to be very careful before they try to piees Govermnent to 
earmark Rs. 79 lakhs for this schmae* desirable though it ii» whm 
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m 90 mmy otli»r idieniM waittBir ^ ^ fimmo d whm m wlikli 
mip 4ir«elly oonottmed witli mmtteni wkiok I know tha mMnWt of iktu 
Cpiuicil luiTe Tery mocli at heart. I am afraid* therefore* that 1 moat 
opfioee this resolution at the present moment. What Sir Hniph 
Stephenson said in 1922 is this ; **At present it is not within the sphetw 
of practical politics to go on with the scheme. We have not got the 
money and as far ns me can see we shall not have money in the 
immediate future. I* would like, however, the Council to know that 
we still consider the partition to he very neceswirv. Kc» fur as this 
particular resolution is conc<*med, the opinion of (lovemmenl is that 
the scheme should lie carried out when funds are avails hie, hut until 
the Council show unmistakably that they aw prejiareil to vote the 
necessary funds, (loveminent are not pre|»ired to go on with the 
sM’heme.*’ I would, therefore, suggest to the mover of this resolution 
that be should withdraw it and bring it up again at some more 
<»|^>js»rtune time when thcr<* is some chance t»f money l»eing found for 
this verj’ necessary work and also at the same time of money lieing 
found for many (»ther urgi»nt and im|Mirlunt schemes. If he di>es n«»t 
sea his wa\ to withdraw his resolution 1 am afraid I must o)»tNiae it 
on the ground that if is alisolutcly ls\v<»nd the sphere of practienl 
politics to renew the scheme now. 


Mailivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: H the ilotim* alli»ws me I would 
like to withdniw my pro|sisal on condition that if the financial condiiiim 
improves the schenc’ will come into force. 


Mr. PlliSIDCNT: H you want to withdraw voui resolution yoU 
ahall have to do so uiuonditionully. 


Maillvi ABDUL HAMID BHAHl Then I ask leave to withdraw »y 
resolution. 

The motion of Mauivi Abdul Hamid Shah was then, hv leave of 
the Council, withdrawn. 

The billowing motion was called hut not ino%'e<l, and, therefore, 
deemed to he withdrawn : — 


Brljtfl TM BAHADUII BINQHs ** Thta (Council n>coitiro«Ada to 
ike Government that aiepa he forthwith taken to atop the total import 
into the Province of all brands of that commodity which paaaea by tho 
name of vi^tahle product, or if that be not poeaible to legislate for ibo 
pruaeai lor tbe introduction of some such c^our in the commodity •• 
wM easily diatinguiah H from ordinary fbee.*’ 
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rrtHMil Ur Hit mntummnt m nm pemiafiiiitly siCtM am if 
Bangil. 

Mr. lliOY PRMAO tlNCH ROY: I beg to move that iliie 
Council recommencifl to the Government that a Committee of officialft 
nnd non-officiala be appointed at an early date — 

(a) to examine the system of land tenure in the Permanently Settled 

area of Bengal with a view to ascertain whether it is possible 
to acquire the various grades of interests in land on payment 
of proper compensation to encourage and improve agricul- 
ture by re-distribution and re-settlement of lands on a new 
basis and by conferring on the settlement holders the right 
of the freedom of contract by repealing the Bengal Tenancy 
Act; and 

(b) to find out whether the land revenue of the Province can be 

augmented by such re-settlement.’* 

Sir, in moving this resolution I take upon myself a very great 
responsibility, but 1 do so, Sir, in the general interests of the agri- 
cultural population and of the people dependent on agriculture and 
not in the interests of any fMirticular class or community. Of course 
if this resolution is accepted and given effect to it will do away with 
aamindars, with the long chain of tenure holders, so that it will bring 
about a complete revolution in the land system of Bengal. It will 
do awuy with the Permanent Settlement altogether. What will be 
its effect should lie pro[ierly examined before any such experimental 
measure is accepted. The immediate object of my resolution is to 
request the Government to appoint a committee to enquire into the 
question and see whether such a proposal is at all feasible or not. 
There is a standing grievance against the Permanent Settlement, vis., 
that Bengal has lost much of its revenue because of the Permanent 
Settlement and that the revenue is consumed or intercepted by the 
samindars and tenure holders. This may or may not be correct but 
certainly thie ia the view which my friend Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee 
and others hold. 

Sir, the Permanent Settlement was established in 1793, the 
lamindars were made the inroprietors of the soil but ae Babu Jitendralal 
Bannerjee pointed out yesterday, within a few years of the introduetbm 
of the Peraanent Settlement the Government began to regret H. 
They began aooordingly to encroach upon the rights of the aamhuInM. 
The first encroachment waa by the impoeition of the moome-taji on 
the landhol^ng income during the early part of the aeventiee of Gie 
last century, li waa aboUehed, but then came the oeeaes which 
were ieUowed by the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1886. The climax waa 
reached in the Bengal Tenancy (A m en d ment) Act, 1988. By Mua 
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Jkil ril^t qI tr»iuil«r»lnltty luui hmn eoaleiTMl upoft occtt}i»ti<^ 
«Bd tke laniUorda luive been depriTml ev«ii of llio ri|^t of 
dboostog their own iemmU. So the tamindiirs and tenure holder* are 
not Mttefied with the system as in force at the present moment. 
Apparently the tenants are also not satished. Only to-day we had a 
motioii moved by Babu Jitcndralal Banner jee on bebuLf of the tenants. 
Mr. Bannerjee very boldly declaretl that the tenants were not satiidAed 
under the present system. So if nobody is satiKiie<i there ou|rbt to 
be some change. Sir, the long chain of Mubinfeudatioii have rendered 
land um*conoinic in Bengal. If the actual value of one btgha of land 
is Rs. 20, a samindar gets only Rs. 2, the tenure holder gets Re. l-S, 
and if there are two tenure holders they g»'t not more than Rs. li leaving 
only Rs. 15 to the tiller of the soil; whuh he gets only if he cultivates 
the land himself. But on account of the bad health of West Bengal 
the cultivator has got to de{)end on imported labour with the result 
that his income is rtHluceii from Rs. 15 to Rs. 10. There are also other 
factors which have ren<ler«Hl holdings tinecononiir in Ikoigal, vis., their 
division and subdivision due to our law of succession. There is the 
constant cry of uncniployinent. The sons of bhuiraloki are an&ious 
to go to the land but this tKe> can only do if the (lovernment can make 
it their worthwhile for doing so by providing tlumi with higgler hold- 
ings where they «*an ust» scientific uiipliances for agriculture. Bui 
this is iK)ssihle if the (iovernment can resume land which are already 
settled with the xamindars and tenure holders. My iwoptvsal is this; 
let the Government, by floating a Ituin or hv any other means which 
may be (‘onsidere<i pnicticuhle, acquire all the interests from samindar* 
downwards, and then resettle (hem with the tillers of the soil, that is, 
people who want to cultivate it themselves. They will make higher 
inc<ime and the Government higher n»veiiue. Kir. the result of the 
tenancy legislation in Bengal has l>e<m that land has C4«ased to he 
improved by the xamindars or the tenure holders. If 1 ini|>nive my 
land it is natural that I shotiUl expect si>me return from it because the 
money I spend on it must bring its return. The jierusl from 1B60 
to 1885 was a {leriod of great ugricultunil im|)ri»vemeni and ]irosperity. 
The landlords spent much mimey in reidaiming the waste lands in 
their estates and in helping agriculture. Thus twiKibtrds of Bengal 
which was waste land was re( luimad but this reclamation and improve* 
ment work have ceased since the ioiroductum of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act. 

Sir, in every department of life we are progressing from status to 
eonUci. 

S40 p.m. 

But free cootiect between landlord and tenant is discouraged hy 
taanney legialaitoiia. fvven the huii Act of 1928 doea not shirw iiny 
impmiMnt on the previous Act. When my friend Mr. J. h, Ban n i fjin 
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Aiid hi» sa|>porteni fipeelc of tlie kiidlord'g doty to improve his Mtoto 
and to look after the welfare of his tenants they t^e the analiifnr 
from English landlordism; hut we must remember that in Eagiafid 
there is no such Act as the Bengal Tenancy Act to control the relation* 
ship between the landlord and his tenant. He is under ^le ordinary 
law of Uie land entitled to let out and lease out his land at a reasonable 
profit. The improvement in the economic condition of the country is 
only possible if the Government agree to acquire all the yarioits 
interests in land and resettle them with the actual tillers of the soil or 
with those who a^ill spend money in improving the holdings. This 
will lx* ixwsible only if a free contnict is allcwed between the owner 
of the holdings and the cultivators. This is a question with which 
the Hon* hie lleveiiue Memlx.*r is ver>' much familiar and I need not 
s|ieak ini»re on my resolution. 

As n^giirds stth-clause (h) of my resolution it is also a standing 
grievance that Bengal suffers because a large jx>rtion of Bengal* s 
revenue is intcrce|it4Ml by snmindars; whether this is a fact or not 
should also Is* emjuired into. If the Government can derive more 
revenue by fn'sh settlement of lands and sjxmd moiv imuiey for the 
welfare of the* jH'ople I think it is worthwhile to enquire into that 
question. With these few wonls I Is^g to commend my resolution to 
the a<!ce|»tance of the House. 

TNi Sir PROVASH OHUNDER ItITTER: The question 

is so vast and the problems art* so ctunplicated and involve the excunina* 
tion of so many inten*st.H that I wcmld U* ver>’ nish if 1 were to accept 
the n^solutioii as it stands; at the same time I find that it is desirable 
to make an en<}uir>’ into the present conditions of land tenure in this 
province. If not for any n*uson, for this reason and this reason alone, 
that the agriculturists are not conteiibni with their lot; if not for any 
reason for this reason that existing conditions tend to class warfara 
leading U) nowhen*, if not for any other renstm for this reason that 
about IM) jwr cent, of the litigation in this province arises directly or 
indirectly from the (piesUon of ccdlection of rents, and this meana 
that the sulxiiance of the agriculturists and the substanc'e of the land* 
lords ore wasted. There are other reasons too which justify an enquiry 
but if there an* these a (wtori reasons for an enquiry and for a proper 
examination of this big question, it ought to strike any one who appliea 
hit mind to this problem that it is one of great intricacy and that there 
are so many vested interests involved. My friend Mr. Bijoy Prasad 
Singh Roy has put forward this question but I should like to know 
from him whether the big landlords are with him and whethm* they 
would like it. 1 should like to know fn>m him whether the teoure 
holders interspersed all over the province would agree to it. 1 shcwld 
like to know from Mr. J. L. Bannerjee 4iiid cithers who rep te sen t the 
raiyats whether they would welcome it. But my real wmam 
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i A i mAing to aooepi this nsoliitioii is thst that at the pntUBmk wmhA via 
aaa ioaiawhat in the dark and nobody smou to know tha poiitkia 
amrataly. 1 am free to confoM that not even Qovammant are in 
pess e e sMai of aoooiuto knowledge withoai further imqniry. But if 
^vemment knowledge be limited it will be well-nigh impomiUe lor a 
body of non-officials to get at the true state of things. Government, 
however, have valuable materials at ita disposal and it is the Govt^m- 
meni and the Government alone which can shift these materials. 

The mover of the resolution has suggested a committee of officials 
und non-officials. But what is the committee to do^ With an area 
oxtfMading over 70,000 H(|unre miles, with millions of |s>|>uluiiou and 
with so many interests each district diffenmt fn»m the other, and 
even in the same district one jsirt differing from the tilher, where are 
the materials in a j»res<»ntahle form for the committw^* But fortu- 
nately we have the materials which if properly examinwl may yield 
satisfactoiy* results. We have materials for 17 districts where the 
ie<'onl-of-rights has ls»en c<imj»let#Hi and very smm we shall have 
maU^riais for a nuinls'r of other districts where the record-of-rights 
are in pn^cess of c^inipletion. [.s't the materials lie shifte<l first; and 
ii will re^juire a nuinlier of officern working bard for months to shift 
the muU'rials. And I can hen* take the House int4i my tMinfidenct* 
and say that Goverrimi'iii us a wh<»le have decides! to shift the materials 
through ials. After this eiiqmiy' through officials have betm cinu- 
idetcsl 1 and other inembt*rs of (iovernmeiit would lie in a lietter posi- 
tion to understand the ctirrect }s«sttion. If after this eimuir>* it lie 
found that further pursuit of the line would lead to a blind alley 
then it. will do no gissl to iirtM-eetl any further. If, however, as a 
result of this enquiry it be fouml that there are possibilitiiMi that 
pruMems affecting the firosjierity of every individual living in the 
rural areos of Bengal and outside the rum! areas, can lie satisfactorily 
followed we should have the fmnkest and freest diwussion with the 
dilTerent veste<l interests. Then*fore, it is not isissible (or me to 
accept the resoluti«iii us it stands. At the same time I am quite will- 
ing to agree to the ffdloa tng mislificaiion of the resolution i 

‘‘That this (\tuncil recommemls the Goveniment to examitin 
the system of land tenure in the permanently settled area <if B<mgitl 
with a view to ascertain whether it is possible to mf|utre the varimis 
grades of intemsts in land on jsiyment of proper compensation to 
encourage and im|irove agriculture by redistribution and reseltlemeiit 
of lands on a new Imsis/' 

Up to that and without the addition of *'a Committee of officials 
and non-officials” I am willing to accept but I may say quit# iratikly 
that even then it would be nothing but n pious resolution. The real 
ihi^g will dapnnd on the enquiry ixmducied throuiHi officials and iban 
nn nxnminntion of the result of that oaquiry by the different inleiusln 



B£80LtJT10K8. 


[lira JkB, 


m 

ooBLcarned. If my friend Mr. Bejoy Prasad Singfi Boy withdraws 
this resolution on this assurance or accepts it in this modified form 
without definitely fomraittinif either this House or the Government I am 
ready to a^'<ept it. I cannot possibly commit Govwiiment to the reso- 
lution as it stands. 

Mf» BEdOY PRASAD SINGH ROYS Sir I accept the modification 
suprgested by the Hon^ble Member. 

Mr* PRESIDENT* In that case it must come to me in the shape of 
an amendment. The mover of the resolution cannot possibly move that 
and I cannot, in the ordinaiy course, accept it if there be any objec- 
tion. Havinjf regurd to ibis, will the ITon’ble Member himself move 
such an amendment P 

Tha HOfl’bia Sir PROVASH OHURDER MITTER: If I am assured 
by the different groiiiw in this House that there is no ol^ection I am 
leady to move it. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: How C4U1 the House indicate that? The ques- 
tion will not l>e betore them till you have actually moved the amend- 
ment. 

Tha Hon’bla Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: T want to 
explain my iwwitiou, Sir. According- to my view the amendment even 
in this particular form is merely a pious ex|>ression of o{>inion and 
does not commit Govenimeiit in any way but at the same time I do 
not want to move this amendment in the absence of 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You have already said that. 

Tbt Hon’Mt Sir PROVASH CHUNDER MITTER: Ut me explain 
further, Sir. If the rej>rp.Hentatives of the Proja party or the repre- 
aentaiives of the landlords' ptirty hav«? no objection I may ipove it; 
if they objwt, 1 will not move it. 

Mr. PRRSIOENT! I am not at all ronc-emed whether you move 
it or not. 

Thi Hm’bto Sir PROVASH CHUNDER ItlTTER: As 1 find no 
indication of olijection on the part of any member, I move it. 

Bite lOBHDRI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I obje<t Sir. 

Tim HtiPMn Bir PNOVABH OHUNOiR MITTBR: In that cane 
I do not move it, 

•Nr* DMOY PRABAD BINGH ROYl In that cane I have no ^her 
•Itcmative bni to withdraw my raeolntioii. 
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moticffi of Mr. Bijoy Prtisad Singh Roy wnn Umip by \tm^ 
ol Omncilp wiilidmwn. 

Tho fcdlowing resolution was rnlled but not niovtul and. ihorelbmp 
deemed to he withdrawn : — 

Maiilvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: This Council iwotuuMiida 
to the Government to tnke immediate stepa to introduce a Bill to amend 
the Patni Sale I^w of Beii)tal (Bengal Regulation VlII of 1819) 
principally under the following heads: — 

(t) to provide for setting tt*<ide the sale in (HiniMmance with the 
principles enunciated in Hection 174 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act (Act VIII of IHHf)) and onler 21, rules 89 and 90, of the 
first Schedule to the (’ivil l*nK'e<lure (’ode (Act V of 1908) 
and section 22 of the Bengal Public Deiuunds RiMHivery Ac?l, 
191.1 (Bengal Act HI of 19M); 

(ii) to pr<»vide for •iepuratioii of shares of Putin Tulu((s held in 
coiiimoii by opening of si*purate ac<*ouiits in accordance with 
the principles of Revenue Sale l^aw (Act X! of 1859); and 
(ill) to make other incidental changes.” 


PmilitiAiaii in Fairs awl Hits. 

Mailiwi HAiSAN ALI: 1 Wg to move that thia (\mncil rtMumi- 
mends the Government that iiniuiHliati' Hteim be taken to atofi the 
pnictice of {iroeiituti(»n of fallen women in fuim and HfiU of Bengal. 

Sir, 1 would not have ihovihI this nwolutioii aa Mr. Jilendra Nath 
(Thakravarty was going to move f«^r leave to introduce a Bill with the 
like objcH‘t« in view. But as unfortunately he hae reigned bin neat, 
and his motion is going out untnoviHl, 1 think it ia my duty now to 
move this resolution. 

Sir, I need not mention that every year, melaa big and iiuall are 
held in almost every part of Ihmgal. My own district and its neigh* 
bourtng one rank first in this respe<4. In this part of the country 
Sir, lie all the big fairs of Bengal such as Alakhan, Nekmarda Dar- 
wmni, etc. One cannot but be aorprised to see Sir, that one of the 
chief featurei of these melas is this tmmoml and vicious trade. St**, 
<Nfte cannot fail to lie shiM’kcsl with borro'r to see that the young section 
of the iiOpttlaticHi are viniting these evil shops of infamy day and 
night purcdiasing shame ful diseases and infecting the innca^nt family. 
In this way Sir, families are being ruined, and houses are being 
destioyed. 

Melw ai« held during ceHain parts of the y«ar, some for one mofttli, 
MW for 20 daya and some for 16 days. But ihars are haia and H aaa a i 
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n^ieli are mcH’e dangarouii in tkis reapect, Sir. At we know, Str^ hats 
are ttomewhat permanent < These are not towns. No adraatage ot 
town can be found in these hats. But we will never miss, Sir, that 
the evil, the Satan in the town, is invariably here also. 

I do not like to dilate upon the subject any further inasmuch 
as we one and all know what havoc is bein|^ worked out in Bengal 
hgr this unchecked evil practice. The political philosopher may view 
the evil as a **necessary one.*' But Sir, I think it is the primary dut)* 
of a civilised Government to save its population from moral as well 
as from physical ruin. 

Sir, wo are going to intrwluce coinpulsorj- primary" <Hlucati(HL in 
the country, we are going to jmiss measures for j>revention of dangerou.s 
diseases. We have also got an Early Marriage Prohibition Act. All 
these will be of no avail and will prove a sheer mockery unless the 
Ooveniment jnif a stop to tbis ill-priictire of pmstitution. 

3-45 p.m. 

Tim Hoti'liln Mr. A. N. MOBERLY: 1 may say at once, Sir, that 
Government riH’ognise and deplore the existence of this evil. It i«, 
however, one thing U> rtM»ognise the existence of the evil and quite 
another to be able to devise means to deal with it. On Ix^half of 
Government I am ready to give an undertaking that Goveniment will 
initiate enipiiries to see what jiructical ste|>s can Ire taken to deal 
with it. Government will also welcome any practical sugg(^siiotlS from 
any soun'e. T am, however, unable to pmmise that imme 4 liate measures 
will 1)0 tiiken to stop the evil. We have had Bills before ihi.s House; 
we have examined thowr Bills, and in every case we found that they 
would Ire al)solutely ineffective to stop the evil which we all deplore. 
1 ho|M* the mover of the resolution will perhaps understand that it is 
impossible for us to take immediate measures, because although we 
^ire to dt^il with this evil, we do not know at all what meusurcs to 
take. I hojie that ou my assunince that we will initiate enquiries 
uud do our best to deal with the evil, he will nve hia way to wi^draw 
Um leaolutkii. 

The following motion was then put and agreed to: — 

**This Council recommends to the Government that immediate 
measures be taken to stop the practice of prostitution of fallen women 
in meins, fairs and h&ts of Bengal.** 

The foTlowring reaolution was called hut not moved and, thereloiw. 
deemed to he withdrawn; — 

Mf« K* Bi RAY BHAUDNURIS '‘‘This Council recommende that 
a Committee compeeed of olEBcials and non-officials he formed to tnqiifm 
into tim conditions of «a]dfiyiimBt of the staff of ike Froeess Bortin^ 
i M a Miihiin nl in Bongal and to recoounond neoeasary iaqumnunite.** 
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The IcAlowinfr mMilutaon standtnfr in thi^ name of Knit EmdiMiiil 
Hoque wan then culled: — 

•Tnrtuiiiit to the eet'ond proviso to rule 5 {!) of the Bengal Kite- 
toral Rules, thiM Coumil recommends to the flovemmeni that tha aoi 
dhsqualiication for eleeiion to the Bengal liegiMlntm* (\mncil he 
MBcrved in respe<'t of women generally/* 

Mr* P* N. QUHAs Sir. I have got un identical motion like the one 
ol which notice has been given by Kasi Kmdadul Hoque. So. I would 
nnh your permission to move this motion. 

Mr. PRitIDENTs You want to move this motion on Itehalf of Kavi 
Bmdadul Hoque 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Yes. Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y fd, you hnvd my (lermiiwioii to ilo no. 

Mr. P. N. CUHA: Sir, the principle underlying this reisdution was 
discussed threadbare when Dr. Moreno hmught up a reMilution to 
remove the dis<iuali6cation of women with regard to voting. Sir, in 
going thnmgh the Bengal Electoral Rules it will be found that the 
framers of the rules had taken pctH'autioii to exclude the womenfolk 
from participating in legiMlative activities in three different places: 
first, in Rule 5 they were debarred to seek election to the legislative 
Council; secondly, in Rule 7 they men* delmrriMl from exenising their 
rights of franchise; and, thirdly, in Rule the (Jovernor of the pn»- 
vince was not given power to nominate any woman roemlair. Sir, in 
going through the disabilities mentioned in these rules, you will find 
that exception has been made with regard to bankrupts, lunatics, jait> 
birds, and other people, and it is strange that at such a late hour of 
the day the female folk have been excluded along with them. 8ir, 1 
think, the principle has been ac'cepted all over the civilised world, and 
in this very Council as well. If 1 remember aright, it was first brought 
up by Mr. S. M. Bose in 1922, but at that time the rewduiton was 
rejected, and subsequently it was biougbt up by Dr. Moreno, when the 
principle of conceding franchise to women was M'cepied by the fkmncil 
by an overwhelming majority, as the result of which a notification was 
piddished in the Calcutta Gametic and the disability wae recmoved. I 
do not undefetand why, if we allow women to vote, we should not allow 
tiMi to come here as membata. If the Conncil aeeepte my tumAaium 
tkmm will still remain another disability, vis., the abaeoee el any power 
el nommetm of a woman by Hit Rxceitma^y the Owvemor. If any 
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member bringu an amendment in regard to the diaab4ity be 

eceepted, but my hands are tied! I do not want to waste tlm time of 
the Council by arguing this matter. We have seen the useful work 
that ladies can do in public bodies. In the Calcutta Corporation Miss 
Lloyd was nominated by His Excellency the Governor, and I had the 
privilege of working with her for the last three years and I found her 
taking keen interest in the welfare of the city. She has done most use- 
ful work and the Corporation accepted her resignation with regret and 
rwiorded their sense of appreciation of the useful work done by her. 
Sir, I do not think there should lie any educated gentleman, either 
Eunipean or Indian, standing in the way of our womenfolk entering the 
<h)uncil, particularly when they have given the right of franchise, and 
when the ApiM)intment Department has not yet found any inconvenience 
in including them in the electoral roll. T will not take time (d the 
Council— this is only a formal matter. I hope the Goven>racnt will 
immediately remove the disfiuuliticution and will grunt this right to our 
womenfolk. In view' (»f the resolution carried in August, 1^25, c^iufer- 
ring franchise women, this resolution will, I hope, he unanimously 
accepted hy the ('<miieil. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: T find that .Mr. CHinphell Forrester has given 
notice <»f a similar res<diition. Does he wish to speak on this resolu- 
tion P 

Mr, J* CAMPEELL FORRESTER: It would )>e wasting the time 
of the House by rej>eating what women did during the War, and what 
they are still doing in helping on the world’s advani ement. I have had 
experience in two hemispheres — the North England and (Calcutta in 
committee work. I have found them doing excellent work. On the 
Board of Guardians, where at times very delicate sex problems had to 
Ih' gone into, they showed great aptitude in probing matters to a just 
conclusion and frequently prevented gross injustice being done. I sat 
beaidu the first lady Councillor in the Calcutta Corporation and can 
personally testify to the excellent work she did. I recognise at tim^ 
some of us are not too kindly disposed to give further power to women. 
T personally have experienced that, and that quite recentiy, T at one 
time thought of going to England to advocate the purdah system, but 
that feeling wa.s short-li%’ed, I still find myself in the van of progress 
and have no doubt in my mind that women are perfectly qualified to 
sit in this House and take part in our deliberations. I trust this House 
will show that it is progressive and vote for this resolution. 

Tilt HtiPMt Mr. A, N. MODERLYl Sir. I must tbai I 

^xpscfled that more members would bony to catch your eye on an ihI^ 
tetiiif motion of this kind. As they have not dime eo. I had hotlir 
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tlie aititmde of (^wrament towards this motion. At a Gov* 
onamont. Sir, wo have no views on the suhioot, and wo propoao to loavo 
it to tho official and nominated momliors to K|)oak and vote as they 
thtnh host about it, without attomptinir to influont'o or persuade them 
in any way except by argiunont in this House. 1 do not know whether 
my personal views would be of any interest, hut 1 propose to state 
them very briefly. Theoretically I am all in favour of this motion, 
but in ItenKal, at the present day. I think 1 must say that this motion 
is prematun*. There aiv in Ueiignl. as in t»ther parts <»f India, women 
who would be ornaments to any assembly, but at the present moment, 
under the present con<iitions of franchise, I think it is proliable, if 
the matter were examined, that a Inrjre profHirtion of those women 
would not find a place <»n the ehstoral roll at all. It is possible that 
the results of the extension of the framhise to women have not been 
i)uite w'hat the House anticipated when they passed the motion in 
favour of the removal of sex dist}iiulificatiou. I can only say that moat 
of the women on the electoral ndl, or a larffc piojairtion of them, might 
not l>e welcome in this assembly . and I think it is quite likely that 
{H*ople who wish to bring this House into disrepute might arrange some* 
how or other, if (he sex dis<|ualilication were removed, for wnie of 
these wtaiien to Ih^ rcturiuMl to this (NhuiciI. I mendy wish to utter 
this word of warning. There is another |s»int alsi>: it is quite likely 
that the wfuiieii who w(»uld l>e ornaments to this ('ouncil would not 
care t<» face the rough and tumble of an ele< tion. I am, therefore, not 
in favour of imssing this rescdutioii at the present moment, although 
theoreticallv I yield to no one in tny opinion that women should, other 
things lieing e<|ual, have a voire in the affaire of the Stata, 


4 p.m. 

Mr. 1^* N. CUNAs I have nothing raimh to add in replv to the 
remarks of Mr. Moherly. His fear* have m»t l>een overlooked by me. 
All memtiers of the Council are anxious to maintain the prestige of 
the Council and the tm'tics by the exercise of which the same is likely 
to lie destroyed are being playeti even now. We need not lie afraid 
of that. Some undesirable {lersons may come in by an avenue if it 
is opened, but that should lie no reason why such an avenue should 
not be opened. Mr. Molierly's fears will prove to be lutseless in the 
course of time and I hope the ('ouncil will (uiss the resolution. Fur* 
ther, Mr. Moberly's theory that womenfolk may not care to face the 
trouble of an election is untenable. We all know that a lady fought 
the election of the Corporation with great seal and I know some others 
are preparing themselves for the fight this time again. As regards 
the fftneas of the Bengali ladies, all that 2 want to point out is that 
Bmigal has provided one of the two lady Presideata of the Indsan 
Batmal Coiignas in the person of Mrs. Sarojini Ifaidn, and who dooa 

14 
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not know that Mik. Bananti Debi presided over the Bengal Proyincia 
Conference at (Chittagong with conspicuous ability? There are score 
of ludieH in Bengal who will be ornaments of this Council and they ar 
eager to come in. 1, therefore, hope that the resolution will be passec 
with an overwhelming majority. 

The motion of Mr. P. N. Guha was then put and a division takei 
with the following result: — 


AYEt. 


asms, Msuivi SlMintiNfdtn. 

All, nsulvt Namm. 
asstli, MsttKri Syid Msjtd. 
aafiArjl, Mr. P. 
asMMriM, aaStt iltSfidrAlAl. 

CliAtMfliiiri, KIiaii aslMeur Mswtvi MAtxur 
AAhiMn. 

dMiMNiiifi, Mmulvl AtlNWfuedlfi. 

Psrseul, th« HMi'SIt KliAn Batiatfur 
K. 0. M. 

PsrrMter, Mr. 4, eanipasli. 

OasMi, Mr. M. 0. 

Onaa, asba PrAlMOs Kimiar. 
aiiM, Mr. P. M. 

NaSIm, MamMI AMiiI. 


HAiliMAy, MAAlvt SyAd dAlaluMiA. 
HAaiM, KaM lAieAdMl. 

IimaS, Mr. S. 

LaI MllllAANIMd, NaJI. 

Mas, atvArMiA a. a. 

PAddAr, Sttti Hinmmiaa PrsMd. 
flAy C h Awd hu ry, BaSa tAtMi O B Aiid ra . 
Ram, Mr. 0. P. 

RA«t, RaSu HaaaiiI. 

Roy, BaSa SAtyAndTA NaIIi. 

RAAkfArtli, Mr. P. V. 

SAliAnA, BAbA SAtyA KliiSAr. 

SinfliA, Mr. Anm ClAUidra. 

TravArt, Mr. W. L. 

WArdsMATtli, Mr. W. C. 


NOEt. 


OASAAIM, Mr. A. 

OlMttArjM, Mr. a. 0. 

OBAAdBAIi, BaBa kiaiiah mabam. 
CBAWMlAri, KBaa BABAdAr MaaIaI AlldiAlt* 

OBAAdBAry, MAAivi Nursl ABaat. 
OBAvdBAry, Ha|I BAdi ABeiAd. 

OBAAdBAry, MaaIvC ABdul BBAni. 

OlArS, Mr. I. A. 

OaIa, Mr. «. R. 

OiaB, Mr. A. 4, 

Baaaaa, Mr. B. A. 

CAAAfJl, MamIvI NAr RABAwn KBaa. 
PasBlBAB, MAAMI MABAAAAAd. 

OaabaN, Mai BaBIB SaaII KARiAr. 
BBAiMvi, tRi Men^BlA AIBAdJ sir ABdAl- 
SapIri. 

Nar, KBaa SaBib MaaStI BaMaI. 

MAtABHMAi Mr. R. N. 


KATBA, MAAMI ABdAl. 

KBaa, KBaa BaMB MAAivi Maaobm All 
KBaa, Mr. RatAAr RaBama. 

Mait, IBt Naa*BIa Mr. A. 

MABtrly, tBt Haa’BIa Mr. A. N. 

MaSBarit. Ral BaBAdAr BatMB OBAAdra. 
NarBAAddBi. IBt Maa'BIa Mr. KBvaIa 
MmIIm, Mr. W. D. R. 

RaB m ai, Mr. A. 

RaBaiaa, Mr. A. r. M. ABdiir. 

Ray, IBa Haa'BIa Kaamw BB» BBsSBar- 
Mwar. 

Ray, MaBatAIA dABAdMB NaIB, Af OBmiJPBP* 
Ray, Mr. Btlay Prsaad BMaB. 

Ray, Mr. Barat KAAMr 

BArhtr, RBl B aBIB MtBdtl MaBaa. 

BBaB, MAAivi ABdAl NAAdd. 

TitA, Malar OaAv r a l Oa dfr i y . 


The Ayes being 28 and the Noes 34, the motion was lost. 

^he following resolution was called but not moved and, therefore, 
deemed to be withdrawn: — 

Mr. M. i. iUHIIAWAIlOYt ** This CouncU recommende to tha 
CbvBmmeiit that Sir William Willcockt be invited to Bengal a§ aaily 
Bt poBtibla to BdviBe Oov^mmont in ragBfd to ita Irrigatiosi policy/* 
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qpinifig of a kluil ftwi BKm toigii te Btalitr hat via Kalaltliaii kKat 

HlUi BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY mov^d that thin Vonnvil 
m^miiuendH to the Government that a khal be o|tened from Bhora 
Sangii to iV^ker hat no Kutakhali khtil, for the |>ur))oHe (»f ditodiarg* 
ing waters fnmi the water<l(»g};ed parts of the Anwara thana in thv 
t^hittairong' district. 

He si>oke in Bengali. 

4-15 p.in. 

THa Hofi»bla AIIukII Sir ABDELKERIM GHUZNAVIt U is irtit 

that the ex<’avutiou of u khal frtim Bhora Snngu to iVsker hkt whu'h 
in estiiiuited to ((ist Bh. 40,000, would relieve the waterlogging of a 
part of Anwara thana of the Chittagong district and improve the health 
and agric ultural conditions of the loc’ality. It is equally true that it 
will sh<»rteu the lioat rout© to Chittagong. It is alao true that the 
Collec tor of the district has written to sav that the facts as stated by 
the mover of the rewdution arc* |H*rfectly correct. Ihe Distnct 
Engineer is however of opinion that the o|>ening of the khal will cause 
the ('handkhali and Murali khals. which form the line of c<»mmunica- 
tion with Satkaiiia thana. to silt up. The Wnefit to one area is how* 
ever likelv to l»e more than counterlmlunced by the disadvantagef 
caused to other areas. The wisd<»m of the measure advocated has thus 
lieen doubted. Further. Ooveminent are not yet in a jiosition to under* 
take minor schemes of this nature, which are properly dealt w’ith under 
the Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act, 1^20. If ihe looil 
people want it to he taken up, it is for them to wove the (^Hector 
under section d of the Act. 

In these circumstances, if the mover will withdraw his riwdution, 
I am quite prepared to have further enquiries made on this subject 
and the question further examined. 

The motion of Haji Badi Ahmed ( howdhurj* was then, by lesve 
of the Council, withdrawn, 

[At 4-20 p.m. the ('ouncil was adjourned for prayer and it 
reassembled at 4-dO p.m.] 

BlriHl dITEMDRALAL BANNERdESs May I ask you. Sir, about 
the fate of the adjournment motion that I sentf 

Mr. RREBIOERT: This is certainly not the time for asking ft 
qttcctioii like tket. 

■ita 4ITSSDSSLAL SANSt 

Oat yo. liad no time to eoneidtr K. 


Illl I vM told by tbe Regi****' 
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Mr. FREtlOENT: Yon should have raised thia point immediately 
after qoe«tionN. 

Babu JITENORALAL BANNERdEE: May I explain why I did 
not raiw it then. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: It is no The rules provide that you 

have to raise the matter at a definite time and you did not do so. 

Babu JITENORALAL BANNERJEE: As a matter of fart, I was 
informed hy the He^istrui* that you had no tinje to consider my notice. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Bannerjee, I am not prepared to take 
coffnijsaoce of any private conversation. 


Budget provision for tho Bhairab oxoavatkNi projaet 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: I l)e^ to move that this Council 
recommends to the Government that provision l)e made in the next 
budget for a sum of Us. 24,()0,00() for the Bhairab excavation project 
as approved by Government under Scheme No. 2 of the Bhairab 
Drainage Scheme oiul also provision l>e made for a sum of Rs. 2,0(),0()(> 
for the supplementary scheme to the aforesaid scheme. 

Sir, I think that I shall have to infonii the hon’ble members of 
matters which perhaps some of my friends do not know. This matter 
was diwussed in connection with a resolution moved in the Bengal 
I/egislative Council and the able mover of that resolution gave a detailed 
explanation of the scheme. I will briefly state what is main Bhairab 
Scheme No. 2 and how far Government has committed itself and how 
long the scheme has l>een Wfore the Government, i.e., for about a 
Quarter of a century, lu this session of Council I put two questions 
regarding the Bhairab drainage scheme and the answers which the 
Hon 'hie Memb<»r-in-charge was pleased to give me are like all answers 
that are usually given of a non-committal nature. The answer which 
I have been able to get in reply to unstarred question 1 (c) is that a 
report from the Itx'al oflicers was recently received and further 
Infonnation is awaited and in reply to unstarred question 1 if) it was 
stated that a date cannot be fixed now. Sir. if you will look at the 
history of the scheme, you will find that various lieutenant- 
Governors and Governors beginning from the late Sir John Woodbum 
and continuing up to Lord Lytton have all given serious consideration 
to it and had approved of it: so much so that Tiord Lytton in his 
speech delivered at Jesaore evidently promised that some provision 
would be made about the Bhairab soheme and that substantial help 
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wfiU be given bv Qovenunent towards that w^beme. 1 do not know 
wli«tber 1 shall be able to picture before >*ou and other hun^ble friends 
the real state of affairs in Jessore. It will l>e sutlicient if I mention 
that Jessore has a history which has an undying memory in the history 
of Bengal. In the past Jessore providetl men a*ho were no less famous 
than any man in the whole of India. There were men who fought 
successfully their battle for freedom when others hud “iMMumlied, 
Even, Sir, in the Muhammadan period if you Im^k up the only nuthentie 
histor>' of Bengal, vii., the Heti2ii>4 Salatin of (Iholum Hossiiiii Kalemi, 
you will find that Jesnore was <»nee the eupiiul f>f lower Bengal. Wo 
find also wime instance of the bravery of the rulers id Jesmin* and 
Mintanagar in the fact that when all other |>art^ wert* viHited by Bargis 
who jdundered the pmjierties of the iiihnhiiautN, the {ample of 
Jess4»re, and why of Jessore hut of all those j»urts of which JVsatrre waa 
the ca|iital, eiijo\e<l iiiiinunity from these attacks. Therefore. Sir, 
Jessore has au ini{M»rtan<’e in the history c»f Bengal. Even in tha 
Ciasetteei written by Mr. O’Malley we find that the two most innKcrtaut 
towns were Jessore unci Mirranugnr. ttf c-oui»e Jessore, as it is now, 
is quite different from what it was in times |>ast. The capital of 
Bengal at one time was at Mirxunagiir which is alKoil 2(1 miles away 
from Jessore. In that lRK»k >mi will find that it was one of the 
biggest towns with a military station. If any of my friends here 
will go there he will find that there is u fort with a gun even now'. 
At that time Mimanagar was a i»o|mlous town. If we cmunt the 
nuinlier of jiersons residing there now I think it will ntd exc^eed a 
coujile of (loieiis. Jessore has l>e<*n laid waste by the scsiurge of 
mnlariu and this scourge has not c'cmie only by rhanc*e. It is the 
jcrocess of smothering the rivers of Jessore which used to c'arry iW 
flood waters of the Ganges over the various parts that is res|emsihle for 
it. It is not my opinion, Sir, but the o{iinic»n of a great {lerson— ih« 
Internaticmal expert— .Sir William Willcca ks who has said in the 
rejwrt that he submitted in res{Kinse to an invitation from the Bengal 
Oovemnieiit, that liengal has lieen liound hy a satanic c hain of rail- 
ways. The result has been that the jieople are dying by thousand*. 
Not only Jeiwore but we find that Mursludalmd whic h wo* once the 
ra{)iial of Bengal Krishnagar— whic h was also an important plaro^- 
aie filled with malaria genus and {Msople are dying by hundreds and 
thousands every ycNir. In re|dy ts» a question which I pul in the pre- 
vious session of the (’ouncil the figures that were given by (fovem- 
nient as to the depredations of malaria are alarming. It is simply 
hoirifying to find that in the course of the laai M or ft years the 
derTeaiw in the population of Jessore has lieen more than 5ft, (MKI, 

If a district loose* population by about eight to ten ihouMnd a 
year, it is a question of simple arithiiii*tic to determine with in bow 
manv year* that fair hand will be depopulated. In lftH4 the {lopulotioo 
of jMeoie district was about 22 Inkhs. In the last ceiwnia it was only 



214 


HE80LDTI0NS. 


[llTH Peb. 


m lakh»» nr 00 . In all these years the population has decreased by 
about so many lakhs. If this rate of decrease goes on then I submit 
that this district will cease to exist and the province will be a loser in 
one of its famous districts. Government ought to lock to it because 
if the jieople of a district ceases to exist the revenue will consequently 
suffer, so that it will only be a profitable investment on the part of Got- 
erument to accept ray proposal and make that provision which has been 
promised from time to time. But, when this problem will be looked 
into nobody can say. If Government within the last 25 years cannot 
find money I do not know when they will be able to find it. I am 
nfniiil we will have to wait till doomsday when all the world will 
cease to exist and then Government will be able to find money. 

I have already stated it is a profitable investment and Government 
ought to undertake the work by way of a capital loan if necessary. 
If they can fij>€nd so much money in various other directions certainly 
they cun find some money for this project and save its subjects from 
destnicfion by malaria. Even now it is perhaps not too late. If the 
people of the district live they will be able to produce raw materials 
HO thaf it may In* exported and Wiiefit the Government and its subjects. 
A rf*s<ilufion of this nature was brought ott the 17th .Vugtist. H)25, bv 
Muuivi Abdul (luader and the reply given to it by the ITon^ble 
Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia was to the effect that in view of the great 
interest taken in the Jessore district Government bad examined the 
prefM‘nt position and in n^gntd to the Bhainib river they had three 
projects under consideniti»»n and the first was in n‘gard to the 
Mathalmnga river. As we all know the rivers of three di.stricts of 
Murshidubad, Krishnagur and .lessire ai-e affected by the river 
Mnthabangii which takes its riw* from the Ganges. If that project is 
completed it will rwduim the other rivers. Not only the Bhairab but 
almost all the river*< of the district have turned into stagnant pools 
breeding raoaquitoes which spread malaria, and this fair land of Jemore 
i* going to Ik* de|)opulated unless steps are immedioiely taken. Sir I 
may mention incidentally that this aristwratic district of Jessore was 
also poetic in naming its rivers. Thus Kapotakshi, it means the dove’s 
eye, Navaganga the new Ganges, Chitra the picturesque and Bhairab 

the dreadful — not a poetic but a very eloquent name. The present 

scheme is to connect Mathalmnga with one of the main reaches of 
Navaganga, and a.s the wrater comes down Navaganga another ehetiTini 
will Ik* cut which will w'ater the Bhairab. This calculation has been 
made by one of the ablest of engineers. Government has already spent 
much money~I Wlieve Ks. 50,(MKI—and the scheme has been prepared 
by Mr. Addaras-Willioms. llis scheme is called the Bhairab Scheme 
No. 2. Mr. Addanis-Williattis has showm by calculation that if this 

scheme is brought into effect the water will rush out at the rate of 

2,000 cubic feet per second and if the water runs at that rate it will 
clear all the water-hyacinth and other jiests and will make the Bhairab 
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» Mdmtely n^Tigable river. It will not of ooium rotim it to its 
fotnor condition, but it will make it a fairly navigable river. It 
wfll increase the river borne commerce of the district, it will benedt 
Ihe people, it will increase riches and it will help carrying commodi* 
ties from the interior for exportation. To my European friends I 
would remind that Jessore is a jute producing district; large quantities 
of jute are produced there, and if there are sufficient facilities for 
carrying goods, it will benefit that trade. From that |» 0 inl of view 
I would request them to give my prop«isal a sympathetic (Huisidemtion, 


This scheme of MathalNtiign will require only jiIkmiI Its. 24 lakhs 
according to Mr. Addums-Williain^' cm iniate. The Dint net Hoard of 
Jessore has already jiassed a resolution that they would lake a loan of 
the money from Government which will m-ouiied hy taxation from 
the neighljouring parts of the dintrict. It will increase the 
productive |K*wer of the distrut lying on IsHh sides of the river 
by giving it a copious flow of autcr which a ill de{Hmit silt and thereby 
increase the pnnluction of jute to a great extent. This will he followed 
by an incn'nse in finxluction ami thus the cost will l»e renli«<Hl wsm. 

what is recjuin'd of (iovernineiit is only an advance of the money 
us loan to the l>i'<tn< t Hoard. To iM’giti with onlv Hs. 2 lakhs is 
required for the Mnthahungu srheme for a channel to l>e cut from 
Mathabiuiga near alK>ut ('huadangii. This channel will run under- 
neath the railway under a bridge built for the puiqioiie and the water 
will be led into the Naviiganga. If that is effected the whaler from the 
Ganges will brought into the channel of Matbaltanga and the 
Bhairah and other rivers will he reclaimed. From the reply ffiven 
by the Ifon'ble Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia it wilt lie seen that 
difficulties in (vmnection w^(l^ it has liwn oven^ome and the estimated 
coet has been brought dowTi from Hs. (21 lakhs to Rs. 24 lakhs. The 
project was (considered in 192-^ and five long years hove passed and the 
project has remained where it was. In anewer to my question the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the l^efmriment says that Government 
cannot fix a date now for canning on the project as they are still in 
correspondence with the officials. I do not know h(»w long this comm- 
pondence will go on. Fnless the project is reei^ued from this hopelesa 
tangle of red tapeism there is hardly any hoi»e of giving effec't to the 
project in the near future. The prt»ject was ready in 192h and it is 
bigh time that you put it into operation now. 

I tmJy want Rs, 2 lalfhs now and the District Hoard wants the 
remainder a« a loan. The income of the District Hoard ts lietween 
Be. 6 and Rs. ff lakhs so it will not be unsafe to ad\'ance this 
•nm of money to them. There is no fear of its being treated as bad 
debt afterwards. I would submit that if this is done then you will 
iiave done a great work of hnmanity and you will bare done greet 
good to the district and to the people of Jessore. They are dying by 
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thouMHids every year. The population ia decreaaing. In reply to 
queaiion by niy hon’ble friend Mr. Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy it was 
said that the peo{ile of Jeasore die of malaria to tile number of 36 to 
33 thousand. If [)eople die at this rate then, aa I have said before^ 
it ift only aritbinetiral calculation to guess in how many years* time 
the whole district of Jessore will be depopulated. History says that 
Ixith during the Muhainmadaii i>eriod and the Hindu period this 
district was famous for its hardy children who fought battles alter 
battles. They are now reduced to skeletons. Their stomach is full 
of spleen and liver and there ih hardly any r(X)m for any other organs 
left in their laidies. These are not mere imaginary* pictures but I am 
relating actual facts. I submit that if my resolution is accepted it 
will remedy all these evils and the evils must l)e remedied before we 
go any iurther. 

5 p.m. 

The district of J'essore had well flushed rivers and the villages 
through which the Bhairab flowed could l)e rid of malaria if this 
project were undertaken. If you give this money it wall give the 
people of those districts and those lo<-alities letter food and better 
health. I may sulmiit in this connection that the money that Gov- 
ernment may lend in this liehalf will W realised hy taxation. Every- 
thing has l)een completed and it remains only for the Government to 
take up this scheme and thereby make a move and put it in of>eration. 
Tliere an* many difticmlties in the way of it, I know^ the matter is 
w technical. The engineering details of the scheme ore abstruse and 
it is very difficult to make j)eople understand them and it is these 
diffic'ullies that have stcKnl in the way of the j)eople for these five or 
six years. An engineer ccuiies and studies the situation for five years 
and when he has sufficiently uiiderstcM)d matters he leaves the station 
and then conies his successor who tries to understand it over again 
and in this way the pro<'«ss of understanding is going on but tha 
schema is never taken in hand. 

I am told, 8ir, that Ix>rd Lyiton and even Ix)rd Carmichael before 
him were in favour of this scheme and promised to take steps with 
this end in view and |)erhaps some survey and other preliminaries 
were started. But, Sir, whatever it may be, I do submit that Gov- 
ernment has already spent some money and has committed themselvoB 
to this sc'heme and so they should take it up further. Instead of 
allowing the District Board of Jessore to spend another R«. 6,000 or 
Rs. 6,000 for. the next five or six years they should put the whole soheiiio 
into operatiofi at once. My resolution demands that this money ahovldl 
he lent to the District Board of Jessore and they are willing to repay; 
all that 1 want is that the scheme be taken in hand at once. 1 wank 
that the supplementary scheme to Scheme No. 2 be taken up fimi 
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afitr that Schama has baan put in oparaiion and camplatad and tha 
engumars dadara that it is a fit schama and sufficient water is coming, 
thin of course it will be time to spend the other Rs. 24,00,000. 
Etch if sufficient water k not coming, even then this money ahonld 
not he considered to have been wasted. It will still benefit some 
portion of the district of Jessore. The upjier part of Jeeaora is 
Jhenida and it is non' almost depopulated. The subdivision of 41tenida 
even now contains Euro))eun residents. The indigi> ]»lunters bail 
their headquarters there for the purftose of indigo cultivation long ago 
and they are still xamindars there. If Jhenida had been a malarious 
district they would not bavi* made their headquarters there as they 
would not have found it profitable to carr>‘ on their trade there. 
Although indigo planters are no longer there, their des<*endsnts are 
still samindars of those juirts. But what is the condition non ? Whole 
villages have been de|Mipulute«l ; villages which formerly harboured 
millions of men are now lying empty lH»ing covered with jungles where 
beasts of prey now pn^wl alw)ut. 


Mr. H. i. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, may I have your leave to support 
this rtvsolution in a very few wonl**. 1 feel |>erfectly tertain that the 
Hon’ble Mcmla*r himwtdf wtmld 1m* only t<M» glad to acr«»pt it and take 
the milt ter up if he hud the money at his disjiosal. 1 suggest that the 
reason for the innrtivity of the Irrigation IIe|Sirtmen( is the want of a 
definite policy and a definite programme which makes it Impossible 
for it to make up its mind ns to which of the several projects it should 
deal with at first. I, therefore, humbly suggest to the Hon’hle Member 
to take advantage of a certain factor which I think the grswl fortune 
of the people of B4*ngul has intnMliird. namely, the invitation by a* 
great institution, which knows how U* honour distinguishHl men, of 
Sir William Willcmks to Iwture Wfore it. T u'oiild suggest to 
the Ilforhle Memlicr thaf he should invite Jsir William Willcm-ks to 
collulH'mte with the (loveniment of Bengal and to place l>eforo the 
Government of Bengal his vieu's on matters of irrigution. The Irri- 
gation Department has failed to perform its duties, and with ita failura 
is bound up the total failure of the adtniiiist ration of the British Oosr* 
eminent in central Bengal which has been unable to grapple with the 
primary problem of keeping people alive; for the lives of the people 
there are dependent on the lives of the decaying and dying rivers. 
Sir William Willcocks has placed before us a very simple solution, and 
I do not think it will be beneath the dignity of this Government to 
take advantage of his presence and to consult an engineer whose advice 
hat been sought by mu<di greater Governments and Statea thaa the 
Bmgil Government. If he considers that this ptoject should be 
taken in band I see absolutely no reason wby the Hon*ble Mefnber 
should not make a start. 
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Tfm Hon’lito Aihadj Sir ABOELKERIM QHUZNAVI: M&y I me 

to a point of order? My friend is discussing a motion which ho 
ed by not being present in the House. It has nothing to do with the 
present resolution. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: It is ingenious and not altogether irrelevant 


Mr. Ht 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Ahjiough I realize that my remarks 
are related more rlonely to the resolution which I missed, yet I think 
that they art> relevant to any irrigation project; because in my humble 
opinion no irrigation project ought to be sanctioned if Sir William 
Willcocks gives his opinion against it. So much so, that I am of 
opinion that if Sir William Willcocks comes and says now that the 
hare-brained Daniodar project is a project whic h is against the best 
inte^rests of the country' then I should ask the Ilon’ble Meml)er and 
the Irrigation Department to scrap it even at this stage. If Sir 
Willinni W il}<?o(‘ks says that the Midnapore and Kristapur canals 
should lie scrupfKxl, so as to permit the flood water to flow unimpeded 
through the natural channels, and thus ojien up the lower riveri I 
think the lluirble Memlmr should take the matter in hand. Instead 
of taking up small schemes here and there, although I would place 
the Bhairab scheme on a higher footing and classify it as a distinctly 
urgent scheme, I say that there ought to l>e a definite programme. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Did you not tell me you were supporting thid 
resolution ? 


Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: Y'os, I am supporting it. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Y"ou do not seem to maintain that position. 


Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I feel that this scheme is in conson- 
ance with the simple principles which Sir William Willcocks has laid 
down. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: I can quite understand that. You can even 
•ay^ihai Sir Willtatu Wilicoclu should be consulted with legmrd to 
this particular scheme, but when you say that the Government should 
not take up such matters piecemeal I take it that you do not really 
intend to support the resolution. 
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Hr. H. i* Sll HUAWARDY t The reiiMHis why I itay that the Bhairab 
pmpci ahould be supported are that it is in oonaonanoe with the prin- 
eiplea of irrigation which Sir William Willcocks has laid down, it it 
in oonsonance with the desires of the people and with their knowledge 
of irrigation matteia; it is in consonance with the experience of the 
people a*ho have seen these rivers in full activity dispensing life and 
plenty, and who have seen these rivers decaying and dying and with it 
bringing diseasse, pt>vcrty and death. That is the basi^ of my argu- 
ment; if I felt otherwise, if 1 felt that this scheme is not in conson- 
ance with the principle laid down by Sir William Willeo<‘ks 1 would 
have opix>Hed it. But while this scheme should b«* supjs>rted, tliw- 
emmenl should not Itwie sight of the fact that it is inijM»rative to have a 
dehnite policy in accortknce with the views laid down hv Sir William 
WillcfX'ks, so that we nmy pnseed systematically to solve the pnddem 
of problems, on the ‘««>hilion of wliich deixMiiN the ver>‘ existence of 
Bengal itself. 


Th« Hofi'bla AlhadJ Sir ABOELKEftIM CHUZNAVIs I wish to 

wiy just a fe\N womU to explain that thin isirtirulur subjiH’t is being 
dealt with h\ the Lim al St»lf-( itivcrniiienl lh*isirtinent aiMl the Uou'blo 
MinistiO-in-< h:ti gc will n*pl.\ IsMatise this ciw loiiien under the Agri- 
culture and Sanitary 1 nipro\<'tnent Act. So fur ns 1 am concerncil the 
scheme wu'* [Hcisiivd h\ the Irngation IVjMtrtment, which is under 
me, and wa** passed on I ai**h to say a few words with regaitl to the 
remarks that have fallen from ni\ fiiend, Mr. Suhrawar*K, who has 
unfortuiuilel\ missed his chance moving his resolution and there- 
after is now' guing us an expn'ssion of his views with regard to Sir 
William Willeoeks I ( an assure him that Sir William Willrocks ia 
entitled at all times to vi*ry great res|M*i t and if Mr. Suhrawonly had 
moved his resolution, he would have heard in what wtt\ (iovernmont 
proposed to take advantage of Sir William Willetw’ks’ )>resenee in 
Bengal in the near future. 

MMlNi AHAMtUOOIN AHMEDt Sir, I shall be very brief an 1 do 
iKii want to inflict a long apiHx^b at this fag end. I would only aay 
this that it should be the [rtimary doty of a civiliaed (invemmont 
to look to the health of its sulijfx'ia and it is on that grvmiul that! I 
take my stand here. F do not want to be U>ld that Qovemment are 
in want of money for excavating the Bhairab; all 1 want to know is 
whether it is not the duty of this Government to nave the pmiple of 
Jeaaon^ from starvation and death. Sir, everybody knows what 
happens in Nadia, Jessore and Khulna in the dry seaiain for want of 
water. My friend has spoken only for the district of Jessoro. but. Sir, 
the diatricta of Nadia and Kbulna should also be coupled with it. 
Josaotv might have nit aaedeni history of its own and many other 
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to it» credit but this scheme ullects three districts es I 
have said above. Before 1 came to this Council we were told by the 
late Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia that a scheme fm* excSTating the 
Bhairah wan ready and would W driven effect to but what has yet been 
done for I know, Sir, I shall lie told that Government are in want 
of funds. But, Sir, the question of want of funds does not come in 
when it is a (juestion of finding money for the police, their pay and 
other con veil ieiices. I would again repeat that it is the duty of all 
civilised governments to haik after the health of their people and this 
Government if it claims to l)e a civilised government should at once 
take up this Bhairah whemc which so intimately affects the three dis- 
tricts of Nadia, JesMoie and Khulna and save the people of those dis- 
iricts from starx'ution and death. AVitli these words I support the 
resolution. 

5-15 p.m. 

TKf Hofi'Me Kimwr SHIB SHEKHAREtWAR RAY: Sir, with 
reference to the lemarks made by Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy, 1 might say 
that this scheme is t<H» fur advanced to wait for the advice of Sir 
William Willcocks, and in fact, Sir, it has got nothing to do with Sir 
William Willcoi'ks’ projKisals, as we all know. Sir, the whole (jues- 
tion is intimately bound up on the one hand with the technical pi*o- 
hlems of the Irrigation Dc*partment and on the other hand with that 
of ptiblic health in Jessore, Nadia, and, as my friend just now said, 
fierhaps Khulna. Sir, as has already b<»en admitted by the Horfble 
Member in charge of lirigation, the matter had, till recently, l)een 
dealt with by the Irrigation Dejvartment. Now. Sir, we in the Pub- 
lic Health D(‘|>artment have taken up this scheme, and I can a-ssure the 
Housf* that wc shall cx|)edite the proceedings in connec tion with these 
projects. Sir, a reference has Wen made to the statement of the late 
Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia made in this Houm* tlint all difficulties had 
Wen overcome. Much capital ha** l>een made of this statement by the 
mover of the res(dution, but I might say that the Maharaja Bahadur 
of Nadia refened to the part of work with which bis own department 
was concerned, namely, the te<‘hiiical aspect of the teheme. and what 
the Maharaja Bahadur meant was that the tet^hnical diffirultiee bad 
been oven'ome. Sir, the pnaeedings in c*onnection with the Bhairah 
scheme are now Wing conducted under Bengal Act VI of 1920, that i», 
the Village Agricultural and Sanitaiy Improvement Act, and, Sir, we 
aie in fact half way through the proc?eedingii under thia Act. Sir, 
the prwwdings under this Act, 1 ought to aay, and my friend, Maulvi 
Majid Bakab^ ought to know as a lawyer, are slow, tedious, and 
laborious. Sir. when prot'eedinga under this Act are going on, all 
statutory jmwera ami functaons rest with the Collector, and the Act it- 
aell standi in the way of Government to intervene nntil the whole pro- 
ceedings are oomjdeted. Unless the proceedings are comi^eted tha 
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builds of Gk^enunent aio tied and we can do noibiag in the matter. 
Sir, we underataiid from tbe local auUiortitea that ibe Hbairab projei't 
m being diacna^MMl by a (^mmittee apfMiinted under aection 9 of tbi» 
Act, wboee final report boa not yet been received. V may mention bare 
that tbe District Htiard have expreamrd tbeir unwilUugiieHit to meet any 
part of tbe capital coat, and I do not know why my friend MauWi 
Majid Bakah did not refer to tbi», though be wiid that tbe peo|>le were 
willing to bear tbe whole coat. However, Sir, it remaina to aaeertain 
bow much of tbe i‘a|>ifal aM is likely to he met by rin tnenea and bow 
tbe balance could be found. I’ntil the final re|iort is receivtMl in due 
form tbe question of piovidiiig funds by tbe Hovernmeiit does not arise 
at all, but 1 would assure the m<»ver ns also the House that when tbe 
scheme is put into o|s*ratioii. (ioverniueiit will see that uet?t*ssary funds 
are available to t arry the projet t out. And. Sir. there is another 
mtttter-~-aiit>ther important factor. I may say—wbit h might delay tbe 
earrj’ing out of this s< heme, and that is the scheme which is mentioned 
in the second jiert of the urniver’s remdutitm. I mean the Nalmgaiiga^ 
Mathabhuiigu scheme. It htis Wii said by some of the exjieris. and 
presumably udiiiitttMl l»y the mover, that this st*heme is a neceaaary 
prelimiiian io the ctmstrut tioii t>f the Bhairali scheme; but this scheme 
has just lieeii prepartMi by the engineers and at pnwnt is under the 
examination of the Irrigation Dejiartment, and, therefore, 8ir, it lias 
outside the purview of my de|ianmeiit. Sir, as 1 have asaureil the 
hon hle nieml>ei. the whole thing will \w expeilitiMi. and I can assure 
him os well that we all tMiuaily agrr«* with him to sei* that tbe rmu 
dents of Jesstm* regain their foniier health iiml be<H>ine as vigorous as 
the Jessore kois. 

I bo|» the him'blp uieiiiWr will bi« way to withdraw tl« 
motion. 


Mmilvi SYfD MAdIO lAKSHt .Sir. tbe Minietw iu rbergv of 
Local .SeH-Oovomment Department again requeel* me to withdraw 
the reeolutioB, but 1 may refer him U. the procewUnge of 17th Augttit. 
1926 where we find that on a eiroilar iwjueet made by tbe late Maheraja 
Bahi^ur of Sadia five yean. ag.. my predwee^.r here w.lbdrew the 
reeolution he had Im.ugl.t forward .m the .ubiect. Now Sir. five yean 
have g.)ne bv and atill the (bivernment ba* not Wn awaken^ from i . 
elnmber and’eo it ia very difficult U. eecede to the mpieet of tbe Hon ble 
Minieter now. We have bitter eaperieuce <d tbe paet. 


Tlw HW’M* Kmm SHIB tHBKHARBBWAR RAVI (»u a point 
of order. Sir. Mny I point out thnt there i. no queetion •» ^ 

pfoviding fund*, beceuee Government ere prepnred to pn*vide funde m 
•OOD M ^ schemes ar» rendyv 
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Mr* PRESIDENTS How do you call it a point of order 

The Hofi*blf KiNMir SHIR SHEKHARESWAR RAYs I waa point- 

ing tiiiH out, HO that the hon’ble member might not press his leeolution. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. That is not a point of order. 

Mwilvi SYED MA4ID BAKSHs Sir, I was pointing out that if I 
withdraw the resoltuion now, Government will again lapse into 
a somnolent state. As regards the objection raiscMl about the impedi- 
ments created by the Sanitary Drainage Act, 1 know as a memb^ of 
the Jessore District Board what is going on. By the time the money 
is found ail those impediments will be removed. The previous Magis- 
trate of Jessore was, and the present Magistrate is, up and doing and 
the M-heme is ready, and the only thing that remains to be done is to| 
biing it within the four comers of the Sanitary Drainage Act. This is 
only a formal impediment. I can assure my friend that if he expedites 
the matter he will see that the provisions of the Sanitary Drainage Act 
will be compliinl with. Only some formalities remain to be ob^rved. 
It is no use withdrawing the resolution now, on the other hand I think 
this will ])ut a spur on Government to expedite the matter. 

The motion of Mauivi Syed Majid Baksh was then put and a divi* 
sioii taken with the following result; — 


AYSS. 


ASiNtS, Msulvi SasiiitMMin. 

All, Msttivt NSMSS. 

AtMA, Msiifvl SytS MslM. 

•satrji, Mr. A. 

aswesrlM, asSs JitsnSrsIsl. 

aSTMIS, Rsi isAia eSMASASII. 

OA s sSA M rl, BsAii KItAsrI M sAs s . 
OAsiiSaiiri, KAss asAsSMr Msttivl AlifiitM- 
tSMsn. 

O A siKAsH, Msutvl AtArafiiSSiR. 

O As m Asry, Mswivt Nu^aI AAssr. 
OAswM m r s , Ms|i assi aawms. 

OAiwiAsry, IMmapI amm oassi. 

Si lA i a a A, Msslvl MtiAiimsg. 

OmAs, IsAm ersfttSs Kimisr. 

NaAAn, Msawi AASM. 

M si Aw w y, MssAH tytS S stsIs SS Ai . 


Nssim, Ksxi iMSaSMl. 

NMMtn, Msiem MsAnmisS. 

Nys, KAsn SsAiS MsuPvi asilttl. 

KSfim, Hsiilvl AASvL 

Khss. AASfi SsMA Msmvi Mssoasi AN. 

LSI M s A si ms M , NsjL 

AMSsr. urn Nimiihiisr Atmss. 

Rsamsn, Mr. A. P. M. AASw^ 

RsiAst, Mr. Prstsmis OtA. 

RSy eAswSAvry, AsAy SstltA CAssSrs. 

Rsyt, AsAy HsssnL 

Asy, asAy istytuSrs NslA. 

Asy. MsAsrsjs ssasStoA Asia, sf OAmiJinw. 
Asy, Mr. Asrst KyMsr. 

Psy OAywSAiirl, AsAu Nmi OAsASrs. 

AAsA, Msyivi AASyt Nsmis. 


MOM. 


CSMtllt, Mr. A. 

CAsy SAyH, RAm AsAsSvr Msyivi Hstnir 
AsAsnhi* 

Oslil, Mr. •. R. 

OaiA, Mr. A. S. 
taSMA. Mr. a. A. 

P ifsaii l , RM Nsa*AIi rasa 
•C. «. M. 

Wmfmum, Mr. #. Tnnputi 


OSASya, Rst isAIA tysA RyiAsr. 

RA wA, Mr. M. a. 

RAysAAvi. lAt Hrn’m AlAaSI Sir AASM- 
Airioi. 

RiM Art sl , Mr. R. M. 

RaAs, Mr. P. N. 

Oynwr, Mr. A. W. 

Msafli Mr. R. P. 
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UfkuTt m mmmm 
tiTtrr. IM tali^ Httoitl mmm* 
StaptotM, Mr. M. t. 

TftM, M«|tr O i mr ai Ottffrty. 

Trmwn, Mr. W. I.. 

Tlil—M, Mr. N. 4. 


The Ayes being 32 and the Noes 30, the following motion wma 
carried : — 

“This Council recommends to the Government that provision be 
made in the next budget for a sum of Rs. 24,00,000 for the Bhairab 
Excavation Prtyect as opproved by Government under Scheme No, 2 
of the Bhairab Drainage Scheme and also provision be made for a ium 
of Rs. 2,00,000 for the supplementary’ scheme to the a/ore»aid scheme." 



Adjourmiiifit, 


The Council was then adjourned till 
20th February, 1030, at the Town Hall, 


2**30 p.m., on Thursday, th# 
(.'alcutta. 


m, a A-i, 




IndlH to toe 

Bengal Legislative Oonndl Prooeediii||ft 
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